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The catalogue presents 27 case studies that 
bear witness to cultural interactions in and 

around medieval Armenia. These testimonies 
come from multiple sources: small pieces of 
pottery and coins; majestic monuments and 
abandoned ruins; legendary narratives and visual 
arts; historiographical and juridical texts; lapidary 
inscriptions and handwritten manuscripts; and 
even tiny marginal notes that were intentionally 
erased in medieval times. Collectively, these 
sources and artefacts narrate a story of medieval 
Armenia and Armenians that spans a multitude 
of interconnections across Eurasia.

€ 24,00
ISSN 3035-3785

ISBN 978-88-9285-457-4 
e-ISBN 978-88-9285-458-1 

FS
M

A
E-

2

2

Cultural Entanglements  
across Medieval Armenia
Catalogue of the Photo Exhibition

9 April – 12 June 2026, University of Florence, Palazzo Fenzi-Marucelli

Curated by  

Go()r Gri,or-)., Z)ro/i Po,o00i)., Ir1.1 Ti.2i 
within the ERC project ArmEn

All’Insegna del Giglio



2



Front cover: Bas-relief from the Spitakavor Monastery (1301) in Vayots‘ Dzor, depicting the Pṙoshian prince 
Amir Hasan. Yerevan, History Museum of Armenia, Inv. nos. 1320, 1322, 1321. Photographic credit: 
History Museum of Armenia.

Back cover: Blue-and-white porcelain, bearing the mark of the Ming Emperor Chenghua (r. 1464–148(), 
found at the Monastery of Gndevank‘. Yerevan, Service for the Protection of Historical Environment, 
Museums, and Nature Reserves, Inv. no. ԳԳ 26 Հ 26/41. Photographic credit: Service for the Protection 
of Historical Environment, Museums, and Nature Reserves.

ISSN 303)-3(8) 
ISBN 9(8-88-928)-4)(-4 
e-ISBN 9(8-88-928)-4)8-1 
© 2026 All’Insegna del Giglio s.a.s.

OPEN ACCESS (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0)
Attribuzione - Non commerciale 
Non opere derivate 4.0 Internazionale

Florence Studies in Medieval Afro-Eurasia, 2 
marzo 2026

All’Insegna del Giglio s.a.s 
via A. Boito, )0-)2 
)0019 Sesto Fiorentino (FI) 
www.insegnadelgiglio.it

Stampato a Sesto Fiorentino (FI) 
BDprint, marzo 2026

Florence Studies in Medieval Afro-Eurasia  
 
Editorial Board

Series Editors-in-Chief: 
Zaroui Pogossian (University of Florence, Italy)
Michele Nucciotti (University of Florence, Italy)

Scienti$c Committee: 
Marie Ange Causarano (University of Messina, Italy)
Oystein LaBianca (Andrews University, United States)
Vasco La Salvia (University of Chieti, Italy)
Nicholas S.M. Matheou (University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom)
Hamlet Petrosyan (Yerevan State University, Armenia)
Elisa Pruno (University of Florence, Italy)
Barbara Roggema (University of Florence, Italy)
Bethany Walker (University of Bonn, Germany)
Sara Nur Yıldız Arslan (Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey)

Peer Review Policy
All publications in the Florence Studies in Medieval Afro-Eurasia series undergo a rigorous peer-review 
process by external experts, under the responsibility of the Editorial Board of the series.

http://www.insegnadelgiglio.it


Cultural Entanglements  
across Medieval Armenia
Catalogue of the Photo Exhibition

9 April – 12 June 2026 

University of Florence,  

Palazzo Fenzi-Marucelli

Curated by  

G,-./ G/01,/2.3  
Z./,40 P,1,550.3  
I/636 T0370 
within the ERC project ArmEn

All’Insegna del Giglio



Editors

Gohar G/01,/2.3
Zaroui P,1,550.3
Irene T0370

Contributors

Francesca C-680, University of Florence
Alexandra C49968, Ruhr University Bochum
Gagik D.30682.3, Matenadaran Institute of Ancient 

Manuscripts, Yerevan
Gohar G/01,/2.3, University of Florence
Andy H08:635, University of Vienna
Hasmik H,;-.33052.3, University of Florence
Armine M68:,32.3, University of Florence
Michele N4cc0,770, University of Florence

Michael P096/, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Zaroui P,1,550.3, University of Florence
Elisa P/43,, University of Florence
Barbara Hjørdis R,116=., University of Florence
Sara Sc./p688030, University of Florence
Leonardo S?4088,30, University of Florence
Irene T0370, University of Florence
Edda V./d.32.3, University of Florence
Sara Nur Y08d0A, Middle East Technical University, Ankara

Language Editing

Michael P096/

Maps

Francesca C-680
Lapo S,=0180
Leonardo S?4088,30

Acknowledgements

Institutions
Berlin, Houshamadyan
Cambridge, Cambridge University Library
Cornell University, Caucasus Heritage Watch
Damascus, Syriac Orthodox Patriarchate
Florence, Laboratori Archeologici San Gallo
Jerusalem, Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem
London, British Library
New York, Be Morgan Library and Museum
Nicosia, Byzantine Museum and Art Gallery of the 

Archbishop Makarios III Foundation
Paris, Organisation Terre et Culture
Rome, Biblioteca Casanatense
Saint Petersburg, National Library of Russia
Siena, Pinacoteca Nazionale
Venice, Manuscript Library of the Mekhitarist Congregation
Yerevan, History Museum of Armenia
Yerevan, Matenadaran Institute of Ancient Manuscripts
Yerevan, Service for the Protection of Historical 

Environment, Museums, and Nature Reserves

Individuals
Mor Severios Roger A:-/.55
Lusine A86?5.32.3
Argam A2;.A2.3
Sona B.8,2.3
Fulvio C6/;030
Stavroula C,357.3703,4
Ioannis E80.d65
Michael E/d=.3

Marianna d6 F.8c,
Gourgen G.5p./0.3
Ara G.5p./2.3
Fr. Arshak G-.A./2.3
Cristiano G0,=6770
Jost G0pp6/7
Oksana G,3c-./:,
Sona H,;56p2.3
Margarita K./.p672.3
Aram K6/,;p2.3
Raymond H. KC;,/:0.3
Lori K-.7c-.d,4/0.3
Hrair Hawk K-.7c-6/0.3
Vanik K-6c-,2.3
Ara K-A=.82.3
H. B. Nourhan M.3,410.3
Fr. Vahan O-.30.3
Benjamin O47-D.076
Isabelle O4A,430.3
Paul B. P.E,4dF0.3
Davit P,1-,52.3
Ivan P,82.:,;
Adam T. S=07-
Lapo S,=0180
Vahé T.c-F0.3
Vahe T,/,52.3
Olga V. V.50826;.
Argam Y6/.3,52.3
Nzhdeh Y6/.32.3
Armine Z,-/.E2.3



Table of co()e()s

Catalogue

Introduction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (

Cat. no 1
Bree-Colour Glazed Pottery between China and Dvin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10
E805. P/43,

Cat. no 2
Be Mīn&ʾī Ceramics Found in Dvin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
E805. P/43,

Cat. no 3
Chinese Pottery in Medieval Armenia .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14
F/.3c65c. C-680

Cat. no 4
China or Armenia?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1(
M0c-686 N4cc0,770

Cat. no )
Be ‘Antiochian’ Coins of King Levon I .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18
G,-./ G/01,/2.3

Cat. no 6
Coinage as Evidence of Political Entanglements .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19
H.5=0: H,;-.33052.3

Cat. no (
A Mongol-Era Armenian Prince . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
M0c-686 N4cc0,770

Cat. no 8
Property, Mobility, Power: the Armenian Princess Khoshak‘ between Ani and Tabriz  . . 21
Z./,40 P,1,550.3

Cat. no 9
Badr al-DGn LHʾlHʾ and Multireligious Coexistence  
in 13th-Century Mosul  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
G.10: D.30682.3

Cat. no 10
QusṭI ibn LHqI: an Arab Intellectual in 9th-Century Armenia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
B./E./. R,116=.

Cat. no 11
Peter of Aragon: a Dominican among the Armenians  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28
I/636 T0370

Cat. no 12
Marginal Notes, Central Debates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30
I/636 T0370

Cat. no 13
Multilingualism in a Collection of Beological Treatises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
Z./,40 P,1,550.3



Cat. no 14
Be 14th-Century Trilingual Gravestone in Yeghegis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
M0c-.68 P096/

Cat. no 1)
A Monk in the Majlis: the Text of an Inter-Religious Debate between Arabic 
and Armenian .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36
Z./,40 P,1,550.3, B./E./. R,116=., A/=036 M68:,32.3

Cat. no 16
Jews on the Move: from Armenia to Khazaria .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 39
A86J.3d/. C49968

Cat. no 1(
Frankish Law in Cilician Armenia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
G,-./ G/01,/2.3

Cat. no 18
Under the Protective Mantle of the Virgin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
G,-./ G/01,/2.3

Cat. no 19
Be Alexander Romance by Pseudo-Callisthenes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Edd. V./d.32.3

Cat. no 20
Saint George in Medieval Armenia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
S./. Sc./p688030

Cat. no 21
A Syriac Saint, an Armenian Note . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . )2
A3d2 H08:635

Cat. no 22
A Place with Multiple Names  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . )4
A86J.3d/. C49968

Cat. no 23
Latin Christians in the Caucasus and the European/Armenian Community of K῾ṙna . . )6
I/636 T0370

Cat. no 24
Medieval Yerznka: a Crossroads of Trade, Manufacture, Religion, and Culture  . . . . . )8
Z./,40 P,1,550.3

Cat. no 2)
DivriKi: a 13th-Century Architectural Wonder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
S./. N4/ YL8dLA

Cat. no 26
Hospitality Architecture on the Medieval Silk Road(s). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
L6,3./d, S?4088,30

Cat. no 2(
Stone and Earth: Features of Architecture in Dvin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
L6,3./d, S?4088,30

Bibliography. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69



CATALOGUE

FSMAE 2, 2026, pp. 7-67

I()ro,-c)io(

Be 2( subjects that form this exhibition bear 
witness to cultural interactions that took place in and 
around medieval Armenia. Bese testimonies come 
from multiple sources: small pieces of pottery and 
coins; majestic monuments and abandoned ruins; leg-
endary narratives and visual arts; historiographical and 
juridical texts; lapidary inscriptions and handwritten 
manuscripts; and even tiny marginal notes that were 
intentionally erased in medieval times.

Collectively, these sources and artefacts narrate a 
story of medieval Armenia and Armenians that spans 
a multitude of interconnections across Eurasia. Dif-
ferences in language, religion, confession, ethnicity, 
and political systems were not always obstacles, but 
also reasons to seek contacts. Long distances were not 
an insurmountable problem either, if contacts were 
necessary. Interactions have always been an integral 
part of the human experience, with consequences that 
are rarely insigniMcant. Cultural Entanglements across 
Medieval Armenia explores these consequences across 
2( illustrative case studies.

Bis exhibition is structured around Mve thematic 
foci. It begins with material objects with multiple 
cultural, geographic, and political orientations. Next 
it features historical agents who played a crucial role 
in negotiating borders and boundaries of many kinds. 

Be third focus concerns widely circulated—though 
today little-known—texts and stories that attest to 
multilingual practices and intellectual debates but also 
to tensions and polemics between various religious and 
confessional groups. Fourth is an exploration of the 
stories that were interpreted artistically: it focuses on 
the Armenian traditions of the Virgin of Mercy, the Al-
exander Romance, and Saint George—three themes that 
traversed the literary and artistic cultures of premodern 
Eurasia. Be exhibition concludes with a select number 
of places that facilitated cross-cultural contact in pre-
modern times. Some of these places are now completely 
destroyed; others are in urgent need of preservation and 
additional research.

Bese case studies showcase the work of  1( re-
searchers aNliated with the ERC-funded project Ar-
menia Entangled: Connectivity and Cultural Encounters 
in Medieval Eurasia (9th–()th centuries), led by Zaroui 
Pogossian at the University of Florence between 2020 
and 2026. Many more medieval sources, artefacts, and 
monuments could have been featured in this exhibition. 
What viewers and readers will Mnd here, of course, is 
only a glimpse of a complex Armenian world that is 
still being recovered.

Gohar Grigoryan
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Cat. no 8

Pro/er)y, Mobili)y, Power: )he Arme(ia( Pri(cess Khoshak‘ 
be)wee( A(i a(, Tabriz
Zaroui Pogossian

In 12(0 an Armenian church council was held in the 
village of Dzagavan (Map 8a) “during the universal rule 
of Apagha Khan, by the will and at the orders of Khos-
hak‘” (Fig. 8b). Who was Khoshak‘, who bore a Persian 
name meaning “pleasant,” and why was she listed in the 
Acts of the council just after the Ilkhanid ruler Khan Ab-
aqa (r. 126)–1282), a great grandson of Gengiz, and even 
before prominent Armenian military leaders? Historical 
and epigraphic sources reveal the entangled biography of 
an outstanding woman whose life story intertwined with 
local and Eurasian political vicissitudes. Born around 
123), through her father Awag she was descended from 
one of the most important Armenian military noble fam-
ilies of the time, known as the Zak‘arids (Mkhargrdzeli 
in Georgian sources). Her mother Gonts‘a belonged to 
the Kakhaberidze aristocratic family of western Georgia. 
Khoshak‘ was a toddler when the Mongols besieged the 
family fortress of Kayan (Kayanaberd) in northern Ar-
menia (Map 8a). She was the only child of her parents. 
When Awag surrendered the fortress, she was handed to 
the Mongols as a hostage at this tender age. We do not 
know when she came back, but at her father’s death in 
12)0 she was said to be still a child, living in the town of 
Bjni (Map 8a). Be family estates, including the prized 
city of Ani, passed Mrst to her cousin Zak‘arO, then to 
her mother Gonts‘a, and then, through Gonts‘a’s second 
marriage to the Bagratid king David VII, to the Georgian 
crown. Khoshak‘ was left empty-handed.

However, the wheel of fortune turned in 1262 when 
an Armeno-Georgian rebellion against the Ilkhanate 
was crushed. Queen Gonts‘a, presumably implicated 

in the uprising, was assassinated, and Khoshak‘ became 
the oNcial owner of her father’s landed property. Now 
one of the wealthiest prospective brides in the Caucasus, 
Khoshak‘’s marriage would have signiMcant political 
and economic implications. In 1269 she married the 
formidable Mnance minister of the Mongol Ilkhanate, 
the Sahib-Divan Shams ad-Din from the prominent 
Juvaini family. Under the protection of the highest-rank-
ing courtier of the Ilkhanid government, Khoshak‘ in 
turn brought new estates and revenues to be added to 
Shams ad-Din’s already enormous fortunes. After 12(0 
Khoshak‘ moved to Tabriz with her husband, where they 
had three children. 

But turbulent times lay ahead. In 1284 her powerful 
husband fell victim to palace intrigues and was executed. 
In his will he requested that his wife Khoshak‘ Khatun be 
allowed to return to her homeland with their children. 
Khoshak‘’s presence in Armenia is visible through the 
inscriptions she left behind, documenting her donations 
to churches and monasteries in northern Armenia, 
including Ani, Gaṙni, and Bjni where she appears as 
paron or “lord/lady” (Fig. 8d). She likewise features in 
inscriptions left by her daughter and sons, highlighting 
her continued signiMcance in sustaining and legitimising 
the rule and property rights of her children. 

Princess Khoshak‘, with her mixed Armeno-Geor-
gian descent, marriage to the most powerful Per-
sian-Muslim Ilkhanid oNcial, involvement in Armenian 
church politics, and a patron of religious foundations, 
emerges from the available sources as a remarkable wom-
an at the crossroads of empires and cultures.

8a. Locations mentioned 
in the text.
Map: Leonardo Squilloni.
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8b. Opening lines of a church council in a 
manuscript mentioning Princess Khoshak‘ as 
paron (lord), 1270. 
Yerevan, Matenadaran Institute of Ancient 
Manuscripts, MS 582, folio 125v. Photographic credit: 
Matenadaran.

8c. No lifetime portrayal of Khoshak‘ is extant, 
but this image from the Gospels of Khtskonk‘ 
(1236), showing a patron couple from Ani, 
gives an idea of what a 13th-century aristocratic 
woman would look like. 
Isfahan (New Julfa), Armenian Holy Saviour 
Monastery, MS 36/156, folio 124v. Photograph from: 
S. Der Nersessian and A. Mekhitarian, Armenian 
Miniatures from Isfahan (Brussels: Éditeurs d’Art 
Associés, 1986), $g. 46.
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8d. Lapidary inscription from 
the jamb at the Temple of Gaṙni 
mentioning Khoshak‘, 1291.
Photographic credit: Lapo Somigli. 


