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Cat. n° 27

STONE AND EARTH: FEATURES OF ARCHITECTURE IN DVIN

Leonardo Squilloni

The use of earth as a construction material—wheth-
er in the form of rammed earth walls or sun-dried mud
bricks—is a practice that spans vast geographical regions
and time periods, characterising both vernacular and
monumental architecture.

The medieval city of Dvin (4th—13th centuries)
was built almost entirely using earth, through a variety
of construction techniques that reflect the coexistence
of different ethnic groups, each with its own building
traditions. Most structures in the city feature stone and
river-pebble foundations topped by walls of rammed
earth or mud brick (Fig. 274). Some exceptions include
buildings made entirely of large mud bricks without
stone bases, such as the early 8th-century palace of the

Arab governor on the citadel (Fig. 276) and sections of
the city walls.

A few centuries later, a new technique appeared:
foundations in fired brick combined with rammed earth
walls, as seen in structures from the Seljuk period (mid-
11th to late 12th century) in the lower fortress (Fig. 27¢).

The use of earth in construction continued in
the Dvin region well into modern times. Numerous
village houses near the site, as well as the 19th-century
church of Saint John in the village of Norashen (Fig.
27d), built by Armenian settlers from Iran, reflect this
continuity. Even the Soviet-era House of Culture in
the nearby village of Getazat was constructed entirely
of sun-dried mud bricks.

27a. Earthen building on the western slope of the Lower Fortress in Dvin, 12th—13th centuries.

Photographic credit: Leonardo Squilloni.

27b.  Mud-brick walls from the palace of the Arab governor in Dvin, early 8th century.

Photographic credit: Leonardo Squilloni.

27¢.  Rammed earth wall on a fired brick basement from the University of Florence “Area 1000” excavation in

the Lower Fortress of Dvin.
Photographic credit: Leonardo Squilloni.

27d.  Mud-brick Church of Saint John, Norashen, 19th century.
Photographic credit: Leonardo Squilloni.
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