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South European Society and Politics: The Road Travelled 
so Far
Susannah Verney and Anna Bosco

ABSTRACT
This article marks a milestone in the development of South 
European Society and Politics (SESP) as the journal hands 
over to a new editorial team. Looking back over more than 
a quarter-century of publication, the work begins by discuss
ing the journal’s mission and goals. Presenting new empirical 
data, it first takes stock of the published output, revealing the 
major research themes covered. Next, it investigates charac
teristics of authorship including gender balance, career stage, 
co-authorship and academic affiliation, before considering 
SESP’s influence on the academic community.

KEYWORDS 
Journal publishing; research 
topics; journal authors; 
gender; academic career 
stage; journal impact; 
Southern Europe; social 
science journal

The current issue of South European Society and Politics (SESP) is the 99th since 
the journal originally commenced publication in 1996. It is also the last issue to 
be produced under the leadership of the current Editors. Therefore this seems 
an appropriate moment to take stock of the journal’s record and what it has 
achieved so far.

In an introductory editorial in the inaugural issue, it was declared that one of the 
journal’s goals was to ‘encourage work on the region’. In purely quantitative terms, 
the journal seems to have done just that, at least judging by the volume of its 
published output. To date, SESP has published a total of 679 articles. In addition, 47 
review articles, covering several books on a similar theme, and 305 individual book 
reviews appeared, before these features were discontinued under the pressure of 
increasing submissions and the need to devote more space to research articles. In 
2006, the journal moved from its original three issues a year to four. Although it is 
a regional studies publication, concerned with an area once seen as somewhat 
marginal to main European concerns, SESP surprised everyone – including its 
Editors – when it was ranked in the first quartile of the Journal Citation Reports.

Both the authors of this article have a long association with the journal. Our 
participation in the editorial team dates back to the 1990s and we became 
Editors in 1999 and 2008, respectively. In this short article, our farewell to SESP, 
we try to look beyond the headline numbers mentioned above. We begin by 
outlining what the journal set out to do, including its geographical definition of 
Southern Europe. Then, we take a dive into the journal’s archive in order to 
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provide some data on what SESP has published. An examination of patterns of 
authorship is followed by a consideration of the journal’s impact. We conclude 
by thanking all those who have worked on the SESP project.

Defining the journal’s borders

Misson and strategies

South European Society and Politics was launched in 1996, two decades after the 
regime changes which sparked a new interest in Europe’s South and encour
aged social scientists to treat it as a region with common characteristics. The 
mid-1990s was a particularly fertile period for the growing field of South 
European studies. In 1995, just one year before SESP’s first appearance, the 
major project on Southern Europe in Comparative Perspective, led by Richard 
Gunther and Nikiforos P. Diamandouros and supported by the Social Science 
Research Council of the United States, published the first of its five volumes. In 
the field of academic journals, the same year saw the birth of both The Journal of 
Modern Italian Studies and Modern Italy. What was missing was a journal dedi
cated to the study of the region as a whole and this was the gap that SESP aimed 
to fill.

In the introductory editorial, the members of the first editorial team, headed 
by founding Editors, Martin Baldwin-Edwards and Martin Rhodes, declared the 
journal’s aim was to provide a ‘forum’ for research on the region, including 
‘comparative interdisciplinary studies of southern Europe, along with innovative 
country and sub-national studies’ (Baldwin-Edwards et al. 1996). To this end, it 
was planned to publish a variety of material, including research articles, briefing 
papers, review articles, book reviews and a ‘Research Forum’ section. The latter, 
which included conference reports and news on recent publications and 
ongoing research projects, was discontinued after 2000, as the rapid growth 
of electronic communication provided a better medium for this kind of informa
tion. However, its initial inclusion was indicative of the journal’s early aim to 
serve as an information hub and to promote closer links among scholars study
ing the region.

The traditional view of area studies, still quite prevalent when the journal was 
launched, tended to adopt an all-encompassing approach towards knowledge 
about a particular region and to include, for example, language, literature and 
culture. From the start, SESP did not position itself in this genre. It explicitly 
limited itself to the social sciences, excluding the humanities with the partial 
exception of contemporary history. The inaugural ‘Editor’s Note’ defined the 
disciplines to be covered as political science, sociology, social policy, social 
anthropology, and political economy, and clarified that both qualitative and 
quantitative analysis would be welcome. This initial statement of the journal’s 
goals remained the guiding light after the change in editorial leadership in 1999.
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The keystone of SESP’s mission has thus been to deepen our understanding 
of Southern Europe – or rather, of its domestic politics and society, as foreign 
and security policy is explicitly excluded from its remit. At the same time, for 
a regional studies journal, it is important not to become insular or parochial. 
Increasingly, therefore, in its practice, SESP has aimed to contribute area-based 
knowledge to wider social science debates. The goal has been for its case 
studies to resonate beyond the specific national or regional experience and 
also speak to scholars without a particular interest in Southern Europe, but with 
an interest in the broader issues raised. This has also served the broader purpose 
of promoting the integration of the study of Southern Europe into the larger 
field of comparative European politics.

Topicality and relevance have thus been important criteria for publication in 
SESP. Another has been accessibility in terms of clarity and language. It has been 
a journal objective that articles should speak to an inclusive readership, from 
students to journalists, for example. SESP has also aimed to publish articles 
which illuminate basic aspects of South European domestic politics and which 
can be used by colleagues to add South European examples to their teaching 
syllabi.

Particularly important here are elections, the key event of political participa
tion and weathervane of political change in any national political system. SESP 
has aspired to be a ‘go-to’ resource for South European election material. 
Specifically, a strategic decision was taken in the early 2000s to encourage the 
submission of articles on the significant electoral contests in the region, a policy 
which has been pursued consistently for the last twenty years.

A changing academic environment

For some time after the fall of the dictatorships, a certain air of exceptionalism 
continued to cling to Southern Europe. While it had become an interesting object 
of study, there was a tendency to perceive it as a region apart, in a different 
category from the rest of Western Europe and somewhat marginal to mainstream 
concerns. Then, after the wave of studies on its democratisation peaked in the 
1980s and 1990s, the region rather went out of academic fashion. However, from 
late 2009, the eurozone crisis, triggered by the apparent imminence of a sovereign 
debt default in Greece, brought the Southern fringe of the European Union to the 
forefront of international news, refocusing academic attention on it.

The experience of Southern states under international bailouts played into 
broader debates about the political, social and economic impacts of harsh 
austerity and conditional sovereignty. The 2015–16 refugee and migrant crisis 
with its disruptive effects on domestic politics then kept Southern Europe in the 
spotlight. Meanwhile, renewed interest in Turkey was sparked by the 2013 mass 
mobilisations against the government and the following years of protracted 
democratic crisis, culminating in regime change. Today, the legacy of these 
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critical years continues to reverberate and to reshape Southern Europe: the 
journal has tried to respond to the greatly increased demand for academic 
analyses of what has been happening.

Besides the shifting kaleidoscope of current events affecting the journal’s 
fields of concern, there have also been other important changes. The period of 
27 years since the journal’s launch has coincided with the rapid development of 
the social sciences in South European universities. In the mid-1990s, political 
science, to give one example, was already institutionalised in Italy but elsewhere 
had only recently acquired autonomy from other disciplines. Since then, there 
has been a rapid rise in the number of university departments offering relevant 
degrees, as well as the emergence and impressive growth of postgraduate 
studies. The result has been a major expansion in the number of social scientists 
within the region who are potential SESP readers and authors. This period has 
also coincided with the growing internationalisation of academic life and parti
cularly of academic assessment, encouraging interest in publishing in interna
tional journals. This major change in its operating environment has clearly 
benefited the journal and played an important part in its development.

The shape of Southern Europe

The journal’s inaugural editorial defined Southern Europe as consisting of 
‘Portugal, Spain, Italy and Greece – along with smaller states such as Malta 
and Cyprus’ (Baldwin-Edwards et al. 1996, p. vii). Τhe first part of this definition 
reflected what by then – two decades after the parallel regime changes in 
Portugal, Greece and Spain – had become a widely accepted grouping, along 
with earlier democratiser Italy, as a distinct South European region with com
mon characteristics. This group has sometimes been referred to as ‘core 
Southern Europe’ or, in more recent decades, as ‘old Southern Europe’. 
Meanwhile, the inclusion of the island-states of Cyprus and Malta was influ
enced by the fact they were already on the European Union membership 
trajectory which led to their accession in 2004.

In addition, the Editors suggested that southern France, ‘whilst lacking the 
autonomy of an independent state’, could potentially be included as well 
(Baldwin-Edwards et al. 1996, p. viii). In practice, France remained marginal to 
SESP. The journal’s published content includes very little French material: just 
five single-country case studies as well as three articles in which it was 
employed as a comparative case, amounting to around one per cent of the 
journal’s total published output. Instead, it was Turkey which emerged as a new 
significant country for SESP. Turkey was included as a comparative case in an 
article in the journal’s first issue and the first Turkish single-country study was 
published in 1997. But in the journal’s first five years (1996–2000), only 
4.5 per cent of articles covered or included Turkey, compared to 19.5 per cent 
in the last five years (2018–2022).
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From the early 2000s, the journal’s revised mission statement reflected this 
new reality. It defined SESP’s geographical scope as encompassing Italy, Greece, 
Portugal, Spain, Turkey, Cyprus and Malta and it is these seven South European 
countries which have formed the journal’s subject of study. In its coverage of the 
divided island of Cyprus, the journal has aimed at inclusivity. The first article on 
the Turkish Cypriot community appeared in 2003. In total, SESP has published 
14 articles on or including developments in the northern part of Cyprus, 
amounting to 2.1 per cent of the journal’s total published output. Meanwhile, 
despite regularly receiving submissions on the Balkans, the journal has reso
lutely declined to expand into a regional dynamics shaped by the legacies of 
communism and the Yugoslav Wars.

A keyhole into the journal’s content

The presence of the South European states

We now turn to examine the comparative presence of each of these countries in 
the journal. Figure 1(a) shows the percentage of the journal’s total published 
articles which feature each of the SESP countries. What is immediately apparent 
is the continued predominance of ‘old Southern Europe’, with even the smaller 
pair of countries, Greece and Portugal, each featuring in over one-fifth of 
articles. Italy appears in significantly more than one-quarter, while Spain’s 
share approaches an impressive one-third of total articles. In the case of ‘new 
Southern Europe’, Turkey’s marginality during the journal’s early years may 
partly explain its lower score. As indicated above, the amount of material on 
Turkey has significantly increased over the years. Meanwhile, the share of 
Cyprus and Malta reflects the small size of these two countries, with their 
combined population of well under two million people, and of the academic 
communities studying them. However, the journal has actively tried to increase 
their visibility for example, by encouraging guest editors to include them as case 
studies in comparative special issues.

In order to gain a better sense of the role which each country plays in the 
journal’s published output, journal articles were then divided by type. Single- 
country studies account for 579 articles (85.3 per cent of the total) and com
parative studies for 100 articles (14.7 per cent). Figure 1(b) shows the break
down by country and article type, this time with absolute numbers. In the first 
category, the single-country studies, Spain and Italy remain the cases most 
frequently written about. However, here Turkey appears in third place, over
taking Greece and Portugal. In the second category, Spain and Portugal remain 
the most popular choices, while Malta and Turkey are the countries least likely 
to be included in a comparative study. In fact, the most usual country combina
tion for comparative studies consists of the ‘old’ South European-4, amounting 
to around one-third of articles in this category.
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While the share of comparative articles in the journal may seem small, 
two points should be borne in mind. First, from the early 2000s, a strategic 
decision was taken that South European Society and Politics should only 
publish intra-South European comparisons. The rationale was that broader- 
based comparative articles, including pan-European or cross-regional com
parisons, have many potential publication outlets including multiple 

32.4

28.6

21.9 21.2

17.2

7.4
4.1

SPAIN ITALY GREECE PORTUGAL TURKEY CYPRUS MALTA

a)

% OF ARTICLES COVERING EACH COUNTRY

127 142
103

84 70
29 18

67
78

14 65
74

21
10

I T A L Y S P A I N T U R K E Y G R E E C E P O R T U G A L C Y P R U S M A L T A

b)
T O T A L  N U M B E R  O F  A R T I C L E S  O N  E A C H  C O U N T R Y :  

S I N G L E - C O U N T R Y  A N D  C O M P A R A T I V E  S T U D I E S

Single-country Comparative

Figure 1. Comparative presence of the South European countries in articles published in South 
European Society and Politics, issues 1/1 to 28/1.  
Note: The share of Cyprus includes articles on the Republic of Cyprus and on the Turkish Cypriot 
community.
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comparative studies journals. In contrast, the role of SESP is to provide 
a domain dedicated to a specific region. Second, the journal has particularly 
encouraged intra-regional comparative special issues, an aspect of the 
journal’s output to which we turn next.

Special issues

Special issues constitute an important part of the journal’s work. To date, a total 
of 40 have been published. Of these, 26 have been comparative volumes. This 
means that a significant proportion of the journal’s single-country articles have 
been published in the context of comparative thematic collections. The format 
for these is for a series of case studies addressing a particular topic in different 
national contexts, thus allowing direct comparisons across the region at the 
level of an issue rather than an individual article. Table 1 presents the catalogue 
of these comparative special issues. As can be seen from the table, the over
whelming majority cover from four to all seven countries. A further 14 special 
issues have focused on single countries. The complete list can be found in 
Table 2.

To date, the journal has published four special issues each on Turkey and 
Spain, three on Portugal, two on Italy and one on Greece. While Cyprus and 
Malta have not been the subject of dedicated special issues, in the Maltese case 
a 4-article special section, guest edited by Michelle Cini, was published in 2002 
in the run-up to the country’s EU accession.

Thematically, the special issues have covered a broad range. 
Characteristically, those published in the journal’s first four years 
addressed welfare states, immigrants and the informal economy, gender 
inequalities, and unemployment and its consequences. These are peren
nial topics whose interest is not geographically delimited. Meanwhile, 
examples of the journal’s concern to provide its readership with material 
on the most recent developments include two special issues which can be 
seen as ‘bookending’ its coverage of the economic crisis. The first, pub
lished in 2009, concerned the initial response during the first months after 
the collapse of Lehman Brothers shook the international financial system. 
The second, published ten years later, addressed the rollback of bailout 
policies after the crisis ended.

Many of the journal’s special issues have been republished by Routledge 
as stand-alone books in the journal’s South European Society and Politics 
book series, which currently numbers 31 volumes (see https://www.routle 
dge.com/South-European-Society-and-Politics/book-series/SESP).

SOUTH EUROPEAN SOCIETY AND POLITICS 7

https://www.routledge.com/South-European-Society-and-Politics/book-series/SESP
https://www.routledge.com/South-European-Society-and-Politics/book-series/SESP


Table 1. Comparative special issues published by South European Society and Politics, 1996– 
2022.

YEAR 
VOL:ISSUE SPECIAL ISSUE TITLE GUEST EDITORS COUNTRIES COVERED

2022 
27:4

Southern Europe in the COVID-19 
Pandemic: The First Phase

Juan Rodríguez-Teruel, 
José Real-Dato, 
Susannah Verney

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, Turkey

2021 
26:2

A Generational Divide? Age-related 
Aspects of Political Transformation in 
Post-crisis Southern Europe

Emmanouil Tsatsanis, 
Marco Lisi, André 
Freire

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal

2020 
25:3–4

The Politics of Polarisation in Southern 
Europe

Anna Bosco, Susannah 
Verney

Italy, Greece, Spain

2019 
24:2

Policy Reversals in Southern Europe in 
the Aftermath of the Eurozone Crisis

Catherine Moury, 
Alexandre Afonso

Italy, Spain, Portugal, 
Greece

2016 
21:4

Breaking the Mould: Crisis Elections, 
New Contenders and the Travails of 
Government Formation in Southern 
Europe

Anna Bosco, Susannah 
Verney

Greece, Spain, Portugal

2015 
20:3

The 2014 European Parliament Elections 
in Southern Europe

Hermann Schmitt, 
Eftichia Teperoglou

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, Cyprus, Malta

2014 
19:4

Political Representation in Times of 
Bailout: Evidence from Greece and 
Portugal

André Freire, Marco Lisi, 
Ioannis Andreadis, 
José Manuel Leite 
Viegas

Greece, Portugal

2014 
19:3

Economic Crisis and Austerity in 
Southern Europe: Threat or 
Opportunity for a Sustainable 
Welfare State?

Maria Petmesidou, Ana 
M. Guillén

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal

2013 
18:4

Protest Elections and Challenger Parties: 
Italy and Greece in the Economic 
Crisis

Susannah Verney, Anna 
Bosco

Italy, Greece

2013 
18:2

Europeanisation and the Southern 
Periphery’ in Retrospect: Another 
Decade of Dynamism, Asymmetry, 
and Fragmentation?

Canan Balkir, H. Tolga 
Bolukbasi, Ebru 
Ertugal

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, Turkey, Malta

2013 
18:1

The Radical Left in Southern Europe: 
Bringing Society Back In?

Myrto Tsakatika, Marco 
Lisi

Portugal, Spain, Italy, 
Greece, Cyprus

2012 
17:2

Elections in Hard Times: Southern 
Europe, 2010–11

Anna Bosco, Susannah 
Verney

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, Turkey, Malta, 
Turkish Cypriot 
community

2011 
16:1

Euroscepticism in Southern Europe: 
A Diachronic Perspective

Susannah Verney Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, Turkey, Cyprus, 
Malta

2010 
15:3

The ‘Politics of the Past’ in South 
European Democracies. Comparative 
Perspectives

António Costa Pinto, 
Leonardo Morlino

Italy, Portugal, Spain, 
Greece, Turkey

2010 
15:1

European Citizenship in the Eyes of 
National Elites: a South European 
View

Nicolò Conti, Maurizio 
Cotta, Pedro Tavares 
de Almeida

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal

2009 
14:1

Southern Europe and the Financial 
Earthquake: Coping with the First 
Phase of the International Crisis

Susannah Verney, Anna 
Bosco, Marina Costa 
Lobo

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, Turkey, Cyprus, 
Turkish Cypriot 
community, Malta

2006 
11:3–4

Party Change in Southern Europe Anna Bosco, Leonardo 
Morlino

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, Cyprus, Turkey

2005 
10:2

The South European Right in the 21st 

Century: Italy, France and Spain
Jocelyn A.J. Evans Italy, France, Spain

2004 
9:1

Mobilising Politics and Society? The EU 
Convention’s Impact on Southern 
Europe

Sonia Lucarelli, Claudio 
M. Radaelli

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, Turkey, Cyprus, 
Malta

2003 
8:1–2

Spain and Portugal in the European 
Union

Sebastian Royo, Paul 
Christopher Manuel

Spain, Portugal

(Continued)
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Table 1. (Continued).
YEAR 
VOL:ISSUE SPECIAL ISSUE TITLE GUEST EDITORS COUNTRIES COVERED

2002 
7:2

Who Governs Southern Europe? Pedro Tavares de 
Almeida, António 
Costa Pinto, Nancy 
Bermeo

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal

2000 
5:2

Europeanisation and the Southern 
Periphery

Kevin Featherstone, 
George Kazamias

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, Turkey, Cyprus, 
Malta

1999 
4:3

Unemployment in Southern Europe Nancy G. Bermeo Spain, Greece, Portugal, 
France

1999 
4:2

Gender Inequalities in Southern Europe María José González, 
Teresa Jurado, 
Manuela Naldini

Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal

1998 
3:3

Immigrants and the Informal Economy 
in Southern Europe

Martin Baldwin-Edwards Italy, Greece, Spain, 
Portugal

1996 
1:3

Southern European Welfare States Martin Rhodes Italy, Spain, Portugal, France

Table 2. Single-country special issues published in South European Society and Politics, 1996– 
2022.

YEAR 
VOL: ISSUE SPECIAL ISSUE TITLE GUEST EDITORS

2022 
27:1

Affective Polarisation in Times of Crisis: Electoral, Territorial and 
Media Dynamics in Spain

Mariano Torcal

2020 
25:2

The Exceptional Case of Post-Bailout Portugal Elisabetta De Giorgi, José 
Santana-Pereira

2018 
23:2

Decoding the Repertoires of Authoritarian Neoliberalism in 
Turkey

Cemal Burak Tansel

2018 
23:1

Italy Transformed: Politics, Society and Institutions at the End of 
the Great Recession

Martin Bull, Gianfranco 
Pasquino

2016 
21:2

The Presence of the Past: Perceptions of Authoritarianism and 
Democratic Transition in Contemporary Portugal

Marina Costa Lobo, António 
Costa Pinto

2016 
21:1

Is Turkey De-Europeanising? Encounters with Europe in 
a Candidate Country

Senem Aydın-Düzgit, Alper 
Kaliber

2012 
17:3

Voters and Parties in the Spanish Political Space Ignacio Sánchez-Cuenca, Elias 
Dinas

2011 
16:2–3

Turkey and the European Union: Accession and Reform Gamze Avcı, Ali Çarkoğlu

2009 
14:4

Spain’s ‘Second Transition’? The Socialist Government of José 
Luis Rodríguez Zapatero

Bonnie N. Field

2008 
13:1

Law-making in Italy in the Age of Alternation Marco Giuliani, Francesco 
Zucchini

2007 
12:3

New and Alternative Social Movements in Spain: The Left, 
Identity and Globalising Processes

John Karamichas

2006 
11:1

When Greeks Think about Turks: The View from Anthropology Dimitrios Theodossopoulos

2005 
10:1

Turkey, Europeanisation and Civil Society Thomas Diez

2004 
9:2

Reinventing Democracy: Grassroots Movements in Portugal Boaventura De Sousa Santos, 
João Arriscado Nunes
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Major research themes

Figure 2 shows the major groups which emerged from a breakdown of journal 
articles into key themes. These groups are not collectively exhaustive, as we 
have only included those topics with at least 4 per cent of total articles. Nor are 
they mutually exclusive, as an article on a European Parliament election, for 
example, would be counted in both the first two groups. The picture offered in 
the figure is quite interesting and possibly unexpected in an area studies 
journal. The three main pillars of SESP’s published output, in fact, include 
typical political science themes referring to the representation circuit (elec
toral behaviour, political parties) and the link with the EU. The other themes 
include a broader range of social and political issues. It should also be stressed, 
however, that SESP has been open to a wide variety of article topics and 
disciplinary approaches. Articles published have included farms facing the 
economic crisis, Facebook and self-determination, and an anthropological 
study of TV cooking shows.

Meanwhile, the prominence of elections and electoral behaviour is explained 
by the journal’s strategy of trying to follow South European electoral contests. 
As can be seen in Table 3, the majority of important events have been included 
and have made SESP one of the main sources for analysis of the elections taking 
place in Southern Europe.1

Figure 2. Main themes of articles published in South European Society and Politics, 1996–2022 
(% of total).

1Four collections of articles on elections in Turkey, Greece and Spain respectively can be found here: https://www. 
tandfonline.com/journals/fses20/collections
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Patterns of authorship

Academic affiliation

Traditional area studies have sometimes been criticised for a tendency for ‘intel
lectual colonisation’, with scholars coming from outside playing an outsize role in 
shaping the academic view of a region. South European Society and Politics, in 
contrast, has overwhelmingly been written by academics from within the region. 
We calculated the geographical location of our authors on the basis of the 
academic affiliations mentioned in the bio-notes attached to published articles. 
Over three-quarters of authors of research articles in SESP (78.4 per cent) were 
based in one of our seven countries at the time of publication, compared to 
21.6 per cent who were located outside Southern Europe. While in the journal’s 
first issue, half the articles were written by UK-based authors, in the current issue 

Table 3. Elections and referendums covered in articles in South European Society and Politics, 
1996–2022.

NATIONAL-LEVEL ELECTIONS

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS

Italy: 2013 
Portugal: 2016, 2011, 2006, 1996 
Turkey: 2018 
Cyprus: 2018, 2013, 2008 
Turkish Cypriot community: 

2018, 2011

Italy: 2022, 2018, 2013, 2008, 
2006, 2001 

Greece: 2019, 
September 2015 January 2015, 
June 2012, 2009 

Portugal: 2022, 2019, 2015, 2011, 
2009, 2005, 2001, 1995 

Spain: 2019, 2016, 2015, 2011, 
2008, 2004, 2000 

Turkey: 2018, June 2015, 
November 2015, 2011, 2007, 
2002 

Cyprus: 2021, 2016, 2011, 2006 
Malta: 2017, 2008, 2003 
Turkish Cypriot community: 

2018, 2009, 2005

Italy: 2014, 2009 
Greece: 2019, 2014, 2009 
Portugal: 2019, 2009, 2004 
Spain: 2019, 2014, 2009 
Cyprus: 2014, 2009, 2004 
Malta: 2009, 2004

SUBNATIONAL ELECTIONS

REGIONAL ELECTIONS LOCAL ELECTIONS

Italy: 2019–2020, 2015, 2010, 2005 
Greece: 2019, 2014 
Spain: 2019, 2015, 2015 (Catalonia), 2012  

(Catalonia), 2012 (Andalusia), 2011, 2010 
(Catalonia), 2009 (Basque Country), 2007, 2006 
(Catalonia), 2003 (Catalonia)

Italy: 2013, 2012, 2011, 2003 
Greece: 2019, 2014, 2010 
Spain: 2019, 2015, 2011, 2007 
Turkey: 2019 Istanbul rerun, 2019 (nationwide), 2014, 

2009

REFERENDUMS

Italy: Constitutional reform 2016, utilities/energy/immunity of high officials 2011 
Greece: EU bailout terms 2015 

Portugal: Abortion 2007, regionalisation 1998, abortion 1998 
Turkey: Regime change 2017, Constitutional reform 2010 

Cyprus (Republic of Cyprus & Turkish Cypriot Community): Annan Plan 
for the reunification of Cyprus 2004 

Malta: Divorce 2011, EU accession 2003

Note: Some articles cover multiple elections.
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all authors work in Southern Europe. This shift reflects the role which the journal 
has increasingly played as a publication outlet for the growing and increasingly 
internationally-oriented academic community within the region itself. It should 
be noted though that scholars from around the world have been welcome to 
publish in SESP and indeed authors hail from 24 different countries.

Figure 3 shows the breakdown of authorship by main countries. The distribu
tion within Southern Europe largely reflects the presence of the individual 
Southern countries as the subject of articles, as examined above. Italy and 
Spain predominate, followed by Turkey, with 51.5 per cent of authors coming 
from these three countries. Meanwhile, outside Southern Europe, the majority 
of authors come from the UK or the US.

Inclusivity

How well has the journal performed in terms of attracting a diverse base of 
authors? We briefly examine this question in relation to gender and career 
stage, topics which we have also examined in previous publications.

There has been growing interest in gender balance among authors of academic 
journals in recent years and this is especially important for a region like Southern 
Europe, where social sciences have long been male-dominated academic fields. 
Investigating the gender of the authors who contributed to SESP in 1996–2022, 
only one-third were women (34.5 per cent) versus almost two-thirds of men 
(65.5 per cent). Across time, the gap is extremely variable, as shown in Figure 4, 

20.5
18.4

12.6
10.5 10.4

4.7
1.3

11

5.8
4.9

Figure 3. Country of academic affiliation of SESP authors (%), 1996–2022.  
Note: The figure for Cyprus includes both the Republic of Cyprus and the Turkish Cypriot 
community
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with the publication in some years of special issues and the focus on specific topics 
helping to explain the fluctuations. In the previous research, we found that this 
imbalance in SESP was comparable to that in many other journals and that it is 
explained by the lower rate of submissions by women (Verney & Bosco 2022).

In earlier research (Bosco et al. 2023) we examined the distribution of authors by 
academic position for the period 2010–2021. We found that authors pre-tenure 
track, including PhD candidates and post-doctoral scholars, were 28.6 per cent of 
published authors. Assistant professors, at 34.0 per cent, were a little over one-third 
of the total. Meanwhile, in the case of more senior scholars, associate and full 
professors accounted for 15.6 per cent and 21.8 per cent, respectively. This suggests 
that the journal has a good record in promoting junior scholars, with the two early 
career categories together amounting to 62.6 per cent of total authors.

The rise of collaboration

One of the big changes that emerges from an examination of the journal’s 
archives concerns the rise of co-authorship. Taking the period 1996–2022 as 
a whole, solo authorship remains a clear majority with 58.7 per cent of published 
articles, compared to 41.3 per cent of co-authored papers. However, this conceals 
a significant shift in author preferences over time. This change is illustrated by 
comparing SESP’s first issue in 1996, which consisted exclusively of solo-authored 
articles, with the current issue which is entirely made up of co-authored papers.

Figure 5 breaks down the split between these two types of authorship 
chronologically into three-year periods, making the pattern clear. For the jour
nal’s first 12 years (1996–2007), articles by single authors were the predominant 
category, amounting to 70–80 per cent of the total. After that, solo authorship 
embarked on a continuous dive. The crossover point, when co-authored articles 
became the majority for the first time, occurred in the 2014 volume. In the last 
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Figure 4. Percentage of female versus male authors in SESP, 1996–2022.
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three-year period (2000–2022), the switchover became complete, with over 
80 per cent of papers published in the journal now co-authored.

Probably, the key explanation for this impressive turnaround lies in the 
increasing pressure on academics to publish and the rise in quantitative indi
cators as a main measure of academic worth. Co-authoring allows authors to 
increase the number of articles they publish and to maximise citations, which 
are attributed to all authors of an article regardless of how many they are. SESP’s 
experience suggests a practice long established in the medical sciences may be 
becoming increasingly the norm in the social sciences too.

The journal’s academic footprint

Assessing the journal’s reception by the scholarly community can be done in two 
ways: measuring reader interest as reflected in downloads of articles from the 
journal’s website and influence on academic debate gauged through citations.

The 2000s marked the period of changeover to electronic reading. In 2004, the 
first full year that SESP was online, there were only 500 article downloads, as print 
readership remained dominant. Two years later, downloads had risen to 5,000 and 
by 2009, they had more than doubled again to 11,000. Figure 6(a) shows the 
subsequent take-off in the journal’s popularity, with over 90,000 reads annually 
after 2020.

Even during the period when Southern Europe was not at the centre of academic 
attention, the journal was able to do pretty well. Evidence of this is that in 2008, 
without even applying, the journal was selected for inclusion in the Social Science 
Citation Index. As a consequence, since 2009 SESP has been evaluated annually by 
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Figure 5. The shift from solo to co-authorship in SESP articles, 1996–2022 (%).
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Clarivate’s Impact Factor (IF), an index based on the mean number of times articles 
published in the last two years receive citations in the current year.

As the IF is considered an indicator of the influence of a journal within its field, 
joining this club brought SESP more and better submissions, generating 
a virtuous circle where the latter uplifted the impact factor and vice versa. As 
can be seen in Figure 6(b), the journal’s position on this index has risen almost 
continuously and SESP moved from the fourth (lowest) quartile in 2009 to the first 
in 2016, where it has remained with the exception of 2021.
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Figure 6. SESP’s academic footprint: article downloads and Impact Factor scores, 2009–2022. 
Sources: a) Taylor & Francis download figures, b) Clarivate’s Journal Citation Reports, various 
years.  
Note: The peak in the Impact Factor in 2020 is artificial, due to a change in the way Clarivate 
attributed articles to particular years.
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Before we go

To edit a journal is a collective effort. Before saying farewell, therefore, it is important 
for us to thank all the people who have worked for the journal over the years. They 
are too many to all be mentioned individually. Table 4 includes the members of the 
editorial team who have generously shared their time and worked hard to make this 
endeavour possible. Thanks are also due to all those distinguished colleagues who 
have taken part in the Editorial Board and supported the journal’s work. Several 
thousand referees are the unsung heroes whose contribution is essential for a peer 
review journal. We would also like to thank all those at our publishers who have 
worked behind the scenes to make the journal appear. Among them, we owe 
a special thank you to Madeleine Markey, who has managed the journal for many 
years. Finally, the journal would not exist without all the authors who submitted 
their works. Through all these people, SESP has been at the heart of the formation 
and expansion of a lively community, which has also found expression through the 
ECPR Standing Group on Southern Europe, thus uniting paper and voice.

We are happy that the next stage in SESP’s story will take place under the 
leadership of its new Editors, Nicolò Conti and Bonnie Field. We could have not 
thought of better colleagues to lead the journal into the future. We wish them and 
their strong and experienced editorial team all the fulfilment that SESP can provide.

Table 4. The members of the SESP editorial team, 1996–2023.
Members of the team to date

Martin Baldwin-Edwards Editor (1996 – 1999)
Martin Rhodes Editor (1996 – 1998)
Susannah Verney Editor (Reviews), Editor (1996 – 2023)
Anna Bosco Assistant Editor, Editor (1998 – 2023)
Nancy Bermeo Associate Editor, Editor (1997–2003)
Paul Heywood Editor (2000 – 2002)
Marina Costa Lobo Editor (2008 – 2009)
Geoffrey Pridham Associate Editor (1996 –2000)
Yannis Yfantopoulos Associate Editor (1996 – 2000)
Mariano Torcal Assistant Editor (1998 – 2008)
Pedro Tavares de Almeida Assistant Editor (2000 – 2004)
Senem Aydin Düzgit Assistant Editor, Associate Editor (2009– 2023)
Lorenzo Mosca Associate Editor (2014–2023)
Leire Salazar Associate Editor (2014 – 2020)
Sandra Bermúdez Torres Associate Editor (2020–2023)
Marco Lisi Editorial Assistant (2008 – 2011)
Sandra León Alfonso Editorial Assistant (2012 – 2013)
Fabio Bordignon Editorial Assistant, Assistant Editor (2014 – 2023)
Elisabetta de Giorgi Assistant Editor (2016 – 2023)
José Magone Research Forum (1996 – 1999)
Dimitrios Christopoulous Research Forum (2000)

Incoming editorial team 2023

Nicolò Conti Editor
Bonnie Field Editor
Sandra Bermúdez Torres Associate Editor
Fabio Bordignon Associate Editor
Elisabetta de Giorgi Associate Editor
Özge Kemahlıoğlu Associate Editor
Lorenzo Mosca Associate Editor
Myrto Tsakatika Associate Editor
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A few years ago Nicolò invited us to think about SESP’s evolution and the role 
the journal had acquired over time (Bosco and Verney 2021). His thought- 
provoking questions led us to appraise the road travelled. In that moment we 
realised that for us, editing the journal has been a ‘labour of love’, with all the 
frustration and satisfaction that the latter entails.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s).
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