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The 4th Mediterranean Plant Conservation Week (4th MPCW) is a 
congress that aims to bring together researchers and managers 
related to the conservation of wild plants and their habitats around 
the Mediterranean. For this edition, the 4th MPCW expands its initial 
goal—centered on the conservation of species and the relationships 
between people and wild or cultivated plants—towards the 
complementary recovery of habitats, as a contribution to the United 
Nations Decade for Ecosystem Restoration.

This congress is a meeting point where different opinions and 
experiences from diverse fields of knowledge converge. This is 
done by connecting experts on plant conservation and ecological 
restoration, being conscious that the goal of plant rescue is not 
possible without the full recovery of the ecological functions on-site.

Additionally, the 4th MPCW also intends to be a forum where 
experiences from the different sides of the Mediterranean region can 
meet and establish links for future cooperation projects. Specialists 
from Southern Europe, the North of Africa, and the Middle East 
can find here a forum for the conservation of a common natural 
heritage, including plants, their habitats, and the knowledge on how 
to manage and use them in a sustainable way.

The 4th MPCW is a window to show research results and experiences 
in the form of oral presentations and posters, not only from the plant 
or ecological sciences but also about the relationships between the 
public and the plant conservation world (citizen science, ethnobotany, 
local involvement, bottom-up initiatives, landraces, etc.), opening a 
new paradigm for the next decades around the Mediterranean: The 
plants are for the people, but with the people.

All this has been possible thanks to your participation, to our 
sponsors support and to our helpers involvement.

We do hope that you enjoy the Mediterranean Plant Conservation 
Week!

4th MEDITERRANEAN PLANT 
CONSERVATION WEEK

MEDITERRANEAN PLANT CONSERVATION 
WEEK

The first event of the ‘Mediterranean Plant Conservation Week’ took 
place in October 2016 in Montenegro, with the main organiser being 
the IUCN; it was attended by about 80 people from 18 countries. 

The second ‘Mediterranean Week’ took place in November 2018 
in Malta with main organisers being IUCN and MAICh through the 
‘CARE-MEDIFLORA’ project (funded by the MAVA Foundation) and 
the participation of about 130 people from 25 different countries. 

The third ‘Mediterranean Week’ was held in Chania, Greece, and 
84 people in person and 39 virtually from 20 different countries, 
attended the congress. 
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Additional Session - Poster Presentation
[AP01]

 Opuntia stricta
a small Mediterranean island
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Opuntia genus as food and ornamental plant has made it one of the most 

Opuntia stricta, is the most pervasive one. 

Euphorbia
Limonium

annuals of the Thero-Brachypodietea”.

Although its socioeconomic and vegetation impacts have been fairly documented, there is a paucity of 

soil chemistry.

2
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2 . 

arthropod communities through the Berlese funnel method and further detected soil microbiota analysis.

properties and microbial activities show that there is a greater difference at the spatial level rather than 
O. stricta

the soil characteristics, and probably also the soil fauna.

Keywords: alien species, cross taxon, soil analyses, habitat, plant ecology


