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singulars	with	an	interpretation	akin	to	that	of	-a	plurals	in	Italian.	On	the	basis	of	our	

Keywords:	gender;	number;	mass	nouns;	inflectional	class;	Romance

its	plural	presents	the	plural	inflection	-i,	as	in	(1d).	However	-a	(apart	from	occurrences	
as	masculine	singular,	not	immediately	relevant	here)	also	introduces	the	plural	of	a	set	of	
nouns	characterized	by	a	distinctive	semantics,	denoting	“a	plurality	of	weakly	differenti-

Romance	languages	have	only	two	target	genders,	namely	masculine	and	feminine—and	
the	-a	plural	agrees	in	the	feminine	with	determiners	and	adjectives	in	(1d).	A	comparison	



between�feminine�singular�and�plural�(non-gender�specific),�despite�the�fact�that�unrelated�
morphology�is�involved.�

(1) (a)� l-a cas-a bianc-a
the- house- white-
“the�white�house”

(b) l-e cas-e bianch-e
the- house- white-
“the�white�houses”

(c)� il mur-o solid-o
the. wall- solid-
“the�solid�wall”

(d)� i mur-i solid-i
the. wall- solid-
“the�solid�walls�(e.g.,�of�the�house)”�

(e) l-e mur-a solid-e
the- wall- solid-
“the�solid�walls�(e.g.,�of�Rome)”

distinctions�between�singular�and�plural,�and�between�gender�and�number—yielding�
potential�insights�into�their�syncretism.�First,�underlying�the�standard�number�oppo-
sition�singular/plural,�there�is�an�interpretive�tripartition�between�mass�nouns,�count�

may�share�a�lexicalization.�

tion�between�gender�and�number.�The�similarity�between�the�genders�of,�say,�Romance�



qua�countability),�as�formally�represented�by�her�category�Div,�is�also�

facets�of�nominal�classification�(Déchaine�et�al.�2014).�So,�it�is�to�be�expected�that�the�

same�morphology�forms�the�singular�of�one�class,�and�the�plural�of�another.�The�same�

form�the�plural�(in�different�inflectional�classes).
The�empirical�focus�in�this�article�will�be�on�-a�plurals�in�Central�Calabrian�vari-

eties�which�lack�gender�distinctions�in�the�plural—as�well�as�on�-a�feminine�singulars�in�

�as�category-less.�Next�to�the�
root,�a�vocalic�morpheme�encodes�properties�that�may�include�gender�and/or�number�

(2).�In�(2)�the�property�“cat”�is�compatible�with�both�a�feminine�and�a�masculine�Class,�
depending�on�the�sex�denoted.�We�tentatively�assign�the�inflectional�vowel�of�Italian�to�
an�Infl�Position—which�embeds�both�the�root�and�the�Class�node.�

(2) ���Infl
��wp
Class Infl

����������������������3 -o/-a
��������Class

����������������gatt- Italian�



Languages�like�Spanish�have�an�independent�lexicalization�for�the�plural,�namely�
-s.�Following�Manzini�and�Savoia�(2011)�we�formalize�the�content�of�the�plural�node�as�

subsets,�as�schematized�for�libros/libras�“books/pounds”�in�(3).�

wp�

wp -s
Class Infl

����������������������3 -o/-a
����������Class

					libr- Spanish

property�(“divisibility”)�is�associated�
with�the�Class�node.1

(4) Infl��
��wp

Class Infl
������������������������3 -e/-i

������������Class
				gatt- Italian

1 �Lampitelli�(2011)�in�a�formal�account�of�Italian,�suggests�that�Italian�has�a�structure�similar�
to� that�of�Spanish, though�Gender� and�Number�categories�are� lexicalized�by�elements,� in� the�

-A�lexicalizes�the�singular�Number�
and�-I�the�plural.�Thus�plural�-e	 -A�with�
number�-I�and�so�on.�However�the�-a�plurals�of�Italian�(which�are�more�productive�than�Lampi-
telli�acknowledges)�represent�a�problem�for�this�approach—as�are�the�-e�plurals�(of�-u�singulars)�
discussed�by�Loporcaro�and�Paciaroni�(2011),�Manzini�and�Savoia�(forthcoming�b).



may�be�associated�with�interpreted�content;�in�any�event,�in�the�present�model�we�reject�

The�main�problem�left�open�by�the�structures�in�(2),�(4)�has�to�do�with�the�correct�
pairing�of�roots�with�their�Class,�when�the�latter�is�not�semantically�motivated,�hence�in�

with�their�appropriate�Infl. 2�Generative�grammar�has�various�mechanisms�whereby�the�

“arbitrary”�is�selected�by�the�root;�in�present�terminology�this�means�that� �selects�for�
Class�when�not�determined�by�interpretive�needs.

that�defines�the�descriptive�notion�of�declension�(not�vice�versa).�In�the�same�way�nothing�

structures,�with�Class�projecting,�correspond�in�fact�to�this�second�option.

classes�-a, u, - .�At�least�- �can�combine�with�feminine�or�masculine�bases.�The�plural�

of�the�noun,�as�illustrated�in�Fig.�1�just�for�definite�determiners.

- -

sg u l-u�
“the�son” “the�wheel”

l-u�m lun-
“the�melon”

l-a�cav-
“the�key”

pl u l-i�
“the�sons”

l-i�ru t-i3
“the�wheels”

l-i�m lun-i
“the�melons”

l-i�cav-i
“the�keys”

Figure�1.�Inflection�classes�of�Iacurso�(Central�Calabria,�Italy)3

2 �For�a�correct�reading�of�the�text�it�is�necessary�to�remember�that�Class�here�refers�to�gender/
number,�as�represented�under�the�node�Class.�



but�while�in�Italian�(1)�-a�plurals�can�be�seen�to�switch�to�the�feminine,�in�Iacurso�in�the�
absence�of�gender�distinctions�on�adjectives�and�on�functional�categories�of�the�noun�no�
such�switch�is�visible.�In�Iacurso,�as�in�Italian,�some�Ns�can�be�seen�to�alternate�between�
the�-a�plural�and�the�-i�plural.

-u,�-a

-u,�-i/-a l-u�kurti -u��
“the�knife”

l-i�kurti -i�
“the�knives”

l-i�kurt -a��
“the�knives�(as�a�set)”

Figure�2.�-a�and�-i�plurals�of�Iacurso�(Central�Calabria,�Italy)

exemplifies�the�-i�or�-a u a�noun�is�involved.�Not�
only�determiners,�but�also�adjectives�display�the�-i�ending�throughout.�

(a)� du-i pum-a/ pi rtsik-i matur-i
two apple- peach- ripe-
“two�ripe�apples/peaches”

(b)� kir-i dui� kurt -a/ kurti -i
that- two knife- knife-
“those�two�knives”

(c)� l-i di nt-i lu
the- tooth- long-

(d)� l-i kurt -a sunu lavat-i
the- knife- are washed-
“The�knives�are�washed.”

(6) (a)� st-i tt-i sunu lu
this- table- are long-
“These�tables�are�long.”



(b)� st-a tt-a ll -a
this- table- is long-
“This�table�is�long.”

determined�by�its�singular�form—regardless�of�whether�an�-a�plural�is�involved.�Hence,�
since�-a

u�(cf.�the�first�column�of�Fig.�1).�We�conclude�that�there�is�no�evidence�
in�Central�Calabrian�for�the�switch�of�gender�that�complicates�the�Italian�picture�in�(1).�

simplest�form.

(7) (a)� un-u d kir-i v-a
one- of that- egg-
“one�of�those�eggs”

(b)� un-u d kir-i l tt-a bbi cc-u
one- of that- bed- is old-
“One�of�those�beds�is�old.”

The�Class�slot�can�host�three�specifications,�namely�feminine,�masculine�and�plural.�We�

4

4 �Technical�issues�arise�concerning�the�exact�operation�of�the�rule�of�agreement,�as�pointed�out�
by�an�anonymous�reviewer.�We�assume�that�the�

that�it�does�not�present�any�interpretable/uninterpretable�or�valued/unvalued�asymmetry—though�
it�is�identical�to�it�in�all�other�respects�(Minimal�Search,�Identity,�etc.).���



wp
������Class Infl
3 - -a

���Class
cav-
r t-

(b) Infl�� masculine��
wp

�������Class Infl
���������������3 - /-u

���Class
m lun-

-

(c) Infl�� plural��
wp

������Class Infl
3 -i

���Class
-

-

applies�to�body�part�Ns�in�Iacurso�and�to�foodstuff�with�very�much�the�same�properties,�

this�respect,�note�that�English�also�uses�a�collective�singular�for�“cutlery”�or�speaks�of�a�
“knife�set”�(cf.� -a�“knives”)�and�uses�“fields”�as�a�collective�plural�in�“I�went�into�

or�of�partitive�structures�in�(7)�confirm�that�we�are�dealing�with�plurals.
The�notion�of�an�aggregate�of�parts�is�used�by�Chierchia�(2010)�to�characterize�

mass�denotation)�present�in�Central�Italian�varieties�and�which�in�effects�configures�



Manzini�and�Savoia�eliminate�the�traditional�class�neuter�(Loporcaro�and�Paciaroni�

the�mere�absence�of�the�Div�category�(see�Ku erová�and�Moro�(2011)�on�the�Central�

tempting�to�differentiate�the�-a�plural�from�the�-i�plural�by�associating�with�the�former�
jiðita

necessary�connection�to�it.

DP plural�aggregate
wp

������������D �����Infl
3 wp

D ����Infl��� ���Class ����������Infl


l- -i 3 -a


�Class













jiðit-

-

impoverished,�albeit�quick�and�efficient�means,�to�restrict�meaning,�whose�articulations�

the�type�of�languages�we�are�considering).�
-

itions”�going�on�to�state�that�“the�lack�of�individual�distinctive�properties�is�a�matter�of�

speakers�and�uncertain�intuitions�for�one�and�the�same�speaker.”�This�is�consistent�with�



ways�of�presenting�the�predicative�content�“knife”—namely�as�consisting�of�individu-
ated�atoms�or�as�consisting�of�non-individuated�atoms.�In�this�sense�the�label�proposed�

particularly�appropriate.

their�own�choice�of�inflectional�class;�thus�- -�in�(10)�is�associated�with�the�-u�and�
-a

the�content�of�the�root�(body�part,�foodstuff,�etc.)�warrants�it,�they�can�also�have�an�-a

plural”�(not�in�Iacurso�anyway)�is�that�it�can�be�associated�with�the�diminutive�of� -

class�in�general.�In�other�words,�our�argument�is�that�-a�cannot�be�lexical�because�it�may�
depend�on�derivational�processes.

(10) (a)� ss-it i -u/� ss-it i -i/ ss-it -a
bone- bone- bone-
“little�bone/bones”

(b)� dui p i -i/� p -it -a
two foot- foot-
“two�little�feet”

Diminutives,�and�in�general�evaluative�morphology,�are�beyond�the�scope�of�the�present�
work.�Nevertheless,�following�Savoia�et�al.�(forthcoming),�we�will�assume�that�diminu-

-
rences�of�the�same�feature�(under�locality,�etc.)�so�that�it�is�interpreted�just�once.�Evidently�rather�
than�identity,�we�must�now�invoke�non-distinctness�as�the�crucial�property�that�allows�agreement�
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least�by�default).�The�latter�is�a�matter�to�be�learned�by�the�child.6

s�plural,�rather�like�
Spanish�in�(3),�which�combines�both�with�bare�masculine�bases,�and�with�feminine�bare�

feminine�-e�declension.

- -

sg i
“the�hand”

l-a�r d-a
“the�wheel”

l-a�nu
“the�nut”

pl i -
“the�hands”

l-a-s�r d-a-s
“the�wheels”

l-a-s�nu -s
“the�nuts”

Figure�3.�Inflection�classes�of�Vattiz�(Lumnezia�Valley,�Switzerland)

that�we�have�so�far�imputed�to�-a�plurals�appears�to�be�associated�in�this�language�with�

the�-a�plurals�of,�say,�Central�Calabrian�is�confirmed�by�the�fact�that�the�-a�singular�of�
Vattiz,�applies�to�the�same�roots,�including�notably�body�parts�that�come�in�a�“cohesive”�
set�( -a�“arm�set,”�det-a�“finger�set”)�or�“weakly�differentiated”�individuals�such�as�
foodstuffs�(mail-a�“apple�set,”�per-a�“pear�set”).�Indeed�the�natural�translation�for�these�
expressions�in�a�language�like�English�(or�Italian)�is�a�plural.

6 �It�is�worth�noting�that�the�classical�historical�account�of�Indo-European�feminine�singular/
neuter�plural�-a�(see�the�summary�in�Clackson�2007,�107)�is�that�a�neuter/collective�plural�-a�was�

—which�only� secondarily�
came� to�coincide�with� the�default�class� for� feminine�animates.�Viewed�as�a�projection�on� the�
historical,�external�axis�of�an�analysis�motivated�on�internal�grounds,�this�reconstruction�appears�
to�be�quite�compatible�with�the�present�discussion.
7 The�changes�undergone�by�the�base�mail-�are�phonological;�



-a

sg in�ma
“an�apple”

l-a�mail�-a�
“the�apples”�(as�a�generic,�etc.)

pl du-s�mailt-s�
“two�apples”

Figure�4.�Count/aggregate�alternations�in�Vattiz�(Lumnezia�Valley,�Switzerland)

trigger�plural�agreement�on�the�verb�(the�copula�ain),�as�(13).�The�singular�status�of�-a,�

(14),�namely�by�the�presence�of�the�3rd�singular�form�of�the�copula�ai;�agreement�with�
determiners�and�adjectives�is�in�the�feminine�singular.��

(13) (a)� i -s� ain liung-s��
the- horn- are long-
“The�horns�are�long.”

(b)� kw l-s mailt-s ain mar -s
that- apple- are rotten-
“Those�apples�are�rotten.”

(14) (a)� si-a�� brat a ai
his- arm- is short-
“His�arms�are�short.”

(b)� l-a d t-a� ai
the- arm- is long-

(c)� l-a mail-a ai mar -a/ kurdad-a
the- apple- is rotten- fallen-
“The�apples�are�rotten/have�fallen.”�

(d)� mail-a�
how.much- apple-

According�to�Chierchia�(2010),�a�mass�singular�is�a�plurality�of�sorts,�namely�a�whole�made�



are�not�surprised�that�the�Romance�-a�morphology�can�turn�up�denoting�both�a�“cohesive”�

collective�interpretation�in�combination�with�a�subset�of�roots�available�to�be�interpreted�as�
an�aggregate�of�similar�individuals,�namely�the�same�roots�(body�parts,�foodstuff,�etc.)�that�
trigger�-a�plurals�in�Italian�varieties.�Suppose�we�characterize�the�mass/collective�singular�of�

ties�are�involved,�so�that�the�structure�for�

������������Infl
wp
Class Infl

������3 -a� aggr
��������Class

-

an�-a�agreement�with�its�D;�the�same�is�true�of�Quantifiers,�cf.�(14d),�and�of�adjectival�and�

a�agreement.�When�the�-a�Infl�is�not�

masculine�class�of�standard�Italian,�Spanish,�etc.�(e.g.,�Italian�poet-a�“poet,”�poet-i�“poets”)�

lexical�entry�for�the�Infl�element�-a

(16) -a

-i -
lels�Italian�-i

(i) il-s�� lava-i���
the- jacket- washed-
“the�washed�jackets”



(17) -s

-a(-s) a�cannot�combine�

wp
���������Infl

������������wp -s
Class Infl

�3 �-a
Class

-

for�Sursilvan� �“apple.”

wp
���������������Class

-

provide�relevant�examples�from�another�variety�of�the�Lumnezia�Valley,�Vella.��The�-s



(a)� kwai� om��� ai
that man is short- tall-
“That�man�is�short/tall.”

(b)� el� ai me er-s�� ke����
he is better- than I
“He�is�better�than�me.”

(c)� kwai ai ver-s
that story is true-
“That�story�is�true.”

kwai/�i lat ai
that/the milk is good
“That/the�milk�is�good.”

(d)� i ai
the� boy is come-
“The�boy�has�come.”

(e)� vai viu el kuntent-s/
I have seen him happy- tall-
“I�saw�him�happy/tall.”�

Singular�predicative�adjectives/participles�do�not�bear�-s�endings�in�contexts�where�the�

able�(“default”)�inflection,�also�do�not�bear�singular�-s.�Finally,�the�-s�inflection,�while�
possible,�is�not�necessary�with�quantificational�subjects,�including�wh-phrases�in�(21a),�
negatives�and�existentials�in�(21b).

(20) (a)� kwai� ai��� ver
that is true
“That�is�true.”

(b)� i( )�� ai me er�� da���� klama tai
It is better to call you
“It�is�better�to�call�you.”



(c)� i( )�� ai
it is come child-
“There�have�come�children.”

(21) (a)� ai�
the� boy come-

(b)� ai
nobody somebody is come(-
“Nobody/somebody�has�come.”�

conception,�Div�does�not�attach�specifically�to�plurals,�but�equally�characterizes�count�
singulars.�It�is�therefore�tempting�to�hypothesize�that�Sursilvan�-s

singular�-s

(22)
wp

Class
���������3 -s�

��������Class
�����kw rt-

is�quantificational�in�nature�and�is�found�only�in�environments�where�a�quantificational�

predicative�and�modifier�adjectives�are�treated�alike,�in�German�predicative�adjectives�



As�shown�in�the�Albanian�example�in�(22),�though�phi-features�agreement�holds,�the�pread-

indefinite.�In�other�words,�we�propose�that�embedding�under�the�individuating�layer�in�(22)�
has�the�same�formal�role�as�embedding�under�the�linkers�layers�in�(23).

(23) dial-i/ nië� dialë��� �i bukur
boy-the. a. boy- �the. nice
“the/a�nice�boy”�

terms,�one�may�say�that�in�(20)�predicative�adjectives�and�participles�agree�in�the�neuter�
gender�with�the�expletive� ,�which�differs�morphologically�from�both�masculine�and�
feminine�singular,�i.e.,�El/Ela -

the�presence�of�indefinite�subjects,�as�in�(21).�The�latter�belong�to�the�class�of�elements�

correlate�in�postverbal�position.�Thus�we�may�want�to�substitute�the�generalization�that�

generalization,�namely�that�it�is�incompatible�with�free�variable�subjects.

ized�by�-a.�In�addition�the�language�has�an�-s

An�anonymous�reviewer�objects�that�by�hypothesis�
linkers�are�ordinarily�assumed�to�be�uninterpretable.�One�could�however�argue�that�they�are�in-

see�also�Lekakou�and�Szendroi�2012).



plural,�here�understood�to�correspond�to�an�

participles.�We�have�proposed�that�it�is�the�same�-s
content�must�be�capable�of�expressing�the�count�content�independently�of�pluralization.
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