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348 Medici Women

Perceptions about Anna Maria Luisa have long been influenced by the
opinions of Riguccio Galluzzi, the official historian of Peter Leopold of Lor-
raine. In the conclusion of his History of the Grand Duchy of Tuscany under
the Rule of the House of Medici, written in the 1770s and early 1780s, Galluzzi
pronounced: “[The Palatine princess] after having experienced an infinite
number of misfortunes in her marriage negotiations, not having had children
with the Elector, humiliated by other [Furopean] Powers, more neglected
than pitied, this ‘last gasp’ of the family found herself ultimately deprived of
the succession to the ducal title by her superiors’™ This sentiment and even
some of ils words are echoed by other historians and find their way into their
works as late as the mid-twentieth century. In the 1958 edition of The Last
Medici, for example, Harold Acton writes of Anna Maria Luisa that she was
“the pathetic last descendant of the Medici family,” “a ghost on sulferance;
who “had been forced to drink deep of every dishonour, but the bitter cup
had left her with a passion for punctilio

In contrast to Galluzzi and to most historians until recently, Ludovico
Antonio Muratori, writing around the time of the electress’ last years, of-
fered an assessment that gave wide recognition to her contributions. In his
Amnali d’Ttalia, he remembered her as a “princess of great humanity and
wisdom® These qualities, he observed, led the new grand duke, Francis
Stephen of Lorraine, "o recognize her considerable ability in governmental

matters after the death of Gian Gastone, pressing him to keep this princess
as a friend”™

* “[La principessa palatina] dope aver provato infinite disavventure nei suoi trattati
matrimoniali, senza aver figli dali'Elettore, mortificata nellorgoglio data tutte Je Potenze,
pit negletta che compianta, ridotta Pultimo fiato della Famiglia si trovo inalmente priva
della successione dei suoi maggiori” Galluzzi, Istoria del Granducato, boek 9, ¢h, 10: 194 -
195. On the antimedicean “prejudice” that colors Galluzzi's Isterfa, see Gori Pasta, " Rigu-
vio Galluzzi, Jacopo™ and Pult Quaglia, "Riguccio Galluzzi”

¥ Acton, The Lasi Medici, 23-24, 309,

" “Principessa di gran Pieta ¢ Saviezza” Muratori, Amnali, 12: 303,

7 “Alla vedova eleltrice fu esibito molto di autoritd nel governo, premendo al navello
gran duca [Francesco Stefano di Lorena] di tenersi amica guesta principessa, donna tanto
ricea ¢ di mirabil talento ¢ savezza” Muratord, Annali, 12: 233, A rather different and dis
missive account is rendered by Acton, who roted that Anna Maria Luisa “was offered the
position of Regent [by the new Lorraine dynasty], and although she haughtily declined it,
was left in undisturbed occupation of her apartments at the Pitti. "The founders of the new
dynasty had nothing to fear Trom her” Acton. The Last Afedici, 308
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350 Medici Women

little interest in his wife.” The prospect of the extinction of the Medici line
and the succession question atfracted the attention of the European pow-
ers, in particular the Habsburgs and the Bourbons. Within the inner circle
of the grand duchy and its government as well, there was discussion about

the political and institutional prospects of the Medici principality. At the .

start of the eighteenth century, the Florentine patriciate, through some of
its most eminent spokesmen — Carlo Rinuccini, Neri Corsini, and Federico
de’ Ricei — had taken a position in favour of the restoration of the Floren-
tine republican oligarchy by reworking into a philo-aristocratic perspective
the story of the affirmation of the Medici principality, originally written in
the sixteenth century. A goodly portion of the governing circles and of cul-
tivated opinion believed that the origin and institutional legitimacy of the
principality resided in its acceptance and consensus about it by the “paese;’
the country, and principally by those families from the Florentine oligarchy
that had accepted the Medici principality without renouncing their own in-
stitutional, social and political rights."® But this narrative was now read and
used from a different perspective, one heavily influenced by a contractual
vision of the sovercign power and an anti-despotic, republican spirit. This
perspective permeated the politics and ideals of large parts of the Florentine
government throughout the first half of the eighteenth century. Moreover,
because the question of the Medici succession became intertwined with the
ongoing discussions between the Bourbons and the Habsburgs, the spread of
these political views reinforced all the more a fierce sense of autonomy and
institutional independence on the part of the Florentine patriciate against any
possible interference by the European powers."

? For recent reassessments of Gian Gastone, see Paoli, “Glan Gastone I de” Medici™
also see Giovan Baltista de” Medici, “Due matrimoni sbagliali” 18; Urbani, “1l Principe
nelle reti” 100-114; Bruschi, Gindiane Dami; Bietli, ed., Gian Gastone. While noting Gian
Gastone’s weaknesses, including his illnesses, lack of energy, and susceptibility to certain
favorites, these works also point out that much of the negative historiography about him
began during the Lorraine dynasty and continued through the risorgimente, when nega-
tive anti-Medicean rumors were taken as facts and Gian Gastone's initiatives Lo lower op-
pressive laxes, implement inore liberal policies towards the Jews, reduce clerical privileges
and influence, prohibit public executions, and maintain a modicum of independence for
Tuscany, albeit under a different dynasty. were downplayed.
" iaz, “Lidea di una nuova cite.”
U See Vorga, Da ‘vittadini™ a “nobill.” 19-21: Rosa, Dispotismo e fibertd: Diaz. “Lidea
repubblicana nel settecento™ Venturi, Seiteeenio riforimaiore
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352 Medici Wonien

court with some of the most important members of the grand ducal govern-
ment. She “chose as her chamberlain monsignor Bartolomeo Corsini, for her
chief gentleman, monsignor Neri Guadagni, for her cup-bearer, the count
Francesco Maria dei Bardi, for her salaried gentleman of the chamber, signor
Andrea Franceschi, for mistress of the chamber the lady Della Gherardesca
Gerini; she chose for mistress of the ladies (matrona delle dame) the lady
Giulia Martelli, and signor Carlo Rinuccini was assigned the responsibility
he always had to preside over her office (segreteria) ™' In addition, “she held
court, received the court ladies twice a week and established all according
to Palatinate etiquette. She distributed alms to the monasteries and needy
families, and organised missions to improve Catholic instruction”!?

But the death of Grand Duke Cosimo I in 1723 brought an end to the
electress’s role at the Tuscan court. The new grand duke, Cosima’s son, Gian
Gastone, had little affection for his sister. Then, in 1731, overriding Cosimo’s
wishes, the great powers of Europe, long aware that Gian Gastone would not
have a successor, agreed among themselves that Don Carlos, the Infante of
Spain, would succeed the Medici dynasty as grand duke of Tuscany.

Despite this setback, the electress obtained from Don Carlos a signifi-
cant number of privileges and prerogatives based on a “family pact” signed in
Florence in July 1731, which essentially upheld the existing political and in-
stitutional order. This pact established that Don Carlos would assume the tille
of grand duke, but also, at the insistence of Gian Gastone, included clauscs
that the Bourbons would make every effort to respect “the constitution of
Tuscany in economic, civil and jurisdictional matters” and to maintain “all

correspandents for the years 1717-1720. Caterina dell’Anno’s “Cultima Medici” offers a
preliminary analysis of this correspendence. See also Verga, “Pitti ¢ Pestinzione.”

" “I'Eletirice Palatina scelse come suo maestro di camera mansignor Bartolomeo
Corsini, per suo primo gentiloomo monsignor Neri Guadagni, per suo coppiere il conte
Francesco Maria dei Bardi, per gentiluomo di camera stipendiato il signor Andrea Tranc-
eschi, per maestra Ji camera la signora Della Gherardesca Gerini; scelse per matrona delle
dame la signora Giulia Martelli e ul signor Carlo Rinuccini fu consegnata la cura che sem-
pre esercitd di presenziare alla sua segreteria’ ASE, MdP 2713, Memioric della Serenissina
Anna Maria Luisa Principessa di Toscana Flettrice Palatina del Reno, ins. 2

¥ “dava udienve, riceveva due volte alla settimana le dame e stabili tutte e etichette
della famiglia palatina. Faceva diverse elemosine ai monasteri, alle (amiglic bisognose
e dispose alcune missioni per migliorare Uistruzione dei cattolici” In ASF, MdP 2713,
Memoric, ins. 2.
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354 Medici Women

the pact of 1731 stipulated that “in addition to intervening in all councils
of State, of Mercy, and of Justice she should also have the power to bestow
in the name of the serene Infante, having became Grand Duke, all civil and
economic posts, all ecclesiastical benefices of the house of the Medici and of
the state, and should also have supervision of all charitable institutions and
of the studio of Pisa™

The agreement between the grand duke and the great powers also pro-
vided for Anna Maria Luisa’s ability to maintain a level of material comfort
and control over her properties that would be in keeping with her status:

After the death of the current ruler the Most Serene Grand Duke
[Gian Gastone], there should not at any time and for any rea-
son be the least impediment to the Most Serene Electress’ abil-
ity to administer by herself and enjoy both the interest and non
interest-bearing income of the enlire patrimony of her lineage
(Casa) [...] and that no contestations or impediments be put on
the natural right to which she is entitled, to be able to dispose
in life and in death of all the rich furnishings. silver, gold, and
jewels that are her property, and of refined and precious mov-
able goods, such as statues, paintings, medallions, and other rare
objects and of jewels, gold, and silver that may be found in the
galleries, guardaroba, and grand ducal palaces at the time of His
Screne Highness’s death.™

2w

oltre a dover intervenire in tutti i consigli di Stato, di Grazia e Giuslizia, abbia

pure il potere di conferire in nome del serenissimo Infante. divenuto Gran Duca. tutti gli
impieghi civili et economici, tutti i benetici ecolesiastici di ius patronato della Casa e dello
Stato ed abbia pure la sopraintendenza dei luoghi pii e dello studio pisano. ASE, MdP 2713,
Memoric, ins. 2.

*2*Che dopo la morte del Ser.mo Gran Duca regnante nos sia mai in alcun tempo né
per qualungue causa dalo il minimo impedimento alla Serama Eletirice di amministrare
da se stessa ¢ godure tutto lo stabile fruttifero ¢ non fruttifero dell intero pairimenio della
sua Casa [...] e che non gli sia impugnata né impedita a facolta naturale che gli compete
di poter disporre in vita & in morte di tutte Je ricche suppellettili, degli argenti, ori e gioie
di sua proprieta, come ancora del mobile erudito e prezioso di slatue, pitture, medaglic ¢
altre rarita ¢ delle gioie, ori e argenti che alla morte di S.AR. si troveranna nulle gallerie,
guardaroba ¢ patazzi del granduca” ASE, MdAP 2713, Memoric, ins. 2. These stipulations
were ratified in the pact.
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356 Medici Women

them clearly. Each type of revenue is administered by three or
four different tribunals, all of which profit from this; the expenses
are all paid in the same way: there is no one here who hasa clearly
defined set of tasks. [...] The only way to loosen this knot, which
one can call Gordian, is to cut it and create a new system: but this
can only be done with time, work and patience.

This assessment not only reveals the impatience and even prejudice with
which the Lorraine rulers viewed the political and institutional structures
of the Medici principality, but also, above all, the desire to move towards a
substantial dismantling of the structure of the grand duchy.

The arrival of Richecourt in Florence also coincided with an unex-
pected shift in attitude regarding the rights and prerogatives of the electress.
The letters from the prince of Craon to the new grand duke between July and
August of 1737 discuss the acts of deference shown to the electress and the
care with which he cultivated a good relationship with her, but in a dispatch
of 3 September, just after the arrival in Florence of the hard-driving count of
Richecourt, he reported that in his relationship with the e

lectress, it might
be necessary to resort to a bit more “authorité”™ A few wecks later, Craon

delivered to the electress a letter in which the grand duke offered her the
regency of Tuscany but which placed precise and considerable limits on any

real governing authority she might have. Despite this harsh turn of events,

** “Le gouvernement de ce pays est un cahos presquiimpuossible 4 débrouiller, cest

un mélange daristocratie, de démocratic e de monarchie. Il semble que Jon a pris plaisir

is les voir au chir. Chaque sorte de
revenu est régi par trois ou quatre tribunaux, quiy participent, les dépenses

a entremesler les affaires de fagon qubn ne puisscjama

se pavent de fa
méme fagon, il 0’y en a aucune qui ait une assignation simple ny egale 4 la dépense [...] Le
suel expedient pour désmeler ce necud quon peul appeler gordien, sera de le couper ¢l
de prendre un nouveau systeme; mais cela ne peul ge faire quavec du temps, du travail et
de la patience” ASE, Reggenza 12, fols, 7-22, dispatch of I

Richecourt 1o the grand duke.
10 September 1737, now published in its entirety in Clerc

Q. Frangois Eticnne de Lorraine,
161-163, For a dizcussion of the Lorraine dynasty’s efforts to reforn the government and
laws of Tuscany in subsequent decades and the obstacles encauntere

d, see Verga, “La
Reggenza Lorenese”

7 The letters sent by Craon to the grand duke in July and August of 173
insists on the importance of having good rel
Miscellanea Medivea (henceforth MAT) 602,

7 in which he
ations with the Electress can be found in ASE
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Medici Women

adorn the Most Serene Grand Dukes and Grand Duchesses of
Tuscany, and these must be kept in this city of Florence along
with the statues, paintings, medals and many other singular

rarities found among the inheritance of the Electress Palatine’s
ruling family.*

The family pact did not bind the Medici possessions to the state, but rather
obligated the Lorraine grand duke and his dynastic successors to pay off the
Medici debt, to “maintain the credit of the public funds” and “to preserve for
always within Florence and the state the most precious furnishings collected
by past sovereigns so that they will continue to adorn it and attract the curios-
ity of foreigners”*

This act, which played a central role in making Florence the city of
the Uffizi and of the Palatine Gallery, marks the end of the public life of the
Princess Anna Maria Luisa. It is also marks the beginning of the “myth” of
the Electress Palatine, which became part of the rhetorical construction of
Florence as a city of art and of museums,

For an understanding of how and when these notions developed, it be-
hooves us to begin by turning to a book of memoirs about Anna Maria Luisa,
princess of Tuscany and electress palatine, composed by an anonymous au-
thor in the summer of 1743, just months after her death. The book offers
a careful reconstruction of the complicated events surrounding the ducal
succession and the role of the electress in the rocky shoals of the negoliations
with Francis Stephen.** As the author well recalled, the princess was supposed
to renounce all rights of succession to the wealth of the Medici upon her
marriage to the Elector Palatine. Soon thereafter, the Holy Roman Emperor

denicd her the right to govern the Medici state after the death of the last male
representative of the Medici dynasty — a right that had been recognized in

#“Je givic che si troveranno nella di lei eredita, detratie quelle lasciate per fegato [ ],
se ne faccia inventario e i uniscano alle gioie provenienti dalla sua famiglia e che si chiam-
eranno dello Stato, ad eifetto che Puso di esse deva servire per ornamento dei Serenissimi
Granduchi ¢ Granduchesse regnanti in Toscana, per duvere tuite e gempre ¢ in perpetuo
conservarsi in questa cittd di Firenze, insieme con tutle le stawe, pitture, medaglie ¢ lante
altre raritd singolari. ritrovate nell’eredita della famiglia regnanie dell'Eletrice Palating”
ASE Trattali Internazionali 62, ins, 1, Testament of 3 April 1739, fols, 30 31,

“ASE Trattati internazionali 56, ins. 6, Article IV,

" See Verga, “Retoriche cittadine ¢ storie della citia”

"TASE MdP 2713, Menorie. ins. 2
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360 Medici Women

In the years immediately following her death, the Florentine celebra-
tions in honour of the electress and her virtues emphasised the sacrificio dei
suoi interessi, a theme that took on the value of Christian virtue, as w

ell as
an appreciation of her feminine resignation to a personal destiny that was
beyond her control in the f;

ace of political changes that her dynasty and her
country could only observe but not change. The memory of the Electress
Palatine seems to have attached itself to that feminine, ¢

“hristian image of
self-sacrifice and acceptance of a destiny that relegated her to the margins
of the political

scene. The princess seemed to reinforce this image with her
voluntary retirement to the convent of the Quiete.

On reading these accounts it seems that the young and brilliant prin-
cess who during her years of residence at Disseldorf had corresponded with
her uncle, the cardinal Francesco, sending him letters that were rich in acute
political reflections and witty and worldly observations, later assumed the
role of a princess witnessing the collapse of the House of
tian humility.” The electress palatine who knew
court; the haughty princess who had imposed s
etiquette upon her return to the Florentine court and who had managed, to
her own benefit, her relations with the other widow of the Pittj Palace, the
Princess Violante of Bavaria; the avid collector of jewels, who w.
time, a woman of great and sincere religious devotjon,’*
years a witness to the end of her dynasty
impotent g

Medici with Chris-
how to shine at the elector’s
evere ceremony and a rigid

as at the same
* became in her final
and of its system of government, an
uardian of its traditions and customs, alone in the d
rights and in the construction of the family m
was a double m

efense of jts
ausoleum. Truth be told, this
ausoleum: a real one, the Medici chapel, made of stone, and
another, ideal one, made up of the collections of
princess bequeathed to the duke of Lorraine in t
that these should never leave Florence.

art and family jewels that the
he pact of 1737, on condition

sacrifizio che ella doveva fare con tante cessioni del ricco privato patrimonia e dj tuite Je
inestimabili suppelteutili della sua famiglia, ASE, MdP 2713, Mewrorie, ins. 2.

¥ Of great interest, for example, are the Electress’ letters of 1701, in which her con-
cerns about the tense international situation at the start of the War of the Spunish Succes-
sion appear alongside references to common interests in Howers, ve
about court life. ASE, MdP 5853, On the Electress’ letters from Dissseldorf, sce Kithn
Steinhausen, “Der Bricfwechsel” and her brief profile
de’ Medici.

ASE MM 1, ins. 3 cont
and holy pictures re

getables, and gossip
of the Electress, Anna Afaria Luisa

ains dozens of printed and NINUSCTIPL prayers, sermons,

produced on cards, which were collected by Anna Maria Luisa,
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362 Medici Women

These concerns were exacerbated because the electress showed litile
faith in the Lorraine ministers during the negotiations over the family ac-
cord, which was supposed to be signed in Vienna at the end September 1737,
Writing to Rinuccini shortly before then, she noted, “

I hear that Richecourt
is always doing battle™ Spe

aking of a personal encounter with him, she re-
marked sarcastically, “Richecourt came to see me; as usual

» he spoke a great
deal and is always right#

As already mentioned, with the Family Pact signed in Vienna on 31
October 1737 and with her will of April 1739, the electress would impose the
obligation that the Medici dynasty’s art collections and jewels not be removed
from Florence and other parts of the state.* The key words of these docu-
ments are clear, and it is upon them, though slowly and with some difficulty,
that the city gradually built the civic myth of the princess to whom Fl
owes the preservation of the vast artistic patrimony of the
the public in the modern sense of the term.

orence
Medici for use of
¥ Indeed, the establishment of a
museum open to the public, on the model that Grand Duke Peter L

would build three decades after the death of Anna Maria Luisa,
concept she h

eopold

was not a
arboured, nor was it an clement present in the culture of her
time. Quite the contrary, it is clear from clauses in her 1739 will, in which
she created a trust to benefit a future blood relative of the

Medici grand ducal
family, that the electress was deeply attached to t

he values of dynastic conti-
nuity® as well as to safeguarding the works of art, jewels, and relics that made

allodiali gid obbligati per il debito dei monti. And in the same volume, see varjous proposals
advanced by Richecourt for the management of the allodial properties of the Florentine
dynasty and for the properties of the electress in France.

“ “sento che il Richecourt & sempre in battaglia” Undated letter
the sunimer of 1737, ASE MdP 6346,

45w

but probably from

Fu da me Richecourt, che al solito parlt molto et 4 sempre ragione lui” ASE, Mdp
6346, fol. 144. This tart observation undermines the idea adv
ans that “the founders of the new dynasty |.
obsequiousness” lowar

anced by some later histori-
-] created a good impression by their tactful
ds the electress. See Acton. The Last Medici, 308,

" The text of the pectand the will have been published many times. The It

lution of the pact can be found in ASF, Trattati internazion
in ASE Trattati internazionali 62/1.

alian trans-
ali 56/6 and the electress’ will is

*On the slowness that characterised the project to build a monument to Anna M

Luisa front 1946 1o the present, see Alberto Bruschi's
Litisa l!('.}\lf'difi.

ariu
introduction to Casciv, Aniig Alaria

 the 1739 will created a trust (Adeicommissum primogeniale) consisting of 300

shares in the government’s salt fund (Monte del Sale) in favor of a secalur male agnate
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364 Medici Women

half of the eighteenth century into a reflection on the origins and constitution
ofa political society disposed to find in the celebration of its Etruscan past, in
the linguistic primacy of the Tuscan language, and even in the history of the
passage from republic to principality strong motives to support the autonomy
of the state. It was in this context that Florentines understood many of the
significant cultural events of the first part of the century. The publication
in 1723~1724, a century after its author’s death, of Thomas Dempster’s De
Etruria regali, which was the first detailed study of Etruscan civilization;™ the
launching of Etruscan studies at Cortona with the founding of the Accademia
Elruscain 1727;™ the publication of the fourth edition of the Accademia della
Crusca’s Vocabulario;® the first printing, in 1721, of Benedetto Varchi’s six-
teenth-century Storia fiorentina;* and the writing in mid-eighteenth century
of the Saggio di storia letteraria fiorentina by the Florentine patrician Giovan
Battista Nelli*" — all represent the careful selection and use on the part of the
grand duchy’s ruling class of certain motifs of Florentine history and culture
for deployment in the contemporary historical and juridical debates that ac-
companied the difficult vicissitudes of the Medici succession.™
It was, however, with the reconstruction of artistic traditions and
the formation of rich collections of objets dart that we see the emergence
of one of the mast effective motives for celebrating the good governance of
the Medici and the allegedly historical alliance between the dynasty and the
Florentine patriciate. In this way the collections of art and precious objects,
and more gencrally the attention paid to art, came to represent the most im-
portant bond between the Medici and the patriciate: this was an instrumental
celebration on the part of the patriciate of fealty to the Medici — an assertion,
however, that served, above all, to reclaim their role in government against
the contentions of the new Lorraine dynasty. The Medici collections and those
of the Florentine noble families represented more than simply the testimony
* see Leighton and Castelino, “Thamas Dempster and Ancient Ftruria”
™ Barocchi and Gallo, eds., LAccademia Etrusca.
¥ On the fourth edition of the Vocabolario, see Vilale, “Ta IV edizione del Vocabo-
lario della Crusea” and Paradi, Quattre secoli di Crusca, For an account of these events by
the vicesecretary ol the Crusca, see Alamanni, “Notizie storiche della quarta edizione”

Sy

‘archi's Storiu Fiorenting, commissioned by Cosimo 1in the sisteenth century, was
first published in a printed edition in 1721,
Nelli, Sageio di storia letteraria forentina.

3K . P B . N R ST B -
“* TFor a more detailed discussion, see Verga, “La Coeltura del Settecento.” 125- 152,

of a share
greater, cle
Perhaps tl
creation, i
the public
Buonarros
Uthzi Gall
ment icor
the riches
Itis nots
amply illt
the Nicco
Ginori, al
cused on
and the V
to be an
patriciate
of their ¢
cultural i1
to magnil
Wh
palatinate
cation” of
ingly unlt
“public”
so much
dynasties

much as!

™ Tor
On the rol
but also m
enteenth ©

o rqu
della lovo
istorica de

"
o Neri Co
ms 2179,



WeL Vs vy GIg] L GIOPY D YO SRR GL T Py S g et :.r.cw

‘AW PIPSA 3U1 JO UONBIGI[PY PUE YIIIY U 8¢ yonu
v — Anjued uadyda oyl jo sapedap sty A ul poseaddesip jey) saNSTUAD

{ue — Ap © JO UONDUNXA 211 yonut 08
uelR)] JEUOnEY, ARl 9 JO U0 Lseudp e ) nous ny

10U JUEALT 198 A1) JEYl UONRZI[edl SNOISU0D B ISOUE ShM a1y, Q.B.Eﬂnﬁ
SURUDIO[Y Y} PUE SUOINID[[0D DIPIN dY) UIIMIG PUoq alqeyeosqun A[But
~(2as © PaBI0] I SLUTY DUTLS AU} T8 1RL) PUE 2DULILIYUL DIPa] 23 Jo  UoneD
-ILENASIT,, JO 1208 STY) PIUIYIBLUDLIS £jseudp oUrRIIOT] MIU A UO seupyered
mmobuoﬁ a1 £q pasodity JUSWILLHLIOD S JEYY STIUIPIAS SIS JRYM |
LopURPWOY,, $11 j0 A10[3 3t Ajudewr 03
PaysIMm suoissassod S1 pue Jas) ySnoay 1wy erarsed € Jo sIsa1Nul [eAHD
pue (pIEam oy} PajoIxd OS[e SIUINJOA 35U, ‘sonea pateys 1adaop 1o ._M
57UAPIAD DJaM $1$211UL LeTIENDRUE pUE JUSTIE pub 2158 RIS § MeILnE
ap pue sLiseudp DIPAW YL 1BR ‘eudis [eonmod papoddp Apisea ue 29 0}
paune s1eak 950U} UL YDIYM ‘eapl ) pautote SaUIN[0A IS, “HIOJ2A 33 pue
wepens) a3 ‘1ppeD) AP — suenLned [PUOLIIPPE JO SUONIR[02 ) Ew pasn
-0} 'suag JN0OQE Os|E DWN[OA PUOIIS Y AIYM ‘gaf[rure) uepdLied (B 10Ul
o) pUR noLIBUONG ) ‘TURIALIID) 3YI LISIPILIZD nmﬁo ay) ,_E_o.uui o
qzzOAG A JO SO} S [[PM SB UOHDI[[OD [EdNP puesd oyp pajensnip Ajdure
‘SwoS uo Pasnd0] YoIM FUNJOA ISTY 33 UT Iy} U Gurstadans 1ou st
o A197[eD) TR0y 3y} w1 A[[eidadsa pue ‘puepIOy 1o @w SWINISNLL IS A
ur pRYy ade s3ULy) JUdHUR pue snomard Auew Mo, >:8E%.~wc:cu,_ juow
0P 0 SEM 025 3U JO [E08 A TUUIADURY T[[Pd addasnin K1afes) 12N
a1} JO 10122I1P I pue A;RUuonIUny [EINP I 01 Suiproooy 4 Modreuong
oddi[i 1012113G JO UOHDIILP Y} JOPUN OUFUDIOLT OISHN IT O vonjearynd a3
s0wwo1d 01 OUNUAIOL] 0ASNA PP t12dO,|[PP B1A1A0G A4} JO ‘gz /1 Ul ‘UonRaI
§ [UISI07) OALIO[OLIEE PUE LIIN SI ST JO 3IUIPIAD Jordxo Jsow 3 zmns.am
[euonnnsul pue [eoniod RN STM TR ON[EA poolsapun A[1ea[> \Iaeals
® U0 Y00} SUORDI([0D AU, SPPOT [EAMIMI UOLIOD PUE 21803 paleys v Jo

¢o¢ HLAN ANV AOHLVELS (VSINT VIUVIA VNNY

Auowmsay oyl A[duus uey 210w pauosordol safIwey [qOU SUNUAIOL] AU} JO
IS0 PUE SUOTID|0D 1DIPIJN A, KISTUAP 2UTRLIO | MOU D] JO SUOLIUIL0D 23U
ISUIEFL JUSILLIAOS UL 9[04 UAYI WIRDAL O] [[B 2A0QR ‘PAAIIS JBL]) TOAIMOY
‘uonIssE ue — 1DIPIA 243 03 A31ed) Jo Aeratned oy Jo 1xed oyl vo onrIQARD
[EIUDUINLISUL UL SeM SIY) 2IRDLIRd 1) PUR 1PN 24} U32MIaQ puoq 1uertod
-win ysowr 2} Juasaidar 0y owred “4re 03 pred uonusite sy A[jeasuad arow pue
190(qo snotoard pue 1w jo suonsajod A Aem s up aredLRd QUNUAIOL]
3y} pue AJseUAp dy) udamIaq UL [BILI0ISTY A[pago|[e a3 pue PIPsy Elup)
Jo adueuIRA0S pool oI BUNRIG[ED 10] SIATIOW 2ANIYD ISOW ) JO BUO JO
3DUIBIOUID DY) 998 am Jey) LD P $1200 JO SUOTIDOD YIIT JO uoreurIo} ay)
put SUORIPEL dNSTIE JO UORINLSUOIIT 3} YIIM I2AIMOY ‘Sem )
3 UOISSIIDNS IIIPAJA I} JO SIPMISSINA INOYYIP 213 partredurod
-DB Je sayeqap [edtpuml pue [eanioisry Aretodwaiuon s ur juowsudap 1o)
31 IND pue ATOISIY SUBUIOL] JO STHOW UIR)I9d Jo ssep Furnd s Ayonp puetsd
o jo yred a1 uo asn pue uondaps MaIed A} JUasardar e — 1jjoN eisniey
ueAor uetiyed sunuaiol ayl 4q vunusioy viwiara) viiogs 1 013818 Ay o
Ammuad qruvspyBra-pru ur Suniim ay) pue  wuyusLol viois Amjud-yuaa)
XIS S IUDIRA ONOPaUAY JO “[7£T Ul ‘Sunuid 1811 o), fonppnguoog Seasnar)
B{[9P RIWAPEIDY 3L} JO UORIPA Y3anu} 3t} jo uonesrqnd ays {2z [ Ul easnag
BILIDPEIDY 311 JO FUIPUNO] ) YHAM RUOLIOT) 18 SIPNIS UBISNT JO Burgpune|
A} T HOTIRZIIAD UBISNIT JO APNIS PI[IRIIP IS1Y ) $BM UTYM ‘yudar vLnd
3 sInsdura sewoyy, Jo “Qaedp $IoUIMe I IaYe AINUDd ® ‘BTLI-C7/] Ul
uoneatqnd ayy, £muad oyl o 1red jsuy ay) Jo sJULA [EINIMD JesyIuSs
U Jo AUBLI POOISIOPUN SIUNUIION] JBY) XU SIY) UL $BM 1 “91EIS ayy Jo
Awouoine o3 110ddns o3 saanow Suons Aypedound oy srgndaar wouy afessed
a1 Jo L1081y ayy Ut udad pue *afenduey uessny ay3 jo Loewind ausmau o)
up sed uedsnay $I1jO UOnRIGa)Pa aY) 1l puy o] pasodsip £1510s feontod T Jo
HonIMINSU0d PUE SUISLIO A U0 UOHDA[JAT B UL AU Yuaaydio ay jo ey

IO 11PN TOE




366 Medici Women

Not surprisingly, in 1741 when the first history of the Medici dynasty
was published, it was dedicated 1o the “Grand Princess of Tuscany;” the elec-
tress palatine, who was still alive. Written by Giuseppe Maria Bianchini of
Prato, and titled Historical Discourses about the Grand Dukes of Tuscany from
the Royal House of the Medici, Protectors of Letters and Fine Arts,* the book
told the story of the dynasty from Cosimo I to Gian Gastone by celebrating
the family’s historic commitment to the protection and collection of litera-
ture and the arts rather than their political accomplishments, which were the
focus of more traditional histories. “Let others,” remarked the author, “write
about the wars, the political manoeuvres, and kinship ties forged by this Great
House with the most powerful monarchies, by means of which this house
played a central role in the major affairs of Europe for two centuries; for me,
it is enough to describe what I have already proposed for the Glory of these
Royal Princes, who were once our sovereigns; and because it will be clear
{rom this that they have employed their generosity in these things [the arts
and letiers] to whose protection those whom God the Almighty has called to
power and to govern the people will always be obligated; because on them
[the arts and letters] depend in gran part the well-being and the happiness of
the selfsame people”* To underscore this theme, the frontispiece of the book
contains a lovely engraving celebrating Florence as a “new Athens”

The reasons cited in the Family Pact of 1737 and in Anna Maria Luisas
will of 1739 for keeping the Medici cultural patrimony in Florence were to
preserve it for the adornment of the state, the utility of the public, and the
attraction of the curiosity of foreigners. Yet to understand these reasons fully
and the motivations behind them, we must place them within the political
and cultural context described above. In this framework, her commitment to
the preservation of an artistic patrimony that, because of its permanent con-
nection to the city of Florence, would benefit the city and its visitors was not

2 Bianchini, Raggionamenti Istorici dei Gran Duchi di Toscana delln Reale Casa de’
Medici protettari delle lettere, e detle belle arti,

“*“Serivano pure altri di questa Gran Casa le guerre, i politici Maneggi, e le Parentcle,
fatte eziando co” maggiori Monarchi, per le quali cose ella ha avuto per due secoli lanta
parte ne’ maggiori allari dell’Europa; ed a me bastera solo I'andare descrivendo quanto
ho git proposto, per Gloria di questi Reali Principi, gid nostri Sovrani; ¢ perché da cio ne
risulti chiaramente, che eglino hanno impiegato la loro generosita in quelle cose, a proteg-
gerele quali saranno sempre obbligati caloro. che da Dio, Ottime, Massimo chiamati sono
atla Signoria, ed al governo de’ Popoli; puiché da esse il bene, ¢ 1a felicita de’ medesimi in
gran parte dipende” Bianchini, 2ei Gron Duchi i Toscam, xxiii -xxiv,
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