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In February 2018, the Department of Architecture of the University of
Florence (DIDA) promoted an open and public analysis and evaluation of
the research carried out by the Department during its first five years of
existence in order to define its strategy, the relationship with third and
second cycle education, the role of experimental research and the DIDA-
LABS laboratory system, as well as of research units and inter-university
research centers.

The objective of the DIDA Research Week, through the documentation,
communication and evaluation of the activites carried out by the De-
partment in national and international research projects or in individual
or exploratory projects, is an analysis and an in-depth reflection on the
research activites at all levels carried out during the first five years of
the Department: a wide and transparent reflection which communicates
what the research carried out by DIDA is in all its different forms, call-
ing the most qualified colleagues in Florence, Italy and abroad to discuss
and to evaluate it and to contribute to the identification of future goals,
strategies and actions.

The transparency strategy in scientific communication developed by the
Department plays a central role not only concerning the dissemination of
knowledge but above all for the effective evaluation by the entire scien-
tific community, certainly more effective than the current assessment
procedures.The increasingly international dimension of research and ed-
ucation requires the maximum possible transparency and accessibility of
research results.

The Department’s commitment to supporting scientific journals, the
DIDAPress publishing, the Communication Laboratory and the first DIDA
Research Week itself aims to meet this need.




DIDA RESEARCH WEEK 5 YEARS OF RESEARCH BY THE DEPARTMENT DIDA 2013-2017:
AN ASSESSMENT FOR THE FUTURE PROGRAM.

19-23 February 2017

Santa Teresa, via della Mattonaia 8, 50121 Florence

Monday 19 February
Disciplinary research

Interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research

Tuesday, February 20
Competitive research, horizon 2020, industrial research, design research,
research for the third mission

Research communication, magazines and scientific publishing

Wednesday 21 February
The Ph.D. Course in Architecture

Thursday 22 February
Research, training and profession. DIDALABS, Research Units and Research Centers

Applied research experiences

Round table: Research, training, profession: DIDA Open perspectives

Friday 23 February
Research, training and profession in the design area:
scenarios and strategies for the design and project area
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Architecture & Project

Back to live in the Old City

Social Housing in Taranto

InTarantois even more evident than anywhere else the piercing step of the different con-
ditions of urbanity, where to a compact city, perspective, medieval/renaissance, builtina
continuum of overlapping and concretion, from the Greek to the modernera, has opposed
a anti-perspective city, widespread, de-hierarchized that consists of satellites, banlieue,
over the edge that if in a modernist time could have something heroic for social and for-
mal aspirations projected towards a new type of city dweller, now, devoid of geometries
implementation which have givenrise, have become an abandoned and border territory.
Rethinking the Old City, the great ill, has not only a value of social emancipation possi-
ble through the tools of architecture, but also acquires the value of the symbol towards a
restoration of some healthy identity values that society too abruptly wanted abandon in
aracetothe bottominasingle thought.

Contrary to what may seem it is not a problem of housing density but rather of housing
identity.

The choice of places, shared with the owner Administration of the same ones, as of the
large part of the island (maybe that's anotherissue), has undergone a long series of tests
and questions in the field that have emphasized how people there want to finally be-
come inhabitants.

The image of a city that can evolve without increasing its volume suggests the need for
action to fill and consolidate the structure, drawing on these new built structures all the
strains able to propagate anidea of architecture newly and proudly considered the centre
of the urban phenomenon. The hypothesis of giving rise to new realities of life dedicated
tosocializing, tourism and temporarily living students, has produced design experiences
with deliberately powerful and evocative character. On this track born the idea of objects
made to be able to meet the needs of daily life playing their role of tools for work, teach,
live, show the arts and welcome tourismin its most recent forms of informality.

A public gym, a theatre, a place to create and exhibit art, places for study, for collective
and transversal education, may be the real answers, minimal and simple, to the ques-
tions that this city has.

This new architectural apparatus should aspire to be items for discussion, cells of a ben-
eficial virus which, inoculated into the urban texture of the Old City, should propagate a
new perspective on the opportunity to interact with it, according to new rules based on
the quality of living and the sense of appearance that this community has to find in the
architecture forms of which are the expression.
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DIDA, the Department of Architecture of the Univer-
sity of Florence, performed an open and public analy-
sis and evaluation of the scientific research carried
out during the first five years of activity since its
establishment, in order to define its research stra-
tegies, their relationship with the 2nd and 3rd cycle
education, the role of experimental research and the
system of labs at DIDA (DIDALABS), as well as the
role of research units and interuniversity research
centers.

The aim of the DIDA Research Week Book 2018 is
to communicate the results of such research, in all
the aspects which were carried out at DIDA during its
first five years of activity.
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