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Roberto Berardi’s studies
on the Medina of Tunis

Through archival research, we were able to build an unprecedented portrait of Roberto
Berardi (1937-2008), an architect and scholar of Arab-Muslim cities. The study focused
on the years Berardi spent in Tunis, first at the Bureau Quaroni De Carlo (1364-1968), and
then as director of the Atelier d'Urbanisme (1968-1969) at the Association Sauvegarde
de la Medina (ASM). For ASM, Berardi made the first systematic study of the historical
centre of Tunis and formulated an original method for analysing urban spacein anIslam-
ic setting. Berardi's architectural-urbanistic analysis was powerfully multidisciplinary,
balancing between urban saciology and anthropology. The foundation of his analytical
method, structural in orientation, was influenced first by Michel Foucault’s philosophical
perspectives and then by Pierre Bourdieu's ethno-sociological studies. The study was an
opportunity to reflect more broadly on the conservation, improvement, transformation,
and design of Arab-Muslim cities. Its publication was the firstin the “Etudes Euro-Médi-
terranéennes” series from DIDAPRESS. The study uses unpublished iconographic and
written sources: Archives of the Library of Technological Sciences-Architecture, Universi-
ty of Florence, Roberto Berardi collection.

a ‘ Le signe de la Médina

PUBLICATIONS

F. Privitera, M. Métalsi, Le signe de la Médina. La mor-
phologie urbaine selon Roberto Berardi, FLORENCE,
DIDAPRESS / UNIFI, 2076.

F. Privitera, La casa come microcosmo. ‘La maison ou
le monde renversé’ e lo spazio domestico arabo-musul-
mano nell'interpretazione di Roberto Berardi, «Firenze
Architettura», no. 2, 2016, pp.104-108.

F. Privitera, La morfologia della Medina di Tunisi come
narrazione urbana negli studi di Roberto Berardi, in Ar-
chiletture - Forma e narrazione tra architettura e let-
teratura. Conference proceedings (in preparation for
publication).

International conference, Archiletture - Formae narra-
zione tra architettura e letteratura, Bologna, May 3-5
2017, organizers, University of Bologna - Department
of Architecture - Research Doctorate in Architecture,
SICL - Societa Italiana di Comparatistica Letteraria;
COMPALIT - Associazione per gli Studi di Teoria e Sto-
riacomparata della Letteratura; Consulta diCritica let-
terariae letterature comparate.
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