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6 Funerary Practices from the End of the Early to the Middle Bronze Age in
Northwestern Syria: the Middle Euphrates Valley

Candida Felli!

“He has no house during his life, and when he dies he will not be carried to a burial place.”

Notwithstanding the urban cliché expressed by the
literary composition quoted above, the Amorites did
bury their dead:® though not chasing Amorite graves
stricto sensu, focus of the present paper are in fact
funerary contexts dating to the period spanning the
late Early Bronze and the Middle Bronze Ages in the
Middle Euphrates valley,* an area where pastoralism

1 I wish to thank deeply the organizers of the workshop for
the kind invitation, the warm welcome and assistance and
the fruitful and thought-provoking discussions throughout
my stay in Tiibingen. This paper is an offshoot of a research
started with my Ph.D. Dissertation “Le pratiche funerarie
della valle dell’Eufrate siriano nell’epoca degli archivi di
Mari” (Istituto Universitario Orientale, Napoli, 2000).

2 Zoélyomi 1998. On this text see the recent discussion by Por-
ter 2007: 108-109.

3 The question of Amorites is too complex to be dealt with
here in any detail: recent views in relation to the archae-
ological, not only funerary, records have been expressed
by Meyer 1997; Porter 2002a; 2007; Cooper 2007: 66-68;
Lonnqvist 2008. See also now the various contributions in
the proceedings of the symposium held in Tokyo in Novem-
ber 2009 “Formation of Tribal Communities: Integrated
Research in the Middle Euphrates, Syria” published as a
special issue of Al-Rafidan in 2010 (especially Lonnqvist
2010): I wish to express my gratitude to Ann Porter for cal-
ling my attention to this very recent reference). It is a pity
I could not incorporate here the results of the book by A.
Wossink, Challenging climate change. Competition and
Cooperation among Pastoralists and Agriculturalists in
Northern Mesopotamia (c. 3000-1600 BC), Sidestone, Lei-
den, 2009, of which I had knowledge only after the handing
in of this manuscript through the kind suggestion of Edgar
Peltenburg.

4 Unfortunately most of the evidence is published in a pre-
liminary form, in some cases merely as a brief mention:
Horum Hoéyiik: Marro — Tibet — Bulgan 2000: 258-265;
Marro 2007: 387; Tilbesar Hoyiik: Kepinski-Lecomte —
Ahlan 2001: 211, fig. 5; Kepinski 2007: 335, fig. 9; Kepinski
et al. 2007: 283, figs. 4, 5; Titris Hoyiik: Honga — Algaze
1998: 108-109, 113-114; Tilbes Hoyiik: Fuensanta — Seva
Roman —Misir 1997: 43,45 n. 7, fig. 2; Fuensanta et al. 1998:
69; Mezraa Hoyiik: Okse 2007a: 143; Saraga Hoyiik: Ser-
tok — Kulakoglu — Squadrone 2007: 343, 345, figs. 4: a-c,
S; Sertok — Kulakoglu — Squadrone 2008: 412-413, figs. 9,
11; : Woolley 1921: 48, 133, 134; Shiyukh Tahtani: Fal-
sone 1997: 290; 1999: 139; Sconzo 2007: 287, 298, figs.
20: 1-2, 24, 25; Falsone — Sconzo 2012: 171-172 (I wish to
thank both authors for providing the manuscript of this pa-
per when still unpublished); Tell Ahmar: Roobaert 1998;
Bunnens 2003: 41-42; Qara Qozak: Valdés Pereiro 2008:
326, fig. 9; Hadidi: Dornemann 1979: 132, 138, figs 26, 27,

The Marriage of Martu, lines 137-1382

has always played an important role within society and
martu are attested as early as the third millennium, as
we learn from the Ebla texts® (figure 1).

This evidence has remained somehow on the side
of the main scholarly attention, which instead has been
focussing on the full Early Bronze funerary tradition
in the area, admittedly a much more conspicuous phe-
nomenon both in terms of scale and complexity.’ In
a recent article comparing Early and Middle Bronze
funerary practices in the Euphrates valley by means
of statistics, T. Okse has underlined that on the whole
there is a certain degree of continuity in grave types
and funerary equipments, with some differences as
to preference of specific grave types and quantity of
objects in each period.” In particular, the number of cist
graves and chamber tombs seems to decrease consid-

1980: 227, 228, figs. 18, 19; Halawa A: Orthmann 1981:
24, 83, pl. 15: Terqa: Frank 2005; Rouault 2005; Masetti-
Rouault — Poli 2007: 65; ‘Usiyeh: Oguchi — Oguchi 2006;
Shueimiyeh: Kepinski 2006. Exceptional are full pub-
lications, as in the case of Lidar Héyiik: Kaschau 1999:
154-182, figs. 68-69, pls. I-XXIV; Tell Bi’a: Strommenger
— Kohlmeyer 1998; Mari: Jean-Marie 1999; Baghouz: du
Mesnil du Buisson 1948. It is also to mention that Mid-
dle Bronze graves at Amarna were reported orally by O.
Tunca at the conference on the Tishrin Dam Area held in
Barcelona in 1998, but not included in the written version
published in the proceedings. Two cist-graves with tumulus
possibly Middle Bronze in date on the Euphrates side of
the Gebel Bishri have been discovered by the survey re-
cently conducted in the area: Lonnqvist 2009: 6; a Middle
Bronze pit-grave is reported at the site of Tell Ghanem al-
Ali, east of Raqqa (Al-Maqdassi 2010; Hasegawa 2010: 33,
figs. 9-10) as well as possibly at least three large cairns on
the northwestern flank of the Gebel Bishri (Fujii — Adachi
2010: 66, 72); finally, at least four of the funerary sites re-
corded in the publication of the surveys of B. Geyer and
J.-Y. Monchambert in the lower part of the Euphrates valley
(i.e. from Deir-ez-Zor down to Abu Kemal) are associated
to, more or less certain, Middle Bronze ceramic material:
apart from Baghouz, El Kita‘a 2 and 3, Es-Sousa 2 and
Haddama 2: Geyer — Monchambert 2003: 161-163. In ad-
dition, evidence from contemporary sites of neighbouring
regions (e.g. Chuera, Hammam et-Turkman, Oylum Hoyiik,
Umm el-Marra, Ebla, Alalakh) have also been taken into
consideration in the discussion of specific issues.

5  Peltenburg 2007: 11-13; Wilkinson 2007: esp. 28-29.

6  For a recent overview see Cooper 2006a: 202-256; 2007,
Peltenburg 2007/2008.

7 Okse 2007a.
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Figure 1: Map showing the sites mentioned in the text (numbered sites: 1. Horum Hoyiik; 2. Tilbes Hoyiik;
3. Birecik Cemetery; 4. Hacinebi; 5. Mezraa Hoytik; 6. Gre Virike; 7. Saraga Hoytik; 8. Carchemish; 9. Jerablus
Tahtani; 10. Shiyukh Tahtani; 11. Amarna; 12. Tell Ahmar; 13. Qara Qozak; 14. Banat; 15. Sweyhat; 16. Hadidji,
17. Habuba Kabira Tell; 18. Halawa A; 19. Selenkahiye) (Author's elaboration of Google Earth map 2011).

erably at the turn of the millennium; in addition, a gen-
eral trend seems indeed to be the reduction in number
of vessels in second millennium graves.® Both elements
are taken by the scholar as a sign of impoverishment of
the elite which was at the head of the political system in
the area during the third millennium.’ If the sheer data
are basically correct’® and some conclusions drawn
true in the end, questions may be raised as to how to
interpret these data and if any alternative explanation
could be offered: for example, by not assuming a one
to one correlation between number of vessels in graves
and social status of the buried individual’s, I wonder
whether the lack of significant changes in the forms
attested in the Middle Bronze period may allow for a
different reconstruction, such as that of a selection of

8 Ibid.: 146-150, figs. 4-5, 7.
9 Ibid.: 151.

10 It is not clear for example why the analysis leaves out sites
such as Qara Qozak and Tilbesar or some evidence of sites
(dating to the Middle Bronze period) which are instead con-
sidered as belonging to the Early Bronze period (e.g. at Tell
Bi’a).

the containers which are now put within the tombs as a
part for all (figure 2)."!

In addition, if it is true that on a whole we have a
reduction in number of sites providing funerary evi-
dence at a regional scale, this datum should be consid-
ered within the context of a reduced number of sites
in the Middle Bronze period in general, especially as
far as the northern sector of the Euphrates valley is
concerned:'? indeed the number of graves in total is
larger in this period and, at an intra-site level, we have
to acknowledge the absence of any dramatic change
in funerary practices at most of the sites occupied in
both periods, such as for example Shiyukh Tahtani'® or

11 They usually include at least a cup/bowl and a jar/pitch-
er: e.g. Shiyukh-Tahtani, Sconzo 2007: fig. 25; Tilbesar,
Kepinski 2007: fig. 9.

12 Meyer 1996: 151-155, fig. 6: a-b; Cooper 2006a: 264-267;
2006b; Peltenburg 2007: 230; Schwartz 2007: 47. 1 would
also recall the difficulties still existing in the recognition
and/or definition of the ceramic assemblages of the so-
called ‘Early Bronze-Middle Bronze transition’ (inter alia
Porter 2007): the discussion of chronological issues and
single grave attributions are left out here and will be dealt
with in detail in Felli forthcoming.

13 Sconzo 2007: 298.
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Figure 2: Pottery from Tomb 54, phase 7, MB 11, Shiyukh Tahtani, scale 1:4 (after Sconzo 2007: fig. 25).

Lidar Hoytlik, where cist graves are attested both in the
Early and Middle Bronze phases.'* Even the reduction
of wealthy chamber tombs rightly noticed by Okse
should be evaluated along with the emergence of
hypogea under royal palaces during the second mil-
lennium® — not much of a novelty in Syria in fact, if
we consider the Early Bronze Ebla hypogeum!¢ and
the tombs underneath the ‘Palais oriental’ at Mari:"
the fact that these structures have been found in most
cases empty hampers any consideration on the degree
of wealth of their equipments, but their mere exist-
ence attests that local elites do still maintain special
privileges as far as death rituals are concerned.'® All
this is said without discounting that a change is in act
which is significant per se, but simply to underline

14 Kaschau 1999: 168-182. Hence the importance to observe
the phenomenon in a diachronic perspective connecting the
two periods, in order to appreciate changes and continuities
without creating artificial boundaries.

15 Miglus 2003: 250-259. See also Hachmann 1996: 248-257
(on Alalakh and Ebla hypogea; as to the latter, it is to be
added that further hypogea have been found recently to the
north/north-west of the throne-room in palace Q: Matthiae
2002: 562).

16 Matthiae 1997.

17 Margueron 2008: 143-148, figs. 49-52, (with reference to
earlier literature). It has also to be said that palaces are
poorly attested in the area in the third millennium: it is
however a fact that the only undisputed palace in the valley
(apart from the ‘Presargonic’ Palace at Mari), palace B at
Tell Bi’a, does not seem to have a hypogaeum but to be still
associated with an earlier above ground structure: Strom-
menger — Kohlmeyer 1998: 47-77, pls. 55-58; Bésze 2009:
11-13.

18 For a similar, though more articulated, view on this mat-
ter see Peltenburg 2007/2008: 235-236. An eventually de-
crease in funerary ostentation could also be explained with
a decline of the need for it in the changed political order:
Schwartz 2007: 47 (with reference to I. Morris’ “cycles of
ostentation”).

the possible shortcomings of quantitative analyses
and the risks of one-sided views on specific issues.

1 Archaeological and historical sources

A burial is essentially and primarily the result of a
rite.! If there is no longer much a question about the
possibility to investigate ritual behaviour in ancient
societies on the basis of archaeological evidence, it
is however true that the correct methodologies for
doing so are yet to be defined and properly refined.*
One way which seems viable in the case of a historical
period, as the one under study, is that of an integrated
use of archaeological and circumstantial written evi-
dence, when available;?' supported by careful refer-

19 I use here the word ‘rite’ as explained by L.-V. Thomas’
words, “in its anthropological sense, that is, in a larger
sense, quite apart from liturgical or theological concerns.
A rite, then, is a ceremony in which behaviours, gestures
and postures, words or songs are uttered, and objects
handled, manufactured, destroyed, or consumed are sup-
posed to possess virtues or powers or to produce specific
effects”: Thomas 2005: 3234. Obviously this is said without
discounting the importance of implications of different na-
ture (especially social and political) of the question: on this
point see the recent analysis of the Early Bronze funerary
evidence of Umm el Marra in Schwartz 2007: 48-51.

20 Cf. Pader 1982: 36, “a funeral being an activity which, by
any definition, is a ritual activity. It must therefore be ana-
lyzed in a manner appropriate to a ritual situation”. Much
progress in this direction has been made by some recent
workshops (and their prompt publications) such as the one
organized in Berlin in 1998 (Bonatz — Novak — Oettel 2000;
see especially Meyer’s contribution: Meyer 2000) and that
in Chicago in 2006 (Laneri 2007).

21 For a similar view see Meyer 2000: 17; a difference is
however in the kind of texts used which in the latter study
include also mythological ones whereas here, though ac-
knowledging the importance, at a different level, of refer-
ence to Mesopotamian sources, [ have taken into consid-
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ence to ethnographic cases, this approach may succeed
in unveiling, at least partially, “les gestes funéraires™?
behind the formation of that intentional deposit which
is a burial, by adding meanings to finds and placing
them into a wider context, i.e. their cultural context.?
To avoid “to take it for granted that the grave goods are
meant to accompany the dead person into an after-life,
and to be at his or her disposal”,** T mean to discuss
the possibility that at least part of the objects found in
graves could in fact be, in the first place, residues of
that rite.

For this time-period the textual evidence comes
essentially from Mari: the topic has received attention
especially as far as post-mortem rituals are concerned,
i.e. the kispum-rite;> exceptions, apart from sparse
reference in the texts publications of the Mari archive
by J.-M. Durand,? are the studies by A. Finet and D.
Charpin which have gathered the scanty evidence, both
in the form of administrative texts and letters, scattered
in the archive and, in the case of the latter scholar, in
few other contemporary sources, such as those from
Eshnunna and Alalakh, related to the question of
death and funerals.?” What is clear from these studies
is that we know very little on funerary concepts about
afterlife in Syria in this time frame and this is a great
limitation once we want to elaborate on the question of
funerary ritual behaviour which is obviously connected
to them.?® We also know very little about what were the
actual rituals connected to mourning and burial. None-
theless, there are things which are known and therefore
I shall try here to elaborate on these data along with the
archaeological ones available and to offer an overview
which of course can only be considered as provisional.

eration only local, non-literary texts. A recent overview on
literary texts from Mesopotamia related to the topic is to be
found in Katz 2007.

22 Leclerc 1990.

23 It is perhaps superfluous to recall the official character
of the textual evidence at hand which almost exclusively
deals with questions which are of interest for the palace and
therefore is not much enlightening when dealing with ‘nor-
mal’” graves: however, sparse references are also found to
events, such as deaths and related matters, of individuals
who are outside the palace circle, thus shedding some light
on the uses of a larger sample of the population.

24 Postgate 1980: 77, who however explains his position by
adding “This does, of course, beg a major question, but to
broach that would involve us in complex religious theory,
out of place here”. See also Cooper 1991: 24 “grave goods,
as the texts makes clear, were intended both for the de-
ceased’s personal use and for sacrifice to the deities that
control the world he is about to enter”. Still on grave goods
and texts see most recently Katz 2007: 171-172.

25 Inter alia Jacquet 2002; 2008: 393-405.

26 See especially Durand 1988: 559, 560.

27 Finet 1987; Charpin 2006; 2008. See now Jacquet in the
present volume. On Old Assyrian sources see Veenhof
1998; Michel 2008, while for an overview on Mesopota-
mian, mainly first millennium, texts, see Abrahami 2005.

28 For a different view see Ucko 1969: 265-266.

2 Mourning

From the texts we have some knowledge about mourn-
ing practices, especially as far as royal courts are
concerned:® people affected by a loss did not wash
nor cut their hair;*® professional mourners (bakkitu/
bakkitu) were hired to execute lamentations, liter-
ally ‘to cry’, as indicated by the original root bky of
the word.! Mourning performances should possibly
include also the beating of the breast and other body
parts as suggested by the use, at least at Carchemish, of
the term sipittum to indicate “mourning™? and derived
from the verb sapadu = to beat.** At Aleppo mourning
is called instead hidirtum and it is not entirely clear
in what the two words differ.** The duration of the
mourning period itself is still a matter of debate: in the
case of royal figures, at least fifteen days,* but a figure
of thirty has also been suggested.*

3 Funeral

We do not even know when exactly the burial cere-
mony took place:¥’ there are hints that some time was
allowed between death and burial in the case of highly
placed individuals, among other reasons, in order to
let people coming from abroad to take part into the

29 A recent synthesis on mourning practices at Ebla is to be
found in Biga 2007/2008: 262 Archi‘s contribution in this
volume. As far as Mesopotamia is concerned see Alster
1983.

30 Charpin 2008: 87.

31 Ghouti 1991. On the lamentation bikitum in Old Assyrian
records see Veenhof 1998: esp. 114-115.

32 Charpin 2008: 73. On the mourning terminology in the
Mari texts see also Ghouti 1991.

33 We have nothing as the Ahiram’s sarcophagus to attest vis-
ually what mourning practices looked like in this period:
however, I suggest that the nude female figurines included
in some burials, especially in western Syria (for an example
from Mari see Butterlin 2007a: 10, fig. 6), which do have
their arms bent at the breast, represent in fact mourners
much alike the first two female figures represented on one
short side on that monument: Rehm 2004: pl. 9, fig. 24 (the
other two have their arms over the head, in what we recon-
struct as a sequence of repeated gestures: ibid.: pl. 9, fig.
25). On this matter see Felli forthcoming.

34 Charpin 2008: 83. However, Durand 2008: 608-609, con-
trasting earlier views of his, differentiates between sipiz-
tum, “la manifestation de deuil sur le moment méme” and
bidirtum, which would be on the contrary “sa commémora-
tion rituelle”, while so far only the hidirtum rabitum was
recognized as a commemorative rite: Charpin 2008: 87. I
wonder whether sipittum could refer to a specific rite within
the mourning period whereas hidirtum to the mourning pe-
riod, including all related ceremonies.

35 1Ibid.: 86 and 90, n. 87.

36 Ibid.: 90. The duration of the mourning period is not a triv-
ial question if we think that in a number of societies it is
conceived as equivalent to the time needed to the dead to
move “de la société visible des vivants a la société invisible
des ancétres”: Hertz 1905/1906: 136.

37 For asimilar remark on the basis of Mesopotamian texts see
Groneberg 1990: 254.
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funeral as the Old Babylonian texts from Tell Asmar
clearly indicate.*® Obviously, outside the palace circle,
everything was simpler and faster: the few data avail-
able seem to indicate that burial took place quite close
to death, although possibly not at night.*

As far as the burial ceremony itself is concerned,
archaeological evidence comes obviously to the fore:
graves and tombs, being essentially the result of that
ceremony, are almost the only sources of information
we have on this matter — especially on the hows and
wheres — although some textual evidence may be rel-
evant too to clarify specific aspects of it. Before get-
ting into details, a short excursus appears necessary:
two are apparently the words encountered at Mari to
indicate the grave, qubiirum and kimabbum. No clear
distinction between the two terms has been made so
far.*® My suggestion is that one could be made in rela-
tion to the type of documents in which they occur, that
is to say administrative texts in the case of kimabbum,
and letters in the case of qubiirum, and this may be
significant for the present discourse, as I shall show
below.”! The latter term seems to have the mean-
ing of ‘burial’, indicating both the burial as physical
place and as ceremony, much alike similar words in
many modern languages, and this appears confirmed
also by the textual evidence of Tell Asmar*?> and Ala-
lakh; I put forward the hypothesis that the former term
too, kimabhum, the syllabic writing of the Sumerian
KI-MAH generally translated as “tomb”,* had equally
these two possible meanings and was used instead
of qubirum in administrative texts perhaps due to
the usual scribal preference for sumerograms in this
domain. This observation, if proved right, may have
some consequence when we consider that there are
administrative texts which record disbursements ana
kimabhim: while it is commonly understood that these
are offerings given to the grave,** it can be suggested
that these commodities or objects were primarily
given to be used in the context of the burial ceremony

38 Whiting 1987: 48, n. 11, 11. 20-25. See also Biga 2007/2008:
255, on the Ebla evidence.

39 ARM XXVI/I 280, 11. 5-13; see also Charpin 2008: 71 and
n. 11: interestingly the text says that the dead were buried
after having passed the night on a bed, may be a hint to a
practice of all-night watch (see below). See also ibid.: 72 for
reference to another ‘death and burial’ record in a late Old
Babylonian administrative text from Sippar.

40 TIbid.: 75, n. 29. See also Lundstrém 2000: 12.

41 In first millennium sources, again, the main difference be-
tween kimabbum and the term gabru seems to reside in the
domain in which they are attested, i.e. essentially magic
rituals for the latter: ibid.: 9-13, esp. 13.

42 Whiting 1987: 160 “burial, funeral”.

43 CADK, s.v. kimabbhum.

44 See contra Biga 2007/2008: 252 “In the case of Mari it is
very clear that the funerary gifts are destined for the tomb,
to be buried in the tomb and not used during funerary cer-
emonies”; Charpin 2008: 75 “[...] des offrandes faites pour
le tombeau (kimabbum ou qubiirum)”.

(even in the preparation of it, as we shall see below).*
This of course does not exclude the grave as their ulti-
mate destination and, on the contrary, may justify their
occurrence within this context. To support this idea it
is useful to recall a slightly later text from Alalakh
VII where it is specified that a silver object, given ana
qubiiri*® of a king, was placed with the latter in his
tomb (again indicated as qubirum).’

3.1 Preparation of the body

Textual, but also archaeological, evidence seems to
indicate the use of oil as a special treatment for the
corpse before burial. Within the Mari archive are
found some records of oil disbursements, specifically
perfumed oil, ana kimabbim, all but one dated to
the reign of Yasmah-Addu.*® Tt is a matter of debate
whether what is meant here are oil provisions for the
afterlife, thus placed in the grave at the end of the cer-
emony, or used to anoint the corpse before burial or
even else.” Indeed, within the funerary equipments
retrieved in graves are often attested small sized ves-
sels with narrow mouths, which have been since long
recognized as oil containers, such as for example the

45 The use of ana + the term indicating the ritual occa-
sion for a disbursement is attested frequently in the ad-
ministrative texts of Mari: see e.g. Charpin 1984: 84.
A similar interpretation is given by A. Archi to the oc-
casion ExPAP of specific expenditures in the Ebla ar-
chive, “interment, burial; funerary ceremony”: Archi
2002: 164, n. 9 (with reference to related literature) and
now his contribution in this volume). See however Biga
2007/2008: 250-254, which seems to opt for EXPAP =
“tomb”.

46 At Alalakh this is the current formula (and not ana
kimabhim) found in administrative texts.

47 Wiseman 1953: no. 366, lines 13-15, esp. L. 15 (the term is
here read ku-pu-ri; for its correct reading see CAD Q: 293,
s.v. qubiiru and Zeeb 2001: 54). For a recent interpretation
of this much discussed text, and reference to earlier litera-
ture, see Charpin 2008: 80-81.

48 Charpin 1984: 106-107. Attestations outside Mari seem
rare: see Nasrabadi 1999: 32, n. 154 on the Middle Assyr-
ian text VAT 18901 recording oil disbursements for burials,
which, according to the scholar “das auf dem Kopf des bzw.
der Verstorbenen gegossen werden soll”.

49  According to Mc Ginnis 1987: 8, n. 16, the oils of one of the
Mari texts, ARM VII 58, could be used for fumigations; in
relation to the same text Jean-Marie 1999: 82 observes “ces
huiles pouvaient étre utilisées pour I’onction du cadavre a
I’huile aromatique, soit pour la combustion (d’aromates)
faite aprés la mise au tombeau”. See also, more in general,
Finet 1987: 240. At third millennium Ebla, according to
Archi 1996: 17 and n. 29, oil is usually given to the partici-
pants of the rite (but see contra Biga 2007/2008: 266-267).
The possibility of a ‘prompt’ use of the oil for the corpse
seems however likely in the case of the administrative text
from Tell Asmar in which the offering is made on the very
day of death: Whiting 1987: 115, text 1931-T263). An im-
plicit attestation of the use of oil in preparation of a corpse
is possibly to be found in the Sumerian ritual texts analyzed
by Katz 2007: 170.
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Figure 3: An oil (?) container from the MB tomb F 0217,
Horum Hoytik (after Marro 2007: fig. 7).

so-called Syrian bottles,® a type well attested in the
Early Bronze period> which continues with some vari-
ations down to the Middle Bronze (figure 3).

On the basis of what is said above, I suggest that
the actual presence of similar containers is to be put in
relation to the process of preparation of the corpse.’
But what was this anointment for? A number of mean-
ings could be possibly applied to this activity: however,
by considering the different roles in which perfumed
oils are attested within the Mari corpus, embellish-
ment and perfume would seem to me the most obvi-
ous option.> Nonetheless, we should not overlook that
anointment with oil could have purifying and protec-
tive effects too, as attested especially in first millen-
nium ritual texts.>*

50 Inter alia Rova 1991: 136-141. Interestingly, the text ARM
XXV 565 records specifically three buburnatum-vessels
ana kimabbim of Batacra, i.e. a type of oil container attest-
ed also at Nuzi: see AHW s.v. buburnu(m): 352, “ein kleines
OlgefiBh”.

51 Sconzo 2007: 298-299, fig. 26 (piriform flask with stepped
rim).

52 See also Schwartz 2007: 50. I. Winter has convincingly
shown that some pouring vessels found in the Ur Royal
cemetery were indeed used in the preparation (washing and
anointment) of the body: Winter 1999: 249-250. For this
time-period we have no records on the specialists involved
in this kind of activities, as for example in the third millen-
nium: Cohen 2005: 75. On a possible involvement of the
gala-priests in funerals see Durand 2008: 391: “Peut-étre,
comme cela ce passe dans d’autres cultures, leur personna-
lité les rendait-elle aptes a s’approcher des morts et a mani-
puler les matieéres souillées”.

53 Itis interesting to recall here that in the Neo-Assyrian text
ABL 437, line 14, the first activity carried out on corpses to
be prepared for burial, even if there is no mention of unc-
tions, is described by the verb dummugu = “to embellish”
(Parpola 1983: 288, n. 352; see also Black — George — Post-
gate 2000: 55, s.v. damdqu, “improve something in quality,
embellish, beautify, polish”).

54 Maul 1994: 44, 95-96; Nasrabadi 1999: 61.

Figure 4: Toggle-pins from tomb 760, Mari (after Jean-
Marie 1999: pl. 138).

Presumably after the ointment, the corpses were
dressed or at least covered or wrapped up in a cloth, as
indicated by the scanty evidence for textile remains®
and the more abundant presence of pins, especially
toggle-pins, in the graves themselves (figure 4).3¢ It is
not out of place to mention here a disbursement of a
cloth ana kimabbim of a certain Yatasha, female musi-
cian under Yasmah-Addu and Zimri-Lim.>” The #tublu
dress in question is an ordinary one, usually worn by
travellers (e.g. by messengers).’® At Eshnunna the son
of the Amorite chief Abda-El, Awilanum, on occasion
of his death, receives instead a tig nig-1am,” corre-
sponding to the akkadian lamabussd, a ‘precious gar-
ment made of wool’,®® which at Mari is one of those
special dresses which “se portent, semble-t-il, en de
rares occasions™%! the difference in the quality of the

55 Itis not always easy to tell whether tiny fragments of fabric
do relate to clothes or to some other kind of textiles (e.g. a
shroud). For attestations in the area see for example the re-
mains in the jar burials of the Sakkanakku period (T. 1077,
1081) and Middle Bronze II (T. 1062, 1095-1097, 1102) at
Mari: Jean-Marie 1999: 191, 193-194, 196-197.

56 On the use of toggle-pins see Klein 1992: 252.

57 M.10987, 1. 6”: Ziegler 1999: 196, no. 25 and n. 6’. I see this
disbursement, as most of the following ones from Mari, as a
special case within what was the normal flow of commodi-
ties given routinely to people connected with the court, to
be distinguished to gifts given to people outside the palace
circle, mostly important foreign individuals (see below).

58 Durand 1983: 394-396, 403-406. For another case, which
seems however to involve some sort of tapestry, see ARM
XXI 347.

59 Whiting 1987: 115.

60 CADL, 58, s.v. lamahussi. This garment is also among the
desiderata of USaSum, the other son of king Abda-El who
took the place of his father as tribal chief (see above: Whit-
ing 1987: no 11, l. 16, translation at p. 49), and is found in
the text from Girsu DP 75 1 1. 2, which Steinkeller 1990: 21,
n. 29 reckons an inventory of grave goods.

61 Durand 1983: 403.
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Figure 5: Gold band from tomb 1082, Mari (after Jean-Marie 1999: pl. 242: 1)

dress is obviously linked to the difference in rank. It is
possible that these gifts were meant to dress the dead
for the funeral, although no clear statement about this
is given in the texts.®

The dead were also provided with ornaments as
attested by the jewels found both in male and female
graves, although more often in the latter, with beads
and pendants being particularly frequent in children
burials. If adornment was probably one of the scopes of
this activity, protection was certainly a main purpose
t00:%* some ornaments do play the fundamental role of
amulets during lifetime even nowadays and anthro-
pological literature gives ample evidence of a similar
role played by objects of this kind in death rituals in a
large number of societies, both ancient and modern.®
Of course, to investigate this matter more thoroughly a
better knowledge of the symbolism both of the figura-
tive repertoire and materials attested would certainly
be needed.®® One could speculate for example whether
the frequent use of silver is to be related not only to
the intrinsic but also symbolic values of this metal:*
qualities like the shiny surface or the white colour
could be linked to pesitive concepts, such as purity,*’
which would confer to the material, and ultimately to
the object itself, positive properties.®®

62 Textiles are recorded also in the Ebla archive as offerings to
individuals at the time of their death: Biga 2007/2008: 250,
258; according to Archi 2002: 178 “destined to adorn them
on their burial”. The items are often more than one, being in
fact different parts of a personal attire (Archi 1999: 48; see
also the observations in Pomponio 2008: XVIII). At Ebla
it is also attested the practice to offer, on the occasion of a
funeral, clothes to long-dead people, maybe to dress anew
ancestors’ statues: Archi 2002: 166, 174, 176, esp. 183-184.

63 As to Mesopotamia, it has been suggested that some of the
jewels found in tombs, not directly associated to the body
of the dead, could indeed be gifts to the netherworld deities,
as occurring in some literary accounts such as the death of
Ur-Nammu: see last Postgate 2009: 236.

64 See also Bottéro 1980: 37 for the amuletic purpose of the
seals found in tombs. On the question of the possible func-
tions of funerary objects in general see Mazzoni 2005: 3.

65 Just to quote some specific studies see Dunham 1993
(beads); Spycket 1996 (shell rings); Bonatz 2000 (funerary
iconography); Cohen 2005: 126-142; Gansell 2007 (the lat-
ter two on Royal Cemetery ornaments).

66 For this matter, see the discussion on the use of gold in the
Varna cemetery: Renfrew 1986: esp. 157-160.

67 On the current usage of silver at Mari see Limet 1982.

68 See Winter 1995: 2573.

Ornaments are also mentioned as offerings ana
kimabbim.?® Yahdun-Lim, one of Zimri-Lim’s sons,
who died prematurely,” receives silver objects, i.e.
mémmu and 1 har-Su. If the latter term does not cre-
ate many problems in interpretation as “bracelet”, the
mémmu appear more problematic: the word, always
occurring in the plural, should refer to some head’s
ornament, possibly a diadem,” but no certain identi-
fication has been proposed so far. These very objects,
albeit heavier, are also given ana kimabhim of another
royal figure, Addu-duri, the mother of Zimri-Lim.”> I
suggest the mémmu to be identified with the stripes
of precious metals interpreted as ornaments for the
head which are attested in a number of graves of the
late third and second millennium in various parts of
the Near East (figure 5).”* They can be rectangular or
oval and have pierced or tapering ends and have almost
all been found on or next to the forehead of the dead.
Sometimes similar bands are found in more than one
specimen per person and that may explain the word
in the plural in the texts. In Syria we have examples
in Late Early Bronze graves from Selenkahiye,” Tell
Bi‘a,”” and Mari:’ in all these cases they show a leaf or
floral pattern on relief which may reflect a vegetal ori-
gin of the ornament, whereas later examples are usu-
ally plain, as the stripe, made of gold, found in a tomb
from Mari of the Sakkanakku period.”” They continue
down to the second millennium and appear attested
both in children and in adult burials,”® and this would

69 Archi 2002 on Ebla offerings of these kind.

70 Dossin 1939: 106, but first edition by H. Limet in ARM
XXV: 539; see also Ziegler 1999: 69.

71 See CAD M/I, 202, s.v. mammau. Finet 1987: 243: “un objet
qui est peut-étre un modele réduit de couronne”.

72 ARM XXV 571, lines 1-3. According to Ziegler 1997: 53,
these objects should have a funerary meaning; see also
Ziegler 1999: 51 and n. 326.

73 This type of ornament becomes fashionable in Mesopota-
mia especially during the Akkadian period: Maxwell-Hys-
lop 1971: 21-23; fig. 13: a-c; pl. 23 (from Ur).

74 E.g.van Loon 1968: 27, 30, fig. 12; see also 2001: 426, pl. 8,
10: b.

75 Strommenger — Kohlmeyer 1998: 15, 31, 35, 40, pls. 22: 15,
40: 11, 36: 1, 46: 10, 165: 6, 7.

76 Tomb 300: Jean-Marie 1999: 22, 133, M 1427, pl. 45. See
also the example from a recently found mid-third millen-
nium grave: Butterlin 2007a: 11, fig. 9.

77 Jean-Marie 1999: 194, pl. 242: 1.

78 A fragmentary example in silver is found in the tomb Z 121
of the cemetery of Baghouz: du Mesnil du Buisson 1948:
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be in line with the evidence of the texts mentioned
above. In a child pit grave from Terqa such a stripe
was found fastened to the back of the head by means
of a spiral, again in silver;” interestingly, the child was
also provided with a silver bracelet, which, as we have
seen above, is the second object (har-Su) occurring in
the Mari provision.

Given their occurrence in what are generally per-
ceived as rather wealthy (although no actual royal)
graves, these jewels do certainly play a role as indica-
tors of high status, as also suggested by the rank of
people who receives them in the texts:** nonetheless,
in relation to possible additional, symbolic, raisozns-
d’étre, it is not out of place to recall the use of similar
ornaments on animals in ceremonial contexts, most
likely involving their sacrifice, as depicted in one
of the Mari paintings from the courtyard 106 of the
Zimri-Lim’s palace.®

3.2 Interment

3.2.1 Burial location

Apart from those cases in which the tomb structure
was actually large enough to allow the preparation of
the body to be held within — and there does not seem to
be any in the sample under consideration®? — the corpse
was most likely prepared indoors and then brought to
the place of burial, of which the location may vary
from very close, under the house floor® or in dismissed
or abandoned areas within the site,* to a medium dis-

75, pl. XLVIII: 7: in absence of anthropological data, the
presence of weapons in the grave should indicate that the
buried person was an adult male.

79 Buia 1993: 48.

80 According to Archi (at Ebla) “The gifts had the sole pur-
pose of maintaining the social status which the deceased,
consigned to the tomb, had enjoyed in life”: Archi 2002:
179. See also the discussion, specifically in relation to first
millennium female graves, in Mazzoni 2005: 8.

81 Parrot 1958: pls. V: 2, VL. Just as a reference, I would also
mention the importance of binding the head of the animal
substitute in later magic healing rituals: e.g. LKA4 79, lines
1-33/KAR 245, lines 1-22, esp. lines 13-14: Tsukimoto 1985:
125-127.

82 A clear example of this is offered by the later royal Hy-
pogaeum of Qatna: Pfalzner 2007.

83 Especially common for, but not exclusive of, still-born and
small babies. A very special case is represented by the royal
graves underneath palace floors: see below.

84 See for example the cemetery in the ruins of palace A at
Mari, dated to the so-called Khana period (Margueron
2004: 528-529). One can also refer to the evidence of burials
which are placed in ‘unconventional’ settings of different
sort (out-of-use kilns, waste pits): in some instances these
are secondary or possibly even tertiary burials (an example
is the large vessel containing human bones in a silo of the
earliest level of the Old Babylonian phase of occupation in
area F, at Terqa: Rouault 1998: 318-319, fig. 8), the latter
reflecting a quite casual attitude towards long time dead
persons (on this issue Kiimmel unpubl.); however, there are
cases in which the arrangement of the body along with the

tance, for example in that sort of liminal area repre-
sented by the settlement fortifications or nearby, to
farther away, in specific, off-site cemeteries.®> In the
cases in which the larger is the site exposure by exca-
vations, and therefore the better the knowledge on the
nature and aspect of the settlement, it seems that intra-
mural burials are the usual (Mari, Terqa) but by no
means exclusive pattern (Tell Bi’a, Halawa A, maybe
Qara Qozak); it has also to be noticed the existence of
cemeteries apparently not linked to any specific site,
which seem concentrated in the lower stretch of the
river valley (Baghouz, Es-Sousa) (figure 6).%

presence of accompanying goods do indicate that they are
most likely primary interments, as for example a Middle
Bronze case in a kiln at Saraga Hoyiik, a site in the upper
course of the Euphrates (Sertok — Kulakoglu — Squadrone
2007: 343, fig. 4: c). It comes then to mind E. Stone’s ob-
servations on the analogies existing in Mesopotamia be-
tween burials and rubbish disposal (Stone 1991: 241-242),
although the need for burying the dead is obviously dictated
by factors which are not only practical as in the latter case.

85 The reason for one choice or the other, especially when more
than one location is actually in use in one site at the same time,
is still a matter for guesswork for scholars. I just recall here
the famous Saxe-Goldstein’s hypothesis 8 on the connec-
tion between separate burial grounds and the maintenance of
privileges on behalf of corporate groups: Goldstein 1981: 61.
Durand 2008: 609, commenting on the general lack of family
vaults under house floors in Syria, in contrast to Mesopotamia,
apart from few exceptions (see for example the hypogea under-
neath the floor of very large Middle Bronze houses at Ugarit:
Mallet 1995: 173), as the result of the recent sedentarization of
the population in the region. As far as the Euphrates valley,
we can mention that, in the case of third millennium Halawa,
Orthmann 1980: 103-104, has suggested that the graves found
“immediately outside the fortification wall”, which show the
most elaborate architecture, were those of the town elite; see
also Peltenburg 1999: 430, for a similar conclusion as far as
Jerablus Tahtani is concerned. Finally see Meyer 2005: 363 for
considerations on grave locations over a larger number of sites
in the area.

86 Geyer —Monchambert 2003: 169-170 (see however du Mes-
nil du Buisson 1948: 12, which suggested for Baghouz a
relation to the ancient town of Nagiaté, on the same river
bank). A similar case is represented by the Early Bronze
cemetery of Abu Hamed, south of Raqqa (Falb — Klasnik
— Meyer — Vila 2005). The second millennium cemetery of
Khabiyat al-Rashid, more to the west, north of Damascus,
located only one kilometre and a half from the tell of Ya-
brud, can instead be put into relation with the latter: Abu
Assaf 1967. The question on whom were the people buried
in far-away cemeteries is still open: as to Baghouz, accord-
ing to M. H. Gates “one might ask if the entire Baghouz
cemetery is a nomadic burial ground. Du Mesnil du Buis-
son found no contemporary settlement” (Gates 1988: 85,
n. 16); B. Hrouda suggested the possibility that it was the
burial place of Haneans, referring explicitly to the inhab-
itants of Mari (Hrouda 1990: 109; see also now Geyer —
Monchambert 2003: 170). The idea of a use by semi-no-
madic groups has become in some way acquainted in the
literature: see below. The issue requires a more in-depth
development than possible here: it is however to recall the
presence of the water source of ‘Ain el-Hagal (du Mesnil
du Buisson 1948: 5) which would make the place a crucial
stop in the area for pastoralists. In the case of Abu Hamed,
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The way how the transportation of the corpse, espe-
cially in the case of a relatively long distance, was
accomplished is all subject to speculation, although
it probably varied according to the importance and/or
role of the dead and his/her family.?” In this connection
one may quote the evidence from Baghouz which is
with Jericho the only Middle Bronze burial site where
wooden furniture was found (figures 7, 8).%® The pieces
attested consist of a bed, on which the corpse was laid,
and, in the remaining space, a round table and a stool.®
One aspect which deserves attention is that these
pieces of furniture are all portable, an element consid-
ered a possible further proof for the idea that Baghouz
was a cemetery used by seminomadic people.®® Their
portability, however, could be in fact due to funerary
purposes, i.e. the transferral of the body and all needed
paraphernalia to the tomb during the funeral.”! Finally,

mentioned above, J.-W. Meyer ascribes it to a phase of sed-
entarization of mobile groups living in the area of the Jebel
Bishri: Meyer 2005: 364.
The only example of a wheeled vehicle attested in the area
is in fact that of which remains have been found in the Lord
of the Goats tomb at Ebla: Matthiae 1979: 164.
Parr 1996.
Du Mesnil du Buisson 1948: 37-38, pls. 42, 44. In general they
are found in the largest and imposing tombs of the cemetery,
with some exceptions as for example tomb Z 305 (ibid.: 39):
beds are found in fourteen, tables and stools only in seven.
Parr 1996: 47. It is worth recalling that the table-tops, for
example, have raised edges much alike a tray: du Mesnil du
Buisson 1948: 37-38, e.g. pl. XLIV (tomb Z 67) (here fig. 8).
91 This aspect deserves further elaboration, especially in rela-
tion to the possibility of lay-in-state ceremonies preceding
the burial: see below. For a similar interpretation of much
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Figure 7: Reconstruction of the corpse position on bed,
Baghouz (after du Mesnil du Buisson 1948: pl. LVI).
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Figure 8: Drawings and reconstruction of a table, Baghouz
(after du Mesnil du Buisson 1948: pl. XLIV).

in absence of any information, it is open to debate if
that was done out-of-sight or publicly, as for example
recently suggested by A. Cohen in the reconstruction
of the mortuary practices connected with the Royal
Cemetery at Ur, assuming a special symbolism of the
corpses in relation to the reinforcement of the royal
institution.*

later (and richer) material, the wooden furniture from Tu-
mulus MM at Gordion, see Simpson 1985: 188-193, esp. 188;
Simpson — Spirydowicz — Dorge 1992: 15. How exceptional
a case such as Baghouz with its wooden furniture is difficult
to say, since the rarity of finds elsewhere may be simply due
to the lack of preservation of organic materials. To judge
from the presence of inlays, decorated pieces of furniture
were also included in the tomb beneath the throne room
in the palace A at Mari, although in this case they could
belong to containers such as chests or boxes: Margueron
1990: 419, fig. 2: 6; 2004: 360, fig. 345. As to earlier graves,
the occurrence of inlays is usual in elite tombs: e.g. at Tell
Bi’a in the so-called mausolea (see especially Grabbau 5:
Stepniowski 1998: 68-71, pls. 91: 7-8, 93: 7-19, 94: 1-3, 169:
7-12, 170: 1). At Tell Banat stone inlays have been found in
Tomb 7 (chamber D), where there was also a wooden cof-
fin, while an alabaster table-top was retrieved in chamber
C and bronze nails with wood still attached in chamber F:
McClellan — Porter 1999: 109-110, fig. 10. Pieces of wooden
furniture with bronze applications were also attested in
the second millennium tomb of the ‘Lord of the Goats’ at
Ebla, while the bronze figurative appliques which give the
name to it were most likely part of the decoration of a throne
or similar: Matthiae 1979: 163, 172. It seems possible to
conclude with Parr 1996: 48 that the occurrence of furni-
ture appears to be in connection with high status burials.
92 Cohen 2005: 149-151. On the contrary, the entire Hittite fu-
nerary ritual is accomplished with little emphasis on the
corpse (except maybe on the second day) which, burned

Figure 9: Plan of burial in clay coffin, tomb 480,
Mari, MB I (after Jean-Marie 1999: pl. 69).

3.2.2 Grave types

The types of graves themselves attested in this period
display a considerable variety both at an intra-site and
inter-sites level and range from the simple pit to buri-
als in containers (either vessel or clay coffin)*® (figure 9)
within pits to cist graves, with or without a tumulus
(figure 10), to chamber tombs (both rock-cut or built-in)
(figure 17).%

It is difficult to understand precisely the rationale
behind the choice of a specific type, which is not sim-
ply a question of status and access to resources.” It
seems however possible to trace significant associa-
tions such as between type and location, pit and pot
burials being usually encountered within the settle-
ments, while tumuli and rock-cut tombs being exclu-

on the second night, seems to play no role in the following
ceremonies, replaced by what has been interpreted as an
effigy: Kassian — Korolév — Sidel’tsev 2002, esp. 24 and
118-119; Archi 2008: 182.

93 Clay coffins are especially frequent at Mari, where they
occur mostly in the Sakkanakku period: Jean-Marie 1999:
13-14, 75. More difficult to assess is the degree of diffusion
of wooden coffins/biers, usually very little preserved but
of which sparse evidence is found at a number of sites: a
complete example is attested, out of the area, at Alalakh
(Woolley 1955: 96, pl. XXI: b).

94 Among specific, local variations of the above mentioned
grave types we can recall the brick-lined pit burial with a
peculiar cobble bedding found at Terqa: Rouault 2005: 58-
59, fig. 7, “tombe a galets”.

95 Environmental conditions are for example crucial to ex-
plain the occurrence of specific types of graves, e.g. rock-
cut tombs. See also below for further discussion.
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Figure 10: Plan of tumuli and cist-graves (Z 201-206) and section of tumulus Z 203 of the Baghouz ce-

metery (after du Mesnil du Buisson 1948: pl. XL).

sively set off the site; or between type and age of the
dead, being pot burials the most frequent type of grave
for babies and small children.”® In this connection, it
is however to notice the increase in this period of the
use of ceramic vessels not only for babies and small
children, but also for adult interments.’”” While in the

96 This is a rather long-lasting, widely diffused phenomenon:
for the Early Bronze Age see Carter — Parker 1995: 106;
Dugay 2005: esp. 43-44.

97 At Mari the number of adult burials in jars appears particu-
larly high in the Sakkanakku period (59), while decreases
slightly in the second millennium (31 in the Middle Bronze
I and eleven in the Middle Bronze I1): Jean-Marie 1999: 11,
33, 35. As to Terqa, we do not have enough data to provide a
numerical esteem of adult burials in jars; nonetheless, they
do occur at the site and jar burials in general, which are
here often of the double jar type, are attested both in the
third and second millennium levels: Rouault 2005: 57. Jar
burials containing adults dating to the EB IV are found at
Oylum (Ozgen — Helwing — Tekin 1997: 59-60, 62) while
Late Early Bronze/Middle Bronze examples are attested at
Titris, in the Lower and Outer Town (Honga — Algaze 1998:
108-109, 113-114). Some evidence for adult burials in jars
is however known already from the beginning of the Early
Bronze period, especially in the northern stretch of the
Euphrates valley (Hacinebi: Early Bronze I, OP. 12 Burial
201: Stein 2001; Gre Virike, pithos grave in Trench L8, EB
IT: Okse 2006: 12, figs. 2: a, 15-17; Carchemish: ‘Chalco-
lithic’ jars on the Acropolis: Woolley 1952: 214-218, now
dated to Early Bronze I-1I: Falsone — Sconzo 2007: 78, tab.
5: 1; Jerablus Tahtani: Peltenburg 1997: 3; Shiyukh Tahtani:
Falsone — Sconzo 2012: 175, 176, n. 30). Differences at a
sub-regional level are to be taken into account in a large or,
better, long-stretching area as the one under examination.
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Figure 11: Burial jar and lid, tomb 1081, Mari, Sakkanakku
period (after Jean-Marie 1999: pl. 237).
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Figure 12: Plan of burials just outside the eastern wall of
Palace A, Tell Bi’a (after Miglus — Strommenger 2007:
pl. 46: 7).

former cases the container is generally a cooking-
pot (either complete or a part of it), the one used for
adults is usually bigger, often a pithos or similar ves-
sel, placed either in a vertical or horizontal or oblique
position;”® lids or other forms of closing devices are
frequently encountered (figure 11).

A general trend is the preference for individual
burials, although exceptions are also found.” It is also

98 For Mari see Jean-Marie 1999: 76-77. The oblique position
is particularly common at Terqa: Rouault 2005: 57; Carter
— Parker 1995: 107 distinguishes between an earlier type of
burials in which the container is placed horizontally and a
later one (end of third and beginning of second millennium
in date), in which the vessel is instead placed vertically; see
however Cooper 2007: 58 calling attention on burials in jars
in an upright position from the earliest Early Bronze levels
both at Carchemish and Jerablus Tahtani (see below).

99 Especially in terms of double burials, i.e. one adult and one
baby or child (see below) or two adults (e.g. Mari, tomb
954: Jean-Marie 1999: 183, pl. 202); collective burials are
much less frequent than in the full Early Bronze Age and
apparently concentrated in the upper part of the Euphra-
tes: Tilbes Hoyiik (Fuensanta — Seva Roman — Misir 1997,
Fuensanta et al. 1998); Carchemish (Woolley 1921: 133-
134). It is instead to notice that the extra-muros chamber
tomb of Hadidi with at least four individuals published as a
Middle Bronze grave by Franken 1978 does in fact belong

worth noticing the occurrence of what have been rec-
ognized as mass graves, i.e. the more or less simulta-
neous depositions of a large number of individuals in
an apparent haste and careless manner, in the area of
Palace A, at Tell Bi‘a, and interpreted as a consequence
of military conflicts (figure 12).1%°

3.2.3 Burying customs

The burying custom appears to be always inhumation.
From the sparse reference to semi-cremated corpses
found in the literature in relation to some graves'®!
is not to infer the existence of a practice of crema-
tion which, apart from the exception of the Early
Bronze cemetery at Gedikli in Anatolia, is attested in
this part of the Near East mainly in the Late Bronze
and especially Tron Age:'? semi-cremation is usu-
ally accomplished at a much lower temperature and
serves also to a different scope, the limited exposure
to fire resulting in a temporary preservation of a dead
body.!”® One could speculate if that was done in order
to allow its exhibition before burial, as was presum-

to the third millennium (as clear from the pottery illus-
trated in the figures 3, 4 and confirmed by P. Sconzo, pers.
comm.).

100 Strommenger 1991: 12-15, fig. 4; Kohlmeyer — Strommen-
ger 1995: 46-47, figs. 2-3.; Strommenger — Kohlmeyer 1998:
10; Miglus — Strommenger 2007: 60-61, pl. 21. See also
Mayer 1987: 149 for the historical correlates of the events.

101 E.g. respectively Early Bronze, Qara Qozak (Olavarri
1995: 16), Chuera (Moortgat 1962: 35-38; Krasnik — Meyer
2001: 386-390), and Middle Bronze, Terqa (F128: Tomc-
zyk — Soltysiak 2007: tab. 1), possibly Tell Ahmar (F167:
Roobaert 1998: 97; see below) and, extra area, Alalakh
(Woolley 1955: 96, pl. XXI: b). The cases of ‘incinera-
tion’ at Mari described by Parrot 1935: 7 (corresponding to
tombs 2, 4, 82 in the final publication: Jean-Marie 1999: 5,
83) remain difficult to judge in absence of clear anthropo-
logical data: ibid.: 18; see also the related observations in
Frank 2005: 65, n. 21. A distinction between cremation and
incineration is found in Grévin 2005: 16.

102 Bienkowski 1982; Duru 2010: esp. 172-173; Tenu 2005.

103 Evidence of an exposition to a low temperature has been
found on some of the individuals buried in the royal Hy-
pogeum at Qatna, where also activities related to corpses
took place: it has been suggested that the purpose for it was
short-term preservation over some weeks in order to avoid
the side-effect of putrefaction: Witzel — Kreutz 2007: 178-
179, 185; see also Pfélzner 2007: 60. It is worth recalling
that exposure to heat is also attested on some of the bones
from the Royal Cemetery at Ur: Woolley 1934, partially
confirmed by a recent re-examination of some human re-
mains still kept in the British Museum: Molleson — Hodg-
son 2003: 94, 100, 105 and 123. According to ibid.: 100,
in the case of the attendants buried in tomb PG 1648, that
was done “possibly to preserve them while the tomb was
being constructed”. It has to be said that traces of fire on
bones can also be referred on the contrary to a method of
accelerating flesh decay, especially in relation to secondary
burials: Wilhelm 2000: 164-165. Finally, it should not also
be forgotten the purifying role which fire plays in a number
of rituals in the Near East and beyond (see Thomas 2005:
3239).
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ably the case in the first millennium, at least as far
as very high status individuals such as kings were
concerned.'® Unfortunately this is hard to prove in
absence of further evidence, although it is interest-
ing to notice that the cases known for this time-frame
appear to be all from ‘elite’ graves.

There seems to exist a general ‘rule’ in the
arrangement of the body within the grave, usually
found in a flexed position. Nonetheless, some degree
of variation appears allowed too: some for example
are placed on their back, a position at times encoun-
tered with young women, either buried alone or with a
foetus or a baby,!% and one wonders whether this may
indicate a special treatment reserved to mothers who
died while pregnant or delivering a baby.'° From the
texts is clear that there is a concept of natural death
as the one coming at the end of one’s life'”” opposed
to that of untimely and/or violent death. It is worth
mentioning at this point a letter from Mari in which
the provincial governor of Qattunan, to the north of
Mari, Bahdi-Lim, after having referred to the king
about the unfruitful search for a corpse, most prob-
ably belonging to Qarni-Lim, the king of Andarig,'*®
asks for directions as to the way of burying the only
part of it found which is the head.!”® The queries refer
both to the town where the head should be buried,
especially whether i-na ki-di-im i-na li-ib-bi a-lim,
“outside or within the town”,''® and whether to bury it
i-na te-er-si-im,""! a passage variously interpreted by
the scholars, which seems to relate to the way of bury-
ing the poorly preserved corpse.'? Leaving aside the

104 A similar view is also expressed by Porter in a forthcom-
ing publication, of which the manuscript was made very
generously available to me by the author: Porter forth-
coming: 285. One of the skeletons in the Queens’ tombs
at Nimrud, maybe that of queen Atalia, does indeed show
similar traces: Schultz — Kunter 1998: 95, 119. It is not clear
indeed whether the so-called taklimtu rite of the Assyrian
texts meant an exhibition of the corpse or simply of the
grave goods: see Groneberg 1990: 255, for a description of
the rite and relative bibliography; see also Scurlock 1991:
3. The possibility of a lay-in-state of the corpse is taken
into consideration by Katz 2007: 172, n. 23 on the basis of
Sumerian texts which indicate that burials of some high-
ranking individuals, among which is king Shu-sin, took
place on the third day after death.

105 E.g. Mari, tomb 342, Middle Bronze II: Jean-Marie 1999:
135-136. It is also worth noticing that the only intramural
burial in the Middle Bronze settlement of Halawa A, tomb
H-105, is a simple pit grave containing the skeleton of a
woman accompanied simply by a toggle-pin: Orthmann
1981: 24, 83, pl. 15. For an Early Bronze example at Hadidi
see Dornemann 1979: 118, fig. 11, tomb E 1.

106 Hertz 1905/1906: 135; Parker-Pearson 1999: 15.

107 Guichard 1994: 239, n. a (on Mari evidence); see also Veen-
hof 1998: 97.

108 ARM VI 65; Charpin 1994: 52; see also Heimpel 2003: 65.

109 ARM VI 37.

110 ARM V137, v. 1. 11". See also CAD K: 345-347, s.v. kidu d.

111 ARM VI37,v.1. 13’ see also commentary at p. 119.

112 For example Durand 1998: 326, n. 635; “de fagon detour-
née”, maintained in Durand 2008: 611. On the case of Qar-

exact meaning of the expression, it seems evident that
the abnormal situation creates obstacles to a normal
procedure. The opposition between inside/outside the
town may lead to think at the possibility that people
who died in an unnatural way were not allowed to be
buried within the settlement but this again has to be
left uncertain in absence of further data.

4 Banqueting

It is quite commaunis opinio that a communal meal did
take place in occasion of a death in various periods and
areas of the Near East, although the subject appears
very little investigated in detail in the end, at least as
to Syria.'® Most of the references found in texts to
banquets are indeed related to the post-mortem cult of
the dead,* while almost nothing explicit exists about
similar feasts within the context of burial rites with a
notable exception related to the court of Aleppo: from
two Mari letters we know in fact that at the time of
the hidirtum for the mother queen Sumu-nabi a ban-
quet (naptanum) took place, on which unfortunately
we do not have further information.'” Indeed, in the
text of the kispum ritual there is mention of a ni.gub/
naptanum, “banquet”, before the execution of the kis-
pum proper itself:'! since many commemorative rites
referred to a single and unrepeatable event, such as
birth, marriage or death, often reproduce rites which
took place on that occasion,'” this post mortem cer-
emony could be an echo of the banquet of the time of
the funeral.

It is also unclear when exactly, in case, this banquet
took place, if before or after the interment: in this con-
nection, it is to recall the presence of vessels within
tombs, often along with food remains, which could be
related to this very occasion and thus interpreted as a
part, more or less symbolic, of the banquet which was
then placed in the grave.'® If so, the banquet should

ni-Lim’s burial see also Richardson 2007: 202-203, notes
77-78.

113 For example Bachelot 2003: esp. 84; Schwartz 2007: 49. For
Mesopotamia see also Pollock 2003; Barrett 2007.

114 Tsukimoto 1985.

115 Except that the Mari ambassadors were excluded from it:
Durand 1988: 107, n. ¢; see also Durand 1989: 86 and now
Charpin 2007: 85-86. I maintain here the ‘traditional’ in-
terpretation of hidirtum as mourning period but see also
above the observations of no. 34.

116 Durand — Guichard 1997: 66, no 4: 1, 4. Tsukimoto 1985:
60 rightly observes that kispum iself cannot be considered
a banquet “weil die Lieferung fiir das ‘Mahl des Konigs’
(naptan Sarrim) auch an demselben Tag unabhingig von
der fiir kispu(m) registriert ist”.

117 Van Gennep 1981: 130.

118 Peltenburg 1999: 433; Pollock 2003: 26-27. The idea that
the pottery equipment of a grave could be related to a fu-
nerary meal is found, as far as Mesopotamia is concerned,
already in Wright 1969: 83 and is resumed by Forest 1983:
136 who points to a correlation between the large number
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have taken place at least before the final closing of the
grave. However, other explanations for the presence of
this equipment, e.g. provisions for the afterlife!" or for
the journey to the netherworld,'® can also be offered
and unfortunately there is no way to bring this mat-
ter to an agreement in any conclusive way: the mere
presence of organic materials within the containers
does not apparently contradict any hypotheses. And
in fact, it is even possible that more than one of these
scenarios are behind the formation of this material
assemblage.'?!

It is however clear that food and drink are in some
way connected to death: the, not too frequent, occur-
rence of a drinking vessel next to the hands of a skel-
eton or at the height of the mouth'??> would seem to
indicate that the dead was actually imagined as taking

of vessels for the participants of the funeral and high status
of the dead person. On this matter see also Bachelot 1992:
55; Cohen 2005: 88-92, on the evidence of the Ur Royal
Cemetery. It is possible that vessels used in the context of
a funerary feast could not return to everyday life and they
were in this way ‘buried’, therefore dismissed, as much as
objects used in cultic occasion (see Garfinkel 1994). For a
recent discussion of the issue see Schwartz 2007: 49.

119 At least as far as Mesopotamian sources are concerned, the
Netherworld is believed a place of dismay, with no water to
drink nor proper food to eat: Bottéro 1987: 69, 73; accord-
ing to Joannes 2005: 76-77 this view becomes prevailing
only from the end of the second millennium onwards, while
in earlier times the Netherworld is conceived in a less pes-
simistic way (see also Scurlock 1995: 1887). No description
is however found in the Mari texts.

120 See for example Bottéro 1980: 37; Scurlock 1995: 1884,
“travel provisions”. Katz 2007: 171 reckons both options
possible: “things that the deceased needed for his journey
and survival in the world of the dead”.
Some attempts have been made by scholars to clarify the
question, especially on account of the disposition of the
vessels within the grave. Postgate 1980: 77, for example,
subdividing grave goods according to their function, dis-
tinguishes between “food and drink and their containers
(for own consumption)” and “food and drink and their con-
tainers (for the consumption of others)”. On the same line
Meyer 2000: 29-30: “[...] die Gebrauchskeramik, die in der
Grabkammer bzw. auBBerhalb der Sarkophage abgelegt wur-
den, mit Durchfiihrung eines Festes [...] verbunden werden
und damit als Beigaben angesehen werden. Auch Gefifle,
die zur Durchfiihrung der verschiedenen Opfer fiir die To-
ten gehort haben, sind eher weiter entfernt von der eigent-
lichen Grablege — eventuell sogar in der Verfiillung — zu
erwarten und gehoren ebenfalls zu den Beigaben. Davon zu
trennen sind die KeramikgeféBe, die sich — z. T. mit Inhal-
ten - in unmittelbarer Ndhe der eigentlichen Grablege oder
im Sarkophag befunden haben. Sie sind entweder als per-
sonlicher Besitz des Toten anzusehen, dann wiirde es sich,
wie von der Fundlage zu erwarten, um Mitgaben handeln,
oder sie haben als Behilter fiir Nahrung bzw. als Geschirr
gedient, dann gehdren sie nach der hier verwendeten Defi-
nition zu den Beigaben”.

122 E.g. Mari, tomb 403, MB I: Jean-Marie 1999: 141. For an
Early Bronze attestation see grave 83 at Shiyukh Tahtani
(Sconzo 2006, 345: pls. 1, 3, 17, 19: conical beaker plus
footed painted chalice).
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part into a banquet,'?* either the very one at the time of
the funeral and/or prospective ones in his/her afterlife.
The emphasis on one single person as main subject in
the few representations of banquets we have on objects
from tombs would seem to support this view, although
we lack the exact definition and meaning of this act.!?*

Food offerings in the form of parts of edible animals
are attested in graves at a number of sites. At Mari,
the data resulting from M. Jean-Marie’s survey gives
a figure of 16 graves containing food for the third mil-
lennium (all but one from the Sakkanakku period) and
just two for the second.'” In most cases we are dealing
with shoulder or lower limbs pieces of caprovines and
cattle, although horns and jaws are also represented.'2¢

At Baghouz, meat portions, including camel, have
been found only in eleven out of over 300 graves,
in some cases still placed on a table, which, as seen
above, is found solely in the most imposing structures
of the cemetery.'?” Tt is also to note the frequent asso-
ciation here with jars possibly containing beer, as sug-
gested by the retrieval of metal strainers within some
of them.'?® Just as a term of comparison, the study of E.

123 A similar suggestion has been made by Cohen 2005: 90 for
the Royal Cemetery of Ur and other ED funerary contexts,
on the basis also of the glyptic evidence found in them.

124 Most of the existing funerary banqueting scenes are first
millennium in date and clearly related to a posthumous
cult, as suggested also by the perspicuous setting of the
monuments: Bonatz 2001. Location is obviously a crucial
factor to understand the meaning of similar representations
and the few coming from tombs may refer primarily to the
ceremony which took place at the time of funeral. For one
example of this period, see the so-called talisman from the
Lord of the Goats tomb of Ebla: Matthiae 1995: 505, no 470;
see also Pinnock 1994: 21-22. Though a much less elaborate
and precious object, it is also worth recalling a seal in frit
from one of the Baghouz tombs with a banqueting scene, in
which a single figure is depicted seated while drinking with
a tube from a jar (tomb Z 286: du Mesnil du Buisson 1948:
62, pl. 57; metal tubes have indeed been found in some of
the jars in the cemetery, see below).

125 Jean-Marie 1997: 694-695; see also Jean-Marie 1999: 33,
Middle Bronze I. For graves excavated after 1993 (and
therefore not included in the latter publication) see Mar-
gueron 2007a: 31, T-1; Margueron 2007b: 50, T-7 (bird’s
bones), both third millennium in date. Cordy — Léon — Tun-
ca 2009: 66, n. 17 suggest caution in considering the data
from Mari since in ten cases the food remains were found
out of the grave itself: however it has to be noticed that,
apart from one instance, which is a pit burial, all others are
burial either in jar or in a clay coffin and in these cases often
not only the animal offerings but also the other grave goods
are placed not within the containers but next to them in the
corresponding pit (see for example the case of tomb 940:
Jean-Marie 1999: pl. 182 or here fig. 9).

126 Jean-Marie 1999: 23 explains the latter as “des offrandes
plus symboliques”.

127 E.g. tomb Z 122: du Mesnil du Buisson 1948: 38, pls. 50-51.

128 Ibid.: 38-39, 51-52. All these would constitute “le repas fu-
néraire”: ibid.: 39; also Gates 1988: 71 and Hrouda 1990:
103, n. 3 (“daB zu dem Bestattungsritual auch ein Sympo-
sion gehorte, wie auf zahlreichen altorientalischen Darstel-
lungen abgebildet”). See Horwitz 2001: esp. 88-89, on data
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Vila on the animal remains in twelve of the graves
of the Early Bronze cemetery of Abu-Hamed, men-
tioned above, has shown that generally goats are
attested, with a sort of standardization in the selec-
tion and preparation of the parts; according to the
scholar, the pieces were most probably cooked and
represent selected parts of what was the entry of a
communal meal either at the time of the interment or
immediately after.'?

Food remains have also been recorded in Middle
Bronze graves at Terqa'*® and Shiyukh Tahtani'*!:
although no detailed studies are as yet available, it
is clear that, at least at the latter site, the practice is
widely attested in all children and sub-adults burials
but not in those of babies and entails a clear sepa-
ration between discrete animal bones and human
remains within the grave.'*

On the whole, the phenomenon of meat portions
appears not very widespread in the sample under
consideration: it is for example worth noticing that at
Tell Bi‘a animal bones are not attested in any burial
of the Grabgruppen 7-11, ascribable to the period of
our interest.!** The limited number of graves may be
explained by considering this kind of offering more
or less exclusive of high status burials which are in
fact little represented in the sample,'** although a
possible connection with different factors such as
age should not be discounted.

5 Gifts exchange

The funeral, especially that of a highly placed per-
son, was also the occasion for receiving gifts: an Old
Babylonian text from Tell Asmar a generic weapon
(kakkum) is specifically asked for as a ‘fine present’
for a funeral.’®® Weapons when found in a grave are
generally considered a good hint for an attribution
of the occupant to the male gender even in absence

from Middle Bronze graves of the Southern Levant.

129 Vila 2005: 344-345, 349.

130 Rouault 2005: 58.

131 Sconzo 2007: 298 and fig. 7, tomb 54; Falsone — Sconzo
2012: 171-172.

132 Ibid.: 171, according to which these are not edible parts.

133 1 follow here I. Bésze‘s reconstruction as synthesized
in Bésze 2009: 61, pl. 2. It has to be said that only one
grave in the whole corpus of Tell Bi‘a, grave 25/48:5, of
the Grabgruppe 6 (Late Early Bronze Age), has animal
bones associated with it: Strommenger — Kohlmeyer
1998: 42.

134 For a similar conclusion as to Mari see Jean-Marie 1990:
700; Jean-Marie 1999: 23.

135 Whiting 1987: 60, no. 15, lines 6’-8’. The Akkadian term
used is §ibultum which is the gift “sent”, the diplomatic
gift, reserved to very high status foreign individuals, as
it is clear not only from the Mari texts but also from the
Amarna correspondence: Lafont 2001: 310; Zaccagnini
1973: 201-202. For a similar practice in third millennium
Syria see the Ebla evidence in Biga 2007/2008: 251.

of clear anthropological data.!3¢ In addition, as usually
showing up in rather wealthy graves, they are also taken
as an indication of high social status in general.’” The
topic is too far-fetching to be discussed in much detail
here: we can just recall the large debate over the phe-
nomenon indicated in the literature as ‘warrior burials’,
i.e. burials characterized by the presence of weapons,
generally axes, spears and/or daggers and found over
a wide area in the Near East (Levant, Inner Syria,
Mesopotamia) during the late Early Bronze and Mid-
dle Bronze periods.'*® However, one aspect to stress
is that the textual evidence just quoted above as well
as some from Mari, as we shall see below, does indi-
cate that weapons may also represent honorific gifts to
male individuals playing leading roles within society,
being thus a material acknowledgement of their status
(and not a personal belonging) which appears particu-
larly important in a context which was also the venue
for confirming or reshaping leaderships.'® This adds
a symbolic value to their presence within the tomb
which is not a secondary one.'** We know for instance
that a weapon in silver with golden parts is given ana
kimabhim of the king of Aleppo Yarim-Lim, father-in-
law of Zimri-Lim.'"! The object, previously interpreted
as a mace,'”? has been now tentatively identified as a
fenestrated axe.'*® This type of weapon is frequently
encountered in funerary contexts in this period (e.g.
Baghouz)'* (figures 13, 14) and becomes common in

136 For example Pollock 1991: 373 on the Royal Cemetery of
Ur, but see contra Montero Fenollos 1999/2000: 419 and n.
64.

137 See for example ibid.: esp. 418-419.

138 Philip 1995 (with reference to earlier literature). The impor-
tant study by Rehm 2003 chooses the more neutral defini-
tion of “Waffengriber”, thus avoiding the confusing label
“warrior” of the most frequently encountered definition.
On the question see also Gernez 2008: 657.

139 In this respect it is enlightening the case of the funeral of
the king of the land of Apum, Turum-Natki, which is also
the occasion for establishing his heir on the throne at the
presence of all the kings gathered for the occasion: Charpin
1987: 136, n. 37, B. 103 [A.2821]; Charpin — Ziegler 2003:
200, n. 261.

140 It is difficult to identify within burial inventories gifts
clearly coming from abroad which were probably the most
coveted ones. An exception is represented by the mace with
Egyptian hieroglyphs found in the Lord of the Goats tomb
at Ebla: Scandone Matthiae 1979; 1995: 464-465, nos 383-
384 (see however Ryholt 1998 for a new proposal of reading
of the inscription).

141 8ka-ta-pu. On this weapon see Durand 1983: 342-343.

142 Tbid.: 343.

143 Durand 1998: 392; 2002: 114, “hache ansée”. More cau-
tious Charpin 2008: 78: “Quelle que soit la nature exacte de
'arme-katappum, on ne peut s’empécher de conclure que le
présent des Mariotes avait une valeur symbolique précise,
puisque cette arme était liée de pres a I’exercice du pouvoir
royal”.

144 Du Mesnil du Buisson 1948: 36, pls. 48: 2, 60. See also,
more to the west, the occurrence in the roughly contem-
porary Yabrud cemetery: Abu Assaf 1967: 57, pl. I: 1. Fe-
nestrated axes are fully discussed in Gernez 2008: 189-202
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Figure 13: General plan and detail of tomb Z 121 of
Baghouz cemetery (after du Mesnil du Buisson 1948: pl.
XLVIII).

20 cm

Figure 14: Drawing of fenestrated axe from tomb Z 95,
Baghouz (after Gernez 2006: fig. 2: b).

Syria and Palestine at the beginning of Middle Bronze
II, though remaining less frequent than spears and
daggers in funerary contexts.'* N

In a second text, another type of weapon, 8%illuru
(tilpanm), is given ana kimabbim of a certain Yabinum,
most likely a notable of a small town next to Mari,
Humsan.'*® This weapon has been identified as a com-
posite bow,'*” which is attested as gift in non-funerary
occasions too, especially in tribal contexts.!*® Unfortu-
nately no actual specimen of the latter has so far been
detected in the archaeological record, possibly due to

(type H4).

145 Philip 1995: 142-143, 146. Spears and daggers are not men-
tioned in the texts ana kimabhim published so far.

146 ARM XXI 329, I: 21; Lerouxel 2002: 439.

147 Durand 1983: 336-340, esp. 337; Durand 1998: 390-391,
Groneberg 1987.

148 E.g. ARM XXI 375, I: 10°. See also Durand 1983: 399.

the organic nature of its components, but in this case
textual evidence may obviate to this shortcoming.'*

6 Secondary burials, royal hypogea and
tumuli

Recently the question of secondary burials has been
raised in the literature by a number of scholars as to
the area we are concerned with."® The archaeolo-
gists working at Tell Banat, in the Tishreen Dam area,
Ann Porter in particular, has postulated the existence
of protracted funerary rites at the Early Bronze site
on the basis of the evidence recovered from a vari-
ety of both intra- and extra-mural grave structures,
culminating in the White Monument, i.e. an artifi-
cial, imposing mound, close to the settlement, where
selected human bones and other objects were finally
redeposited.’”! According to Porter’s reconstruction,
not all corpses underwent the same treatment, but
only those of individuals chosen to become ances-
tors, as well known from a number of ethnographic
parallels, and that would explain why not all burials at
Banat were similarly displaced.!*? No other site has so
far offered the possibility to investigate the matter in
a similar articulated way but evidence for secondary
burials does apparently randomly pop up at sites also
in the time-frame under examination and therefore it is
worthy pursuing the issue more in details. A study by
C. Frank, well acquainted with the domain of archae-
oanthropology as well as with R. Hertz’s arguments on
the ideological issues related to secondary burials, has
tapped the topic by taking into consideration four spe-
cific situations in bones preservation and disposition at
the site of Terqa (and few others) which can reasonably
be referred to the practice of secondary interments:'>
burials with incomplete skeletons,'> burials placed in

149 Arrow heads have been found at Mari in the chamber tombs
241-242 (Early Dynastic) and in the pit burial T. 1063
(Sakkanakku period): Jean-Marie 1999: 129, 191, pls. 41,
229: 6-7. It can be also mentioned the presence of a bronze
part of a quiver in the Grabbau 6 at Tell Bi’a: Strommenger
— Kohlmeyer 1998: 73-74, pl. 163: 5-6, burial 23/46:3 (for a
possible reconstruction of the bow see Bdsze 2009: 29, pl.
32:2).

150 On the contrary, secondary burials have been long dis-

cussed in Levantine studies, especially in association to

dolmen architecture: inter alia Zohar 1992: 54; Bienova

2005; Polcaro 2006: 283-289. For the question of ‘dual ob-

sequies’ in Cyprus see Keswani 2004: 32, 34, 44-49, 152.

Porter 2002a: 10-24. See also Wilhelm 2006. Secondary

burials have also been found within the Early Bronze tombs

at Umm el-Marra: Schwartz 2007: 41.

152 Children were eligible too: Porter 2002a: 8-10.

153 Frank 2005: 64-67.

154 Ibid.: 64-65, figs. 3-4 (Terqa, TQ23Fe361, phase 1.1, sec-
ond millennium). To the evidence listed by the author we
can also add the secondary burial dated to the Akkadian
period found in a pit grave dug within a large wall at Ha-
buba Kabira (T13: Heinrich et al. 1970: 42-43, figs. 9, 12);
the incomplete remains of multiple individuals within the
large cairns dug by a Japanese expedition on the northwest-

15
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containers of which the size of the opening appears too
small for the insertion of a fully articulated body (and
the state of preservation of the skeleton is accordingly
incomplete),'> erratic bones and skeleton parts still in
connexion. By considering all these cases, the scholar
has shown the relatively high frequency of the practice
of secondary burials at the site and drawn interesting
correlations between type of graves and mode of depo-
sition as well as location, in the same line of thought
as Porter’s.!®

Indeed the possibility that the pattern just described
above is much more widespread than thought is sug-
gested by the popularity of jar burials in the Middle
Bronze period, not only for children but also for adults,
as seen above.'"”” Unfortunately, the data on skeletal
remains from these contexts which should shed light
on this matter are often insufficient or even lacking
in the publications: however, it is to be noticed that
a description of poorly preserved bones is frequently
encountered which would seem in accord with a sec-
ondary burial scenario, as seen above.'*® A clear exam-

ern flank of the Gebel Bishri (Fujii — Adachi 2010: 66, 73;
Nakano — Ishida 2010: 105). Frank includes also the cases of
the remains of previous inhumations piled along the sides
of collective graves, where possibly practical, more than
ideological, reasons could be at stake, as for example the
need for additional space within the tomb: ibid.: 65 n. 26.
See however Duday — Sellier 1990: 13 which consider the
secondary burial, the collection of bones of an individual
in the same place where initially buried and the intentional
removal of certain bones as different practices; similarly
Wilhelm 2006: 361 makes a distinction between second-
ary burials according to the mode of selection of the bones,
either positive (i.e. “bones specifically chosen for deposi-
tion”) and negative (“bones left after positive selection was
made”). On similar practices in relation to Early Bronze
intramural tombs see Laneri 1999: 226.

155 Frank 2005: 64. Similar observations are also found in Bar-
relet 1980: 5; Carter — Parker 1995: 106; Meijer 2003: 60.
When needed, the problem was solved by cutting the vessel
or using a broken one or enlarging its mouth on purpose
(see for example Valentini 2003: 279 on Tell Barri evi-
dence); otherwise, the dead was not placed inside a vessel
but simply covered by a large portion of one or by sherds:
Kaschau 1999: 158, fig. 68, Grab 196.

156 Frank 2005: 67-71.

157 See also Meijer 2003: 60 which concentrates on the case
of children secondary interments in pots underneath house
floors at Middle Bronze Hammam et-Turkman.

158 If it is difficult to recognize secondary burials in the field,
as clearly exposed by Leclerc 1990: 16, even more so in the
bone descriptions provided in the literature. However, the
frequency of the description ‘squelette affaissé’ for the Mari
burials is worth noticing; Jean-Marie 1999: 77, observes
that only when the vessel is placed in a horizontal position
“la position des corps est déterminable”. Of course, more
data would be needed to prove beyond doubt the occurrence
of a similar practice in all these dubious cases (and further
ones: a longer list is to be found in Felli forthcoming): since
re-examination of the skeletal remains appears difficult, it
is only to hope that new excavations may provide additional
evidence. Things get more certain in those cases in which
the vessel contains the bones of more than one individual:
for an example from Terqa see Frank 2005: 65.

Figure 15: Plan of grave F 167, area S, Tell Ahmar (after
Roobaert 1998: fig. 2).

ple of a secondary deposition in a jar burial is found
in area S on the acropolis at Tell Ahmar: grave goods
included drinking vessels and a cylinder seal, unin-
scribed, but belonging to a specific type in use by royal
officials in the area of Carchemish in Middle Bronze II
(figure 15).1°

In relation to this, one can recall the case of tomb
760 in the chantier B at Mari, a burial in a large jar
accompanied by a rather significant array of objects
including a seal inscribed with the name of a son of the
Sakkanakku 1ddin-ilum: the burial, primary at least as
far as no different indication is found in the publica-
tion, is located just few metres away from an impos-
ing structure built with baked bricks (tomb 755) found
completely empty (figure 16).'° It is tempting to see a
relation between the two structures.

It is important at this point to consider the distri-
bution pattern of jar/pithos burials within sites: they
often gather around more imposing tombs and the phe-
nomenon is usually explained in the terms of ‘satel-
lite tombs’, i.e. graves (not exclusively in containers)
attracted by the very presence of what we interpret as

159 Otto 1998; see also Roobaert 1998 for a description of the
burial and Jamieson 1998 for an analysis of the pottery. It is
important to say that the attribution of the human remains
to an adult is probable but not certain: Roobaert 1998: 98-
99 (see Dugay 2005: 43 which refers to it as a child burial).
Other burials were also found in the same area, but no clear
account has been so far given: Jamieson 2005: 81.

160 Margueron 1983: 16, fig. 4 and pl. V; Beyer 1985: 183, fig.
B; Jean-Marie 1999: 168-169, pls. 93, 137-138: 4-7, 9. On
the seal see also Otto 2007: 412-414, fig. 2, who suggests
a dating to the 19" century for the Sakkanakku (ibid.: fig.
13). No detail on the age of the buried person is given in the
preliminary report (Margueron 1983: 16 “un corps en posi-
tion repliée sur le c6té”), whereas in Jean-Marie 1999: 168
it is said to be a child.
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Figure 16: Plan of Chantier B, Mari, showing location of
tombs 755 and 760 (after Jean-Marie 1999: pl. 93).

the burial of an important person or family group.'s!
A different interpretation was however given by L.
Woolley of what he called ‘subsidiary burials’ —mainly
under clay coffins and more rarely in vessels — found

161 Peltenburg 1999: 433, on the cluster of graves around tomb
T.302 at Jerablus Tahtani, with reference to further, more
or less contemporary, cases (Tell Ahmar; Gedikli; Oylum);
Dugay 2005: 43-44, on the children burials next to the Hy-
pogaeum of Tell Ahmar. ‘Satellite burials’ are also attested
at the end of the third millennium at the site of Gre Virike:
Okse 2007b: 549-550. At the cemetery of Baghouz, small
pit graves are found next to some dolmenic ones: it is this
the case of tombs 1, 2, 3, 4, 10 next to tombs 200, 210: du
Mesnil du Buisson 1948: 31 (noticing that the dimensions
allow only the deposition of a flexed body of a child), 63-64.

close to the family vault in the second millennium
houses at Ur: they would have been used to accommo-
date those family members who could not find place
within the main tomb, either because already full or
because the new interment was too close in time to
the previous one.'®> Working on this hypothesis and
on Bloch’s study of Merina funerary customs, S. Val-
entini has suggested that these satellite burials, which
are also found at the site of Tell Barri, in northeastern
Syria, could have only temporarily received corpses
which were then bound to be buried in the main tomb'®3
or, less frequently, housed skeletal remains removed
from it to make some room for a new burial.!** If this
hypothesis will prove to be correct, it would explain
why, in this category, i.e. ‘satellite burials’, we find
both pithos or pit burials with secondary interments,
(i.e. the repositories where people originally placed
in any of the hypogea were moved to) and pithos or
pit burials with primary interments, (i.e. temporary
locations for corpses waiting to be placed there)'®®
and, in addition, why these graves display often quite
rich funerary equipments, apparently contrasting the
‘poor’ type of structure.!

It is difficult to ascertain whether tomb 760 at Mari
is a ‘temporary burial’ of the kind just described or a
true ‘satellite burial’.!’ Tt is however to observe that
most of the very late third and second millennium,
intra-muros, chamber-tombs, including the palatial
hypogea mentioned above, preserve only very sparse
evidence of skeletal remains and no clear pattern of
successive burials, such as that found in the earlier

162 Woolley — Mallowan 1976: 33; see also Galli — Valentini
2006: 58.

163 Valentini 2001: 84; 2003: 287, n. 53.

164 Ibid.: 281, in the case of the pit grave 574 at Tell Barri, ap-
parently containing a secondary burial (for descriptions see
ibid.: 274, n. 12).

165 A similar pattern is not visible at Banat and this may differ-
entiate third and second millennium pratices, but the whole
reconstruction is too uncertain that it is wiser not to draw
any conclusion.

166 This contrast can be appreciated also in a pit burial found
recently at Mari, belonging to the so-called Ville II, i.e.
third millennium in date, which contained the remains of a
girl within what is described as a sack (although no indica-
tion is given of a secondary burial) and a very rich array of
grave goods: Butterlin 2007a: 11, fig. 9. The use of pithos
and pit graves for both primary and secondary interments
is also attested in Early and Middle Bronze Age Cyprus:
Keswani 2004: 44-45.

167 Of course the possibility of no connection at all with the
main tomb should also be taken into account. In relation to
the issue under discussion is to recall the cluster of graves
found in the debris on top of the floor of room I in the Palais
Oriental at Mari, under which one of the Hypogea was lo-
cated and which should be slightly later in date: Beyer 1983:
56-57; Margueron 1984: 208. A similar case is represented
by the group of double jar graves at Terqa on top of the sec-
ond millennium Hypogaeum in the chantier F, which was
found partially destroyed and almost completely empty,
with the exception of a skull and a gold bead: Rouault 2005:
59.
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Figure 17: Plan of tomb IX Q 50 SE T6 found below
room I floor in the Palais Oriental, Mari (after Margueron
1984: fig. 2).

family vaults in the region and in contemporary Meso-
potamian sites.'®®. Explaining this with the chance of
discovery may be too simplistic: even thinking that
they could not accommodate more than one person at
the time and therefore needed to be emptied every time
an interment had to take place, it is still to be explained
why they were all found almost empty. The most fre-
quently encountered reason for that in the literature is
that they have been pillaged, maybe already in antiq-
uity: and indeed we also have textual evidence from
Mari related to depredations of this kind on behalf of
Samsi-Adad at the time of the city conquest.'® Though
not discounting this phenomenon, at least in the case
of the tomb under room I of the Palais Oriental at Mari
(figure 17), a number of elements indicates that the
structure has been opened up primarily by people who
took then pain to accomplish a careful closure, even
replastering the floor above;'”* on the other hand, the
lack of human bones thereof and the scrappy remains
of the funerary equipment would indicate that, if
interments did ever find place there, they have been
removed afterwards.'”!

168 E.g. Ur: Woolley — Mallowan 1976: 34, pl. 48: c. Few excep-
tions are found in the northern stretch of the valley: see n.
99 above.

169 The tomb in question is that of the king Yahdun-Lim:
Charpin 2008: 78-79; Jacquet in the present volume.

170 Margueron 1984: 207-208; 2004: 356. For the tomb under
the throne-room in the same palace, Margueron recon-
structs four successive openings during its use-time, al-
though acknowledging later pillaging: Margueron 1990:
414; see also 2004: 360 on the issue of depredation.

171 For a similar hypothesis as to some empty graves of Tell
Banat see Porter 2002a: 21; 2002b: 165. The case of the
Gruft underneath Palace A room Q at Bi‘a, found equally
empty, seems different because the two-rooms structure
apparently was never finished nor used as a tomb: Einwag
1993: 47-48; Miglus — Strommenger 2007: 10, 59. It is to
recall however that a large number of both primary and sec-
ondary burials, which have been ascribed to a mass grave
as indicated above, was found in a large pit on top of this
structure: Strommenger 1991: 13-15.

Figure 18: Section through staircase and subterranean
room 17, palace of level VII, Alalakh (after Woolley 1955:
fig. 36).

On this matter the evidence from the hypogaeum in
the Alalakh VII palace appears intriguing and sugges-
tive: here the remains of four individuals, including a
child, had been found arranged in a wooden container,
apparently moved in from, according to Woolley, or
alternatively, bound to be transferred elsewhere (figure
18).172

One way or the other, this again seems to support
the idea of ‘provisional’ graves, where primary inter-
ments are placed, and ‘ultimate’ burials, where the
whole or, more frequently, a selection of bones are
finally accomodated. The modalities of as well as the
reasons for that are certainly matters for further inves-
tigation: if ‘re-burial’ implied bone translation after
the period of flesh decay (and not much later) and had
behind a concept of transitional instead of punctual
death, as found in anthropological studies in relation
to a number of different study-cases,'” is possible but
difficult to prove in absence of further data and at the
present state of knowledge on any concept of death at
this time.'™

Be that as it may, what described above would indi-
cate that the phenomenon of secondary burials does
occur both in the Early and in the Middle Bronze
period: of course more data and larger samples from
individual sites would be required in order to have a
better understanding of it. Had this proved to be cor-
rect, we could have here a possible response to our
concern that burial data do not meet demographic
expectations, graves being always too few in com-
parison with statistics on ancient population per set-
tlement.

172 Woolley 1955: 96-97, tab. 21: b. According to the scholar
the room was never roofed in and it could have been a sort
of very elaborate foundation sacrifice and not a grave: ibid.:
97, n. 3. However I am more inclined to think with R. Moo-
rey, that “identification [...] as a tomb, it remains the most
likely function, both in view of its form and its contents™:
Moorey 1984: 16; see also Adler 1994: 145, n. 58).

173 The phenomenon has been well elucidated for the first time
by Hertz 1905/1906.

174 Valentini 2003: 279, n. 32 is in favour of the more prosaic
explanation of the need of space. See also Frank 2005: 26:
“le secteur d’inhumations choisies ont été en faveur durant
un laps de temps suffisamment long pour entrainer, a un
moment donné, un besoin de réaménagement de 1’endroit”.
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Figure 19: Tell Medkuk, view from the East (author’s
photo).

One wonders also how unique the case of the White
Monument mentioned above is to be considered: a
scatter of similarly artificial mounds are found in the
Euphrates valley all along the river at least down to
the Haditha region in Iraq, some of which at least
dating to the second millennium;'” apart from clear
funerary tumuli covering graves (Baghouz, ‘Usiyeh,
Shuweimiyeh),'”® in many cases the relation to buri-
als stricto sensu appears less obvious but possible (fig-
ure 19),'”7 not only on the basis of the parallel of Tell
Banat but also of the references in the Mari texts to
a monument called pumusum, apparently made as a
heap of stones and wood, which functions as a memo-
rial mark in the landscape and, in one case at least,
has a funerary significance.””® Their raison-d’étre
in relation to the specific structure of the society in
the region, especially to its mobile components, has
already been discussed at length by others and will not
be reproduced here:'” in this context I would only like
to stress that the importance of similar landmarks in
the regional landscape is another evident trait of conti-

175 Geyer — Monchambert 2003: 163, 165 (on the question of
the datings here suggested see however the criticisms ex-
pressed by Butterlin 2007b: 242 on the basis of the data
from Mari). For a selected list including also tumuli outside
the Euphrates valley see Porter 2002a: 23 n. 31.

176 Du Mesnil du Buisson 1948; Kepinski 2006: 88-90; Oguchi
— Oguchi 2006.

177 Geyer — Monchambert 2003: 162 for a list of mounds which
could be funerary in kind: among these, the site of Tell
Medkuk (figure 19), very close to Mari, of which the inves-
tigation has recently started on behalf of the équipe of Mari:
Butterlin 2007a: 12; 2007c (for a possible religious signifi-
cance of the monument in relation to the high terraces of the
town).

178 Durand 2005. For a possible correspondence to the Akka-
dian biratum/beritum see Marti 2005: 191. Durand has re-
cently raised the possibility of the existence of a humusum
of the king Yahdun-Lim at Terqa or nearby: Durand 2008:
610.

179 See most recently Kepinski 2006.

nuity between third and second millennium, although
the phenomenon goes even beyond these chronologi-
cal limits, reaching out, across the centuries, the Late
Roman time, as shown by the large tumuli at Anab-As-
Safinah, in the Tabqa region, and in the surrounding
area.'s

7 Concluding remarks

In sum, the evidence gathered is evidently patchy and
insufficient to reproduce a clear picture of what funer-
ary practices in the period and area under examination
were about and, from an archaeological point of view,
the question remains somehow more obscure if com-
pared with the Early Bronze period. Certainly it is too
early for a synthesis and there is still need for further
data and micro-scale analyses which may help in refin-
ing local, sub-regional and regional characterizations,
especially in relation to macro-history, i.e. the emer-
gence of Amorites. Nonetheless, the diachronic per-
spective does make possible to appreciate a few trends
and patterns which clearly either make closer or differ-
entiates the two periods; furthermore, the possibility
of a fruitful interplay with second millennium written
sources from the area does help in reconstructing at
least some aspects of the whole picture and may also
shed some light retrospectively on the previous period.
Obviously many are the dark areas and the queries left
without an answer: hopefully some clarity will come
from the full publication of the results of excavations
already completed and from the continuing investiga-
tion of both old and new sites.

References

Abrahami, P. 2005
Pratiques et rites funéraires en Mésopotamie
d’aprés les sources textuelles, in: L. Bachelot —
A. Tenu (eds.), Entre mondes orientaux et clas-
siques: l'incinération dans les cultures syro-ana-
toliennes, Colloque international de Nanterre
26-28 février 2004, Ktema 30, 87-98.

Abu Assaf, A. 1967
Der Friedhof von Yabrud, Annales Archéologiques
Arabes Syriennes 17, 55-68.

Adler, W. 1994
Kamid el-Loz 11. Das ‘Schatzhaus’ im Palastbe-
reich. Die Befunde des Konigsgrabes, Bonn.

Al-Magqdissi, M. 2010
Notes d‘Archéologie Levantine XXIII. Tomb from
Middle Bronze Age II from Tell Ghanem el Ali
(Preliminary Report), Al-Rafidan 31, 91-95.

180 Bounni 1979: 57-61; 1980.



Funerary Practices from the End of the Early to the Middle Bronze Age in Northwestern Syria 99

Alster, B. 1983
The Mythology of Mourning, Acta Sumerologica
5, 1-16.

Archi, A. 1996
Chronologie relative des archives d’Ebla, in: J.-M.
Durand (ed.), Amurru 1. Mari, Ebla et les Hour-
rites. Dix ans de travaux, premiére partie, Actes du
colloque international, Paris, 11-28.

Archi, A. 1999
Clothes in Ebla, in: Y. Avishur — R. Deutsch (eds.)
Michael. Historical, Epigraphical and Biblical
Studies in Honor of Prof. Michael Heltzer, Tel
Aviv/Jaffa, Archaeological Center Publications,
45-54.

Archi, A. 2002
Jewels for the Ladies of Ebla, ZA 92, 161-192.

Archi, A. 2008
The Soul has to Leave the Land of the Living,
Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions 7 (2),
169-195.

Bachelot, L. 1992
Iconographie et pratiques funéraires en Mésopota-
mie au troisiéme millénaire av. J.-C., in: D. Char-
pin — F. Joannés (eds.), La circulation des biens,
des personnes et des idées dans le Proche-Orient
ancien, Paris, 53-67.

Bachelot, L. 2003
Nourrir les morts, DossAParis 280, 82-86.

Barrelet, M.-T. 1980
Les pratiques funéraires de 1’Iraq ancien et I’ar-
chéologie: état de la question et essai de prospec-
tive, Akkadica 16, 2-25.

Barrett, C. 2007
Was Dust their Food and Clay their Bread? Grave
Goods, the Mesopotamian Afterlife, and the Limi-
nal Role of Inanna/Ishtar, Journal of Ancient Near
Eastern Religions 7 (1), 7-65.

Beyer, D. 1983
Stratigraphie de Mari: remarques préliminaires sur
les premiéres couches du sondage stratigraphique
(chantier A), MARI 2, Paris, 37-60.

Beyer, D. 1985
Nouveaux documents iconographique de I’époque
des Shakkanakku de Mari, MARI 4, 173-189.

Biga, M. G. 2007/2008

Buried among the Living at Ebla? Funerary Prac-
tices and Rites in a XXIV Century BC Syrian
Kingdom, in: G. Bartoloni — M. G. Benedettini
(eds.), Sepolti tra i vivi: Buried among the living.
Evidenza e interpretazione di contesti funerari in
abitato, Atti del convegno internazionale, Roma
26-29 aprile 2006, Scienze dell’antichita storia ar-
cheologia antropologia 14 (1), 249-275.

Bienkowski, P. 1982
Some Remarks on the Practice of Cremation in the
Levant, Levant 14, 80-89.

Black, J. A. — George, A. — Postgate, N. (eds.) 2000
A Concise Dictionary of Akkadian, SANTAG 5,
Wiesbaden.

Bonatz, D. 2000
Ikonographische Zeugnisse im sepulkralen Kon-
text, AoF 27, 88-105.

Bonatz, D. 2001
11 banchetto funerario. Tradizione e innovazione di
un soggetto sociale nella Siria-Anatolia dal bronzo
antico all’eta del Ferro, Egitto e Vicino Oriente 24,
159-174.

Bonatz, D. — Novak, M. — Oettel, A. 2000
Totenritual und Jenseitskonzeptionen. Methodi-
sche Ansitze zur Analyse von Grabbefunden. 1.
Interdiszplindrer Workshop, abgehalten am Sams-
tag, den 21. und Sonntag, den 22. Mirz 1998, AoF
27 (1), 3-5.

Bottéro, J. 1980
La mythologie de la mort en Mésopotamie an-
cienne, in: B. Alster (ed.), Death in Mesopotamia.
Papers Read at the XXVI® Rencontre assyriolo-
gique internationale, Mesopotamia 8, Copenha-
gen, 25-52.

Bottéro, J. 1987
La mitologia della morte nell’antica Mesopotamia,
in : P. Xella (ed.), Archeologia dell’Inferno. L’Al-
dila nel mondo antico vicino-orientale e classico,
Verona, 49-83.

Bounni, A. 1979

Preliminary Report on the Archaeological Ex-
cavations at Tell al-<Abd and ¢Anab al-Safinah
(Euphrates) 1971-72, in: D. N. Freedman (ed.), Ar-
chaeological Reports from the Tabga Dam Project
Euphrates Valley, Syria, Annual of the American
Schools of Oriental Research 44, Cambridge, MA,
49-61.

Bounni, A. 1980
Les tombes a tumuli du moyen Euphrate, in: J.
C. Margueron (ed.), Le moyen Euphrate. Zone
de contacts et d’échanges, Actes du Colloque de
Strasbourg, 10-12 mars 1977, Strasbourg, 315-325.

Bésze, 1. 2009
Analysis of the Early Bronze Age Graves in Tell
Bi’a (Syria), BAR IS 1995, Oxford.

Bienova, K. 2005
Secondary Burial in Ancient Israel, Archiv Orien-
talni 73.1, 1-12.

Buia, D. 1993
Historical Implications Derived from a Descriptive
Study of the Excavated Structures and Ceramics of



100 Candida Felli

a Second Millennium BC Near Eastern Site, An-
cient Terqa, Ann Arbor.

Bunnens, G. 2003
Tell Ahmar/Til Barsip: The Fourteenth and Fif-
teenth Seasons (2001-2002), Orient-Express 2,
40-43.

Butterlin, P. 2007a
Les nouvelles recherches archéologiques fran-
caises @ Mari, un premier bilan (2005-2006),
Orient-Express 1/2, 5-13.

Butterlin, P. 2007b

Mari, les Sakkanakku et la crise de la fin du troi-
siéme millénaire, in: C. Kuzucuoglu — C. Marro
(eds.), Sociétés humaines et changement clima-
tique a la fin du troisiéme millénaire: une crise a-t-
elle eu lieu en Haute-Mésopotamie? Actes du Col-
loque International de Lyon, 5-8 décembre 2005,
Varia Anatolica 19, Istanbul/Paris, 227-245.

Butterlin, P. 2007¢
Tell Medkouk et Mari. Akh Purattim 2, 213-214.

Carter, E. — Parker, A. 1995
Pots, People and the Archaeology of Death in
Northern Syria and Southern Anatolia in the Lat-
ter Half of the Third Millennium BC, in: S. Camp-
bell — A. Green (eds.), The Archaeology of Death
in the Ancient Near East, Oxbow Monograph 51,
Oxford, 96-116.

Charpin, D. 1984
Nouveaux documents du burecau de I'huile a
I’¢époque assyrienne, MARI 3, 83-126.

Charpin, D. 1994
Une décollation mystérieuse, N.A.B.U. 59, 51-52.

Charpin, D. 1987
Subat-Enlil et le pays d’Apum, MARI 5, 129-140.

Charpin, D. 2006
La mort du roi et le deuil en Mésopotamie paléoba-
bylonienne, in: P. Charvat—B. Lafont—J. Mynatrova
— L. Pecha (eds.), L’Etat, le pouvoir, les prestations
et leurs formes en Mésopotamie ancienne. Actes
du Colloque assyriologique franco-tchéque, Paris,
7—-8 novembre 2002, Prague, 95-108.

Charpin, D. 2008
‘Le roi est mort, vive le roi!’ Les funérailles des
souverains amorrites et I’avénement de leur suc-
cesseur, in: R. van der Speck (ed.), Studies in An-
cient Near Eastern World View and Society Pre-
sented to Marten Stol on the Occasion of his 65"
Birthday, Bethesda, 69-95.

Charpin, D. 2010
The Desert Routes Around Djebel Bishri and the
Sutean Nomads According to the Mari Archives,
Al-Rafidan Special Issue: Formation of Tribal
Communities. Integrated Research in the Middle
Euphrates, Syria, 239-245.

Charpin, D. — Ziegler, N. 2003
Florilegium Marianum V. Mari et le Proche-orient
aI’époque amorrite. Essai d’histoire politique, Mé-
moires de N.A.B.U. 6, Paris.

Cohen, A. C. 2005
Death Rituals, Ideology, and the Development of
Early Mesopotamian Kingship. Towards a New
Understanding of Iraq‘s Royal Cemetery of Ur,
Leiden/Boston.

Collon, D. 1992
Banquets in the Art of the Ancient Near East, in:
R. Gyselen (ed.) Banquets d’Orient, Res Orientales
4,23-29.

Cooper, J. S. 1991
The Fate of Mankind: Death and Afterlife in An-
cient Mesopotamia, in: H. Obayashi (ed.), Death
and Afterlife. Perspectives of World Religions,
Contributions to the Study of Religion 33, New
York/London, 19-33.

Cooper, L. 2006a
Early Urbanism on the Syrian Euphrates, New
York/London.

Cooper, L. 2006b
The Demise and Regeneration of Bronze Age Ur-
ban Centers in the Euphrates Valley of Syria, in: G.
M. Schwartz — J. J. Nichols (eds.), After Collapse.
The Regeneration of Complex Societies, Tucson,
18-37.

Cooper, L. 2007
Early Bronze Age Burial Types and Social-Cultur-
al Identity within the Northern Euphrates Valley,
in: E. J. Peltenburg (ed.), Euphrates River Valley
Settlement: The Carchemish Sector in the Third
Millennium BC, Levant Suppl. Series 5, Oxford,
55-70.

Cordy, J.-M. — Léon, S. — Tunca, O. 2009
Les offrandes animals dans les tombes ordinaries
de I’age du bronze a Chagar Bazar (chantiers F, H
et I). Rapport préliminaire, Akkadica 130, 53-73.

Dornemann, R. H. 1979
Tell Hadidi: A Millennium of Bronze Age City Oc-
cupation, in: D. N. Freedman (ed.), Archaeological
Reports from the Tabga Dam Project Euphrates
Valley, Syria, Annual of the American Schools of
Oriental Research 44, Cambridge, MA, 113-151.

Dornemann, R. H. 1980
Tell Hadidi. An Important Center of the Mitannian
Period and Earlier, in: J.-Cl. Margueron (ed.), Le
Moyen Euphrate. Zone de contact et d’échanges,
Actes du Colloque de Strasbourg, 10-12 mars 1977,
Strasbourg, 217-234.

Dossin, G. 1939
Les archives économiques du palais de Mari, Syria
20, 97-113.



Funerary Practices from the End of the Early to the Middle Bronze Age in Northwestern Syria 101

du Mesnil du Buisson, R. 1948
Baghouz. L’ancienne Cors6té, Leiden.

Duday, H. — Sellier, P. 1990
L’archéologie des gestes funéraires et la Taphono-
mie, Les nouvelles de ’archéologie 40, 12-14.

Dugay, L. 2005
Early Bronze Age Burials from Tell Ahmar, in:
P. Talon — V. van der Stede (eds.), Si un homme...
Textes offerts en hommage a André Finet, Subartu
26, Turnhout, 37-49.

Dunham, S. 1993
Beads for Babies, ZA 83, 237-257.

Durand, J.-M. 1983
Textes administratifs des salles 134 et 160 du pa-
lais de Mari, Archives royales de Mari 21, Paris.

Durand, J.-M. 1988
Archives épistolaires de Mari 1, Archives royales
de Mari 26, Paris.

Durand, J.-M. 1989
Tombes familiales et cultes des ancétres a Emar,
N.A.B.U. 112, 85-88.

Durand, J.-M. 1998
Les Documents épistolaires du palais de Mari. II,
Littératures anciennes du Proche-Orient 17, Paris.

Durand, J.-M. 2002
Florilegium Marianum VII, Le culte d’Addu d’Alep
et laffaire d’Alahtum, Mémoires de N.A.B.U. 8,
Paris.

Durand, J.-M. 2005
Florilegium Marianum VIII, Le culte des pierres et
les monuments commémoratifs en Syrie amorrite,
Mémoires de N.A.B.U. 9, Paris.

Durand, J.-M. 2008
La religion amorrite en Syrie a ’époque des ar-
chives de Mari, in: G. del Olmo Lete (ed.), Mytho-
logie et religion des Sémites Occidentaux. I, Ebla,
Mari, OLA 162, Leuven/Paris, 163-716.

Durand, J.-M. 2009
La nomenclature des habits et des textiles dans les
textes de Mari, Matériaux pour le Dictionnaire de
Babylonien de Paris I, ARM 30, Paris.

Durand, J.-M. — Guichard, M. 1997
Les rituels de Mari, in: J.-M. Durand (ed.), Florile-
gium Marianum III, Recueil d’études en I’honneur
de Michel Fleury, Mémoirs de N.A.B.U. 2, Paris,
19-78.

Duru, R. 2010
Gedikli Karahdyiik I1, The Results of Excavations
Directed by Prof. Dr. U. Bahadir Alkim in the
Years 1964-1967, TTKY, Ankara.

Falb, C.— Klasnik, K. — Meyer, J.-W. — Vila, E. (eds.)
2005
Gréber des 3. Jahrtausends v. Chr. im syrischen

Euphrattal. 4. Der Friedhof von Abu Hamed, Saar-
wellingen.

Einwag, B. 1993
Die Keramik aus dem Bereich des Palastes A in
Tall Bi‘a/Tuttul und das Problem der frithen Mitt-
leren Bronzezeit, Miinchener vorderasiatische Stu-
dien 19, Miinchen/Wien.

Falsone, G. 1997
Tell Shiyukh Tahtani, in: Ministero degli Affari
Esteri, Direzione Generale delle Relazioni Cul-
turali (ed.), Missioni Archeologiche Italiane. La
ricerca archeologica, antropologica, etnologica,
Roma, 287-291.

Falsone, G. 1999
Tell Shiyukh Tahtani, in: G. del Olmo Lete — J.-L.
Montero Fenollos (eds.), Archaeology of the Up-
per Syrian Euphrates. The Tishrin Dam Area. Pro-
ceedings of the International Symposium Held at
Barcelona, January 28%-30™" 1998, Sabadell, 137-
142.

Falsone, G. — Sconzo, P. 2007

The ‘Champagne-Cup’ Period at Carchemish. A
Review of the Early Bronze Age Levels on the
Acropolis Mound and the Problem of the Inner
Town, in: E. Peltenburg (ed.), Euphrates River
Valley Settlement. The Carchemish Sector in the
Third Millennium BC, Levant Suppl. Series 5, Ox-
ford, 73-93.

Falsone, G. — Sconzo, P. 2012
Tell Shiyukh Tahtani, Syria. Report of the 2006—
2009 Seasons, in: R. Matthews — J. Curtis (eds.),
Proceedings of the 7" ICAANE, London 12-16™
April 2010, The British Museum and UCL, Lon-
don, vol. 3, Wiesbaden, 167-190.

Felli, C. forthcoming
Le pratiche funerarie della Siria nord-occidentale
fra la fine del III e la prima meta del II millennio
a.C., Firenze.

Finet, A. 1987
Usages et rites funéraires en Babylonie, in: R. Laf-
fineur (ed.), Aegacum I, Thanatos. Les coutumes
funéraires en egée a I’age du bronze. Actes du col-
loque de Liége, 21-23 avril 1986, Liege, 235-244.

Forest, J.-D. 1983
Les pratiques funéraires en Mésopotamie du 5¢
millénaire au début du 3€, étude de cas, Mémoires
19, Paris.

Frank, C. 2005

Traitement du cadavre et idéologie funéraire: quel-
ques propositions de reflexion sur le pratique fu-
néraires en Mésopotamie a I’age du bronze, in: L.
Bachelot — A. Tenu (eds.), Entre mondes orientaux
et classiques: I'incinération dans les cultures syro-
anatoliennes. Colloque international de Nanterre
26-28 février 2004, Ktema 30, 61-73.



102

Franken, H. J. 1978
Pottery from a Middle Bronze Age Tomb near Tell
Hadidi on the Euphrates, in: R. Moorey — P. Parr
(eds.), Archaeology in the Levant. Essays for Kath-
leen Kenyon, Warminster, 67-75.

Fuensanta, J. G. — Seva Roman, R. — Misir, A. 1997
Excavaciones en Tilbes Hoyilik (Urfa, Turquia),
1996, Orient-Express 2, 42-45.

Fuensanta, J. G. — Algorri, E. — Bucak, E. — Charvat, P.
— Ferrero, V. — Llorens, S. — Diaz, A. — Rothman, M.
S.—Seva, R. 1998
1997 Rescue Excavations at Tilbes Hoyiik (Bire-
cik, Urfa), Orient-Express 3, 68-71.

Fuensanta, J. G. — Bucak, E. — Algorri, E. — Charvat, P.
— Rothman, M. S. 2000
1998 Salvage Excavations at Tilbes Hoyiik (Bire-
cik, Urfa), Orient-Express 2, 27-30.

Fujii, S. — Adachi, T. 2010
Archaeological Investigations of Bronze Age
Cairn Fields on the Northwestern Flank of Mt.
Bishri, Al-Rafidan Special Issue: Formation of
Tribal Communities. Integrated Research in the
Middle Euphrates, Syria, 61-77.

Galli, E. — Valentini, S. 2006
The Dead Cult in the Middle Bronze Age Meso-
potamia. Interpretation of the Archaeological Evi-
dence through the Cuneiform Texts. A Trial Ap-
proach, Orient-Express 2, 57-61.

Gansell, A. R. 2007
Identity and Adornment in the Third-Millennium

BC Mesopotamian ‘Royal Cemetery’ at Ur, Cam-
brAJ 17 (1), 29-46.

Garfinkel, Y. 1994
Ritual Burial of Cultic Objects: The Earliest Evi-
dence, CambrAlJ 4 (2), 159-188.

Gates, M. H. 1988
Dialogues between Ancient Near Eastern Texts

and the Archaeological Record: Test Cases from
Bronze Age Syria, BASOR 270, 63-91.

Gernez, G. 2006
Armement et societé au Moyen-Orient. L’exemple
des lances a douille a la fin du bronze ancien et
au début du bronze moyen, in: C. Kepinski — O.
Lecomte — A. Tenu (eds.), Studia Euphratica. Le
moyen Euphrate iraquien révélé par les fouilles
préventives de Haditha, Paris, 67-85.

Gernez, G. 2008
L’armement en métal au Proche et Moyen-Orient
(des origines a 1750 av. J.C.) (PhD-Thesis, Uni-
versité Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne), <http:/tel.
archives-ouverts.fr/tel-00339404/fr/>,  (accessed
25.11.2008).

Geyer, B. — Monchambert, J.-Y. 2003
La basse vallée de I’Euphrate Syrien du néolithique

Candida Felli

a ’avénement de I’Islam: géographie, archéologie
et histoire, vol. Il. Annexes, Mission archéologique
de Mari 6, BAH 166, Beyrouth.

Ghouti, M. 1991.
Sapddum, bakiim et la déploration a Mari, N.A.B.U.
27,21-23.

Goldstein, L. 1981
One-Dimensional Archaeology and Multi-Dimen-
sional People: Spatial Organisation and Mortuary
Analysis, in: R. Chapman — I. Kinnes — K. Rands-
borg (eds.), The Archaeology of Death, Cambridge,
53-67.

Grévin, G. 2005
La crémation sur blicher dans ’Antiquité a la lumi-
ére de I’ethnoarchéologie, in: L. Bachelot — A. Tenu
(eds.), Entre mondes orientaux et classiques:
l'incinération dans les cultures syro-anatoli-
ennes. Colloque international de Nanterre 26-28
février 2004, Ktema 30, 15-20.

Groneberg, B. 1987
Tilpanu = Bogen, Revue d’Assyriologie 81, 115-
124.

Groneberg, B. 1990
Zu den mesopotamischen Unterweltsdarstellun-
gen: Das Jenseits als Fortsetzung des Diesseits,
AoF 17, 244-261.

Guichard, M. 1994
Au pays de la dame de Nagar (textes n. 122 a n.
128), in: D. Charpin — J.-M. Durand (eds.), Florile-
gium Marianum II, Recueil d’études a la mémoire
de Maurice Birot, Mémoirs de N.A.B.U 3, Paris,
235-272.

Heinrich, E. — Ludwig, W. — Strommenger, E. — Opifi-

cius, R. — Siirenhagen, D. 1970
Zweiter vorldufiger Bericht iiber die von der Deut-
schen Orient-Gesellschaft mit Mitteln der Stiftung
Volkswagenwerk in Habuba Kabira und in Mum-
baqat unternommenen archéologischen Untersu-
chungen (Herbstkampagne 1969), erstattet von
Mitgliedern der Mission, MDOG 102, 27-85.

Hachmann, R. 1996
Das Konigsgrab von Kamid el-Loz und die Ko-
nigsgriber der mittleren und spaten Bronze- und
frithen Eisenzeit im Kiistengebiet Ostlich des Mit-
telmeers und in Mesopotamien, in: R. Hachmann
(ed.), Kamid el-L6z 16, ‘Schatzhaus’ — Studien, Sa-
arBeitr 59, Bonn, 203-289.

Hasegawa, A. 2010
Sondage at the Site of Tell Ghanem al-Ali, Al-
Rafidan Special Issue: Formation of Tribal Com-
munities. Integrated Research in the Middle Eu-
phrates, Syria, 25-35.

Heimpel, W. 2003
Letters to the King of Mari. A New Translation,



Funerary Practices from the End of the Early to the Middle Bronze Age in Northwestern Syria 103

with Historical Introduction, Notes, and Commen-
tary, Winona Lake, Indiana.

Hertz, R. 1905/1906
Contribution a une étude sur la représentation col-
lective de la mort, L’Année sociologique 10, 48-137.

Honga, M. D. — Algaze, G. 1998
Preliminary Report on the Human Skeletal Re-
mains at Titris Hoyiik: 1991-1996 Seasons,
Anatolica 24, 101-141.

Horwitz, L. K. 2001
Animal Offerings in the Middle Bronze Age: Food
for the Gods, Food for Thought, PEQ 133, 78-110.

Hrouda, B. 1990
Die altbabylonischen Tumuli von Bagiiz bei Mari:
Begribnisse der Hander?, in: O. Tunca (ed.), De
la Babylonie a la Syrie, en passant par Mari. M¢-
langes offerts a Monsieur J.-R. Kupper a I’occasion
de son 70° anniversaire, Liége, 103-14.

Jacquet, A. 2002
Lugal-mes et malikum: nouvel examen du kispum a
Mari, in: D. Charpin — J.-M. Durand (eds.), Florile-
gium Marianum VI, Recueil d’études a la mémoire
d’André Parrot, Mémoires de N.A.B.U. 7, Paris,
51-68.

Jacquet, A. 2008
Tell Hariri/Mari: Textes. VIII, Les rituels de Mari,
in: J. Briend — C. Tassin (eds.), Supplément au Dic-
tionnaire de la Bible, 77-78, Paris, 387-423.

Joanngs, F. 2005
La conception assyro-babylonienne de 1’au-dela,
in: L. Bachelot— A. Tenu (eds.), Entre mondes ori-
entaux et classiques: l'incinération dans les cul-
tures syro-anatoliennes, Colloque international
de Nanterre 26-28 février 2004, Ktema 30, 75-86.

Jamieson, A. S. 1998
Ceramic Vessels from the Middle Bronze Age Jar
Burial F, at Tell Ahmar, Abr-Nahrain 35, 106-119.

Jamieson, A. S. 2005
A Painted Eye-Vase from Tell Ahmar and the
Syro-Cilician Painted Ceramic Tradition, in: Ph.
Talon — V. van der Stede (eds.), Si un homme...
Textes offerts en hommage a André Finet, Subartu
26, Turnhout, 79-83.

Jean-Marie, M. 1990
Les tombeaux en pierres de Mari, MARI 6, 303-
336.

Jean-Marie, M. 1997
A propos de certaines offrandes funéraires a Mari,
MARI 8, 693-705.

Jean-Marie, M. 1999
Tombes et nécropoles de Mari, Mission archéologi-
que de Mari 5, BAH 153, Beyrouth.

Kaschau, G. 1999
Lidar Hoyiik. Die Keramik der Mittleren Bronze-
zeit, Mainz.

Kassian, A. — Korolévt, A. — Sidel’tsev, A. 2002
Hittite Funerary Ritual Sallis wastais, AOAT 288,
Miinster.

Katz, D. 2007
Sumerian Funerary Rituals in Context, in: N. Lan-
eri (ed.), Performing Death: Social Analyses of
Funerary Traditions in the Ancient Near East and
Mediterranean, Oriental Institute Seminars 2, Chi-
cago, 167-188.

Kepinski, C. 2006
Mémoires d’Euphrate et d’Arabie, les tombes a
tumulus, marquers territoriaux de communautés
en voie de sédentarisation, in: C. Kepinski — O.
Lecomte — A. Tenu (eds.), Studia Euphratica. Le
moyen Euphrate iraquien révélé¢ par les fouilles
préventives de Haditha, Paris, 87-128.

Kepinski, C. 2007
Continuity and Break at the End of the Third Mil-
lennium BC. The Data from Tilbesar, Sajur Valley
(South-Eastern Turkey), in: C. Kuzucuoglu — C.
Marro (eds.), Sociétés humaines et changement cli-
matique a la fin du troisieme millénaire: une crise
a-t-elle eu lieu en Haute-Mésopotamie? Actes du
Colloque International de Lyon, 5-8 décembre
2005, Varia Anatolica 19, Istanbul/Paris, 329-340.

Kepinski, C. — Onal, M. — Vallet, R. — Perello, B. —
Vella, M.-A. 2007
Rapport préliminaire sur la septiéme campagne de
fouilles a Tilbeshar en 2006 (sud-est Anatolien),
Anatolia Antiqua 15, 275-288.

Kepinski-Lecomte, C. — Ahlan, H. 2001
Tilbeshar, site du sud-est Anatolien de la fin du
quatriéme au milieu du second millénaires, Anato-
lia Antiqua 9, 207-214.

Keswani, P. S. 2004
Mortuary Ritual and Society in Bronze Age Cy-
prus, Monographs in Mediterranean Archaeology
9, London/Oakville.

Klein, H. 1992
Untersuchungen zur Typologie bronzezeitlicher
Nadeln in Mesopotamien und Syrien, Schriften
zur vorderasiatischen Archdologie 4, Saarbriicken.

Kohlmeyer, K. — Strommenger, E. 1995
Die Ausgrabungen in Tall Bi‘a 1994 und 1995,
MDOG 127, 43-55.

Klasnik, K. — Meyer, J.-W. 2001
Im Tod den Géttern nahe. Eine prunkvolle Bestat-
tung in Tell Chuera, Nordsyrien, AW 4, 383-390.

Kiimmel, Ch. unpubl.
The Duration of Eternity. Grave Goods and the



104

Fragmentation of Meaning in Ancient Funerary
Contexts, Paper read at the International Sympo-
sium “(Re-)Constructing Funerary Rituals in the
Ancient Near East” in Tiibingen, May 2009.

Lafont, B. 2001
Relations internationales, alliances et diplomatie
au temps des Royaumes Amorrites. Essai de syn-
thése, in: J. M. Durand — D. Charpin (eds.), Amurru
2, Mari, Ebla et les Hourrites. Dix ans de travaux,
deuxiéme partie. Actes du colloque international
(Paris, mai 1993), Paris, 213-328.

Laneri, N. 1999
Intramural Tombs — A Funerary Tradition of the
Middle Euphrates Valley during the 11" Millen-
nium BC, Anatolica 25, 221-241.

Laneri, N. 2007
An Archaeology of Funerary Rituals, in: N. Laneri
(ed.), Performing Death. Social Analyses of Funer-
ary Traditions in the Ancient Near East and Medi-
terranean, Oriental Institute Seminars 3, Chicago,
1-13.

Leclerc, 1990
La notion de sépolture, Bulletins et Mémoires de la
Société d’anthropologie de Paris 2 (3), 13-18.

Lerouxel, F. 2002
Les échanges de présents entre souverains amor-
rites au X VIlIIe siecle av. n. ¢. d’apres les archives
royales de Mari, in: D. Charpin — J.-M. Durand
(eds.), Florilegium Marianum VI, Recueil d’études
a la mémoire d’André Parrot, Mémoires de
N.A.B.U. 7, Paris, 413-463.

Limet, H. 1982
L'usage de l’argent a Mari, in: G. van Driel — T.
Krispijn — M. Stol — K. Veenhof (eds.), Zikir
Sumin. Assyriological Studies Presented to F. R.
Kraus on the Occasion of his Seventieth Birthday,
Leiden, 163-171.

Loénngvist, M. 2008
Were Nomadic Amorites on the Move? Migra-
tion, Invasion and Gradual Infiltration as Mecha-
nisms for Cultural Transition, in: H. Kithne — R.
Czichon — F. J. Kreppner (eds.), Proceedings of the
4" International Congress of the Archaeology of
the Ancient Near East, 29 March — 3 April, Freie
Universitat Berlin. Vol. 2, Social and Cultural
Transformation: The Archaeology of Transitional
Periods and Dark Ages, Excavation Reports, Wies-
baden, 195-215.

Loénnqvist, M. 2009
Archaeological Surveys of Jebel Bishri. The Pre-
liminary Report of the Finnish Mission to Syria,
2005-2006, Kaskal 6, 1-42.

Loénngvist, M. 2010
Tracing Tribal Implications among Bronze Age

Candida Felli

Tomb Types in the Region of Jebel Bishri in Syr-
ia, Al-Rafidan Special Issue: Formation of Tribal
Communities. Integrated Research in the Middle
Euphrates, Syria, 165-173.

Lundstréom, S. 2000
Kimahhuund Qabru. Untersuchungen zur Begriff-
lichkeit akkadischer Grabbezeichnungen, AoF 27
(1), 6-20.

Mallet, J. 1995
Rituel mortuaire et rituel social & Ras Shamra/
Ougarit, in: S. Campbell — A. Green (eds.), The
Archaeology of Death in the Ancient Near East,
Oxford, 171-184.

Margueron, J.-Cl. 1983
Mari: rapport préliminaire sur la campagne de
1980, MARI 2, 9-35.

Margueron, J.-Cl. 1984
Une tombe monumentale a Mari, MARI 3, 197-
215.

Margueron, J.-Cl. 1990
Une tombe royale sous la salle du trone du palais de
shakkanakku, MARI 6, 401-422.

Margueron, J.-Cl. 2004
Mari, métropole de I’Euphrate au III° et au début du
II° millénaire avant J.-C., Paris.

Margueron, J.-Cl. 2008
Tell Hariri/Mari. Archéologie, in: J. Briend — C.
Tassin (eds.), Suppl. au Dictionnaire de la Bible,
77-78, Paris, 17-212.

Margueron, J.-Cl. (ed.) 2007a
Mari: Rapport préliminaire sur la campagne de
1994, Akh Purattim 2, 11-35.

Margueron, J.-Cl. (ed.) 2007b
Mari: Rapport préliminaire sur la campagne de
1995, Akh Purattim 2, 37-58.

Marro, C. 2007

Continuity and Change in the Birecik Valley at
the End of the Third Millennium BC. The Ar-
chaeological Evidence from Horum Hoyiik, in: C.
Kuzucuoglu — C. Marro (eds.), Sociétés humaines
et changement climatique a la fin du troisiéme mil-
Iénaire: une crise a-t-elle eu lieu en Haute-Méso-
potamie? Actes du Colloque International de Lyon,
5—8 décembre 2005, Varia Anatolica 19, Istanbul/
Paris, 383-401.

Marro, C. — Tibet, A. — Bulgan, F. 2000
Fouilles de sauvetage de Horum Hoyiik (province
de Gaziantep): quatriéme rapport préliminaire,
Anatolia Antiqua 8, 257-278.

Marti, L. 2005
Les monuments funéraires-biriitu, in: J.-M. Du-
rand (ed.), Florilegium Marianum VIII, Le culte
des pierres et les monuments commémoratifs en



Funerary Practices from the End of the Early to the Middle Bronze Age in Northwestern Syria 105

Syrie amorrite, Mémoires de N.A.B.U. 9, Paris,
191-200.

Masetti-Rouault, M. G. — Poli, P. 2007
La céramique du chantier F de Tell Ashara-Terqa
I, Rapport préliminaire, Akh Purattim 1, 63-111.

Matthiae, P. 1979
Scavi a Tell Mardikh-Ebla, 1978: Rapporto som-
mario, StEbla 1, 1-184.

Matthiae, P. 1995
470. Talismano funerario con scene di banchetto e
adorazione, in: P. Matthiae — F. Pinnock — G. Scan-
done Matthiae (eds.), Ebla. Alle origini della civilta
urbana. Trent’anni di scavi in Siria dell’Universita
di Roma “La Sapienza”, Milano, 505.

Matthiae, P. 1997
Where were the Early Syrian Kings of Ebla bur-
ied?, AoF 24 (2), 268-276.

Matthiae, P. 2002
Fouilles et restaurations a Ebla en 2000-2001.
Le palais occidental, la residence occidentale et
I'urbanisme de la ville paléosyrienne, Comptes-
Rendus de I’Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-
Lettres, avril-juin, 531-574.

Maul, S. M. 1994
Zukunftsbewiltigung. Eine Untersuchung altori-
entalischen Denkens anhand der babylonisch-as-
syrischen Loserituale (Namburbi), BaF 18, Mainz.

Maxwell-Hyslop, K. R. 1971
Western Asiatic Jewellery c. 3000-612 BC, Lon-
don.

Mayer, W. 1987
Grundziige der Geschichte der Stadt Tuttul im 2.
Jt. v. Chr., UF 19, 121-160.

Mazzoni, S. 2005

Having and Showing: Women’s Possessions in the
Afterlife in Iron Age Syria and Mesopotamia, in:
D. Lyons — R. Westbrook (eds.), Women and Prop-
erty in Ancient Near Eastern and Mediterranean
Societies.  <http://www.chs.harvard.edu/wa/page
R?tn=ArticleWrapper&bdc=12&mn=1219>, 1-12
(accessed 19.02.2010).

McClellan, T. — Porter, A. 1999
Survey of Excavations at Tell Banat. Funerary
Practices, in: G. del Olmo Lete — J.-L. Montero
Fenollos (eds.), Archaeology of the Upper Syrian
Euphrates. The Tishrin Dam Area, Proceedings of
the International Symposium Held at Barcelona,
January 28%-30™ 1998, Sabadell, 107-116.

Mc Ginnis, J. 1987
A Neo-Assyrian Text Describing a Royal Funeral,
State Archives of Assyria Bulletin 1 (1), 1-13.

Meijer, D. J. W. 2003
Some Thoughts on Burial Interpretation, AoF 30

(1), 51-62.

Meyer, J.-W. 1996
Offene und geschlossene Siedlungen. Ein Beitrag
zur Siedlungsgeschichte und historischen Topo-
graphie in Nordsyrien wihrend des 3. und 2. Jts. v.
Chr., AoF 23, 132-170.

Meyer, J.-W. 1997
Djebelet el-Beda: Eine Stitte der Ahnenvereh-
rung?, AoF 24, 294-309.

Meyer, J.-W. 2000
Zur Moglichkeit einer kulturhistorischen Einord-
nung von Grabfunden, AoF 27 (1), 21-37.

Meyer, J.-W. 2005
Auswertung und Zusammenfassung der Ergebnis-
se, in: C. Falb — K. Klasnik — J.-W. Meyer — E. Vila
(eds.), Gréber des 3. Jahrtausends v. Chr. im syri-
schen Euphrattal. 4. Der Friedhof von Abu Hamed,
Saarwellingen, 359-365.

Meyer, J.-W. 2010
The Cemetery of Abu Hamad: A Burial Place
for Pastoral Groups?, Al-Rafidan Special Issue:
Formation of Tribal Communities. Integrated Re-
search in the Middle Euphrates, Syria, 155-163.

Michel, C. 2008
Les Assyriens et les esprits de leurs morts, in: C.
Michel (ed.), Old Assyrian Studies in Memory of
Paul Garelli, Old Assyrian Archives, Studies 4,
Uitgaven van het Nederlands Instituut voor het Na-
bije Oosten te Leiden 112, Leiden, 181-197.

Miglus, P. A. 2003
Altorientalische Herrschergridber in Mesopotami-
en und Syrien. Bemerkungen zur Lage und Archi-
tektur, Isimu 6, 245-294.

Miglus, P. A. — Strommenger, E. 2007
Tell Bi’a/Tuttul VII, Der Palast A, WVDOG 114,
Wiesbaden.

Molleson, T. — Hodgson, D. 2003.
The Human Remains from Woolley’s Excavations
at Ur, Iraq 65, 91-129.

Montero Fenollos, J. L. 1999/2000
Metales para la muerte. Costumbres funerarias en
la alta Mesopotamia durante el I1I milenio a.c. in:
M. Molina—1. Méarquez Rowe —J. Sanmartin (eds.),
Arbor Scientiae. Estudios del préximo Oriente an-
tiguo dedicados a Gregorio del Olmo Lete con oca-
sion de su 65 aniversario, Sabadell, 407-419.

Moorey, P. R. S. 1984
Where did they Bury the Kings of the IIT" Dynasty
of Ur?, Iraq 46, 1-18.

Moortgat, A. 1962
Tell Chuéra in Nordost-Syrien. Vorldufiger Bericht

iber die dritte Grabungskampagne 1960, Kdoln/
Opladen.



106

Nakano, Y. — Ishida, H. 2010
Human Remains from the Bronze Age Sites in
Bishri Region, the Middle Euphrates Syria, Al-
Rafidan Special Issue: Formation of Tribal Com-
munities. Integrated Research in the Middle Eu-
phrates, Syria, 105-115.

Nasrabadi, B. M. 1999
Untersuchungen zu den Bestattungssitten in Me-
sopotamien in der ersten Halfte des ersten Jahrtau-
sends v. Chr., BaF 23, Mainz.

Oguchi, K. — Oguchi, H. 2006
Japanese Excavations at ‘Usiyeh, in: C. Kepinski
— 0. Lecomte — A. Tenu (eds.), Studia Euphratica.
Le moyen Euphrate iraquien révélé par les fouilles
préventives de Haditha, Paris, 157 -189.

Okse, A. T. 2006
Early Bronze Age Graves at Gre Virike (Period
I B): an Extraordinary Cemetery on the Middle
Euphrates, JNES 65 (1), 1-37.

Okse, A. T. 2007a

Continuity and Change in Mortuary Practices of
the Early and Middle Bronze Ages in the Middle
Euphrates Region, in: C. Kuzucuoglu — C. Marro
(eds.), Sociétés humaines et changement clima-
tique a la fin du troisiéme millénaire: une crise a-t-
elle eu lieu en Haute-Mésopotamie? Actes du Col-
loque International de Lyon, 5-8 décembre 2005,
Varia Anatolica 19, Istanbul/Paris, 139-156.

Okse, A. T. 2007b
Funerary Rituals at Gre Virike. A 3" Millennium
Ritual Place in Southeastern Anatolia, in: M. Al-
parslan — M. Dogan-Alparslan — H. Peker (eds.),
Vita. Festschrift in Honor of Belkis Ding¢ol and Ali
Dingol, Istanbul, 549-559.

Ozgen, E. — Helwing, B. — Tekin, H. 1997
Vorldufiger Bericht iiber die Ausgrabungen auf
dem Oylum Hoyiik, Istanbuler Mitteilungen 47,
39-90.

Ozgen, E. — Helwing, B. 2001
Ausgrabungen auf dem Oylum Hdyiik, 1997-2000.
Zweiter vorldufiger Bericht, Istanbuler Mitteilun-
gen 51, 61-136.

Ozgen, E. — Helwing, B. 2003
On the Shifting Border between Mesopotamia and
the West: Seven Seasons of Joint Turkish-German
Excavations at Oylum Hoyiik, Anatolica 29, 61-85.

Olavarri, E. 1995
Dos tumbas del bronce antiguo de Qara Quzaq,
AulaOr 13, 15-23.

Orthmann, W. 1980
Burial Customs of the 3 Millennium BC in the
Euphrates Valley, in: J.-Cl. Margueron (ed.), Le
moyen Euphrate. Zone de contact et d’échanges.
Actes du colloque de Strasbourg, 10-12 mars 1977,

Candida Felli

Leiden, 97-105.

Orthmann, W. 1981
Halawa 1977 bis 1979. Vorlaufiger Bericht iiber die
1. bis 3. Grabungskampagne, Bonn.

Otto, A. 1998
A Middle Bronze Age Cylinder Seal from the Jar
Burial F at Tell Ahmar, Abr-Nahrain 35, 120-134.

Otto, A. 2007

Archaeological Hints for a New Order of the
Sakkanakku of Mari, in: P. Matthiae — F. Pin-
nock — L. Nigro — L. Peyronel (eds.), From Relative
Chronology to Absolute Chronology. The Second
Millennium BC in Syria-Palestine. Proceedings of
the International Colloquium (Rome, 29" Novem-
ber — I** December 2001), Contributi del Centro
Linceo Interdisciplinare “Beniamino Segre” 117,
Roma, 411-424.

Pader, E.-J. 1982
Symbolism, Social Relations and the Interpretation
of Mortuary Remains, BARIntSer 130, Oxford.

Parker Pearson, M. 1999
Archaeology of Death and Burial, Stroud.

Parpola, S. 1983
Letters from Assyrian Scholars to the Kings Es-
arhaddon and Assurbanipal. Part II, Commentary
and Appendices, AOAT 5 (2), Neukirchen-Vluyn.

Parr, P. 1996
Middle Bronze Age Furniture from Jericho and
Baghouz, in: G. Hermann (ed.), The Furniture of
Western Asia Ancient and Traditional. Papers of
the Conference Held at the Institute of Archaeol-
ogy, University College London, June 28 to 30,
1993, Mainz, 41-48.

Parrot, A. 1935
Les fouilles de Mari. Premiére campagne (hiver
1933-34). Rapport préliminaire, Syria 26, 1-28.

Parrot, A. 1958
Lepalais. Peintures murales, Missionarchéologique
de Mari 2, BAH 69, Paris.

Peltenburg, E. 1997
Jerablus-Tahtani, Syria, 1996. Preliminary Report,
Levant 29, 1-18.

Peltenburg, E. 1999

The Living and the Ancestors. Early Bronze Age
Mortuary Practices at Jerablus Tahtani, in: G. del
Olmo Lete — J.-L. Montero Fenollos (eds.), Archae-
ology of the Upper Syrian Euphrates. The Tishrin
Dam Area. Proceedings of the International Sym-
posium Held at Barcelona, January 28"-30% 1998,
AulaOr Suppl. 15, Barcelona, 427-442.

Peltenburg, E. 2007
Landscape Survey in the Area of Jerablus Tahtani,
Levant 39, 213-247.



Funerary Practices from the End of the Early to the Middle Bronze Age in Northwestern Syria 107

Peltenburg, E. 2007/2008

Enclosing the Ancestors and the Growth of Socio-
Political Complexity in Early Bronze Age Syria,
in: G. Bartoloni — M. G. Benedettini (eds.), Sepolti
tra i vivi. Buried among the Living. Evidenza e
interpretazione di contesti funerari in abitato. Atti
del convegno internazionale, Roma 26-29 aprile
2006, Scienze dell’antichita 14 (1), 215-247.

Pfilzner, P. 2007

Archaeological Investigations in the Royal Palace
of Qatna, in: D. Morandi Bonacossi (ed.), Urban
and Natural Landscapes of an Ancient Syrian Cap-
ital. Settlement and Environment at Tell Mishrifeh/
Qatna and in Central-Western Syria. Proceedings
of the International Conference Held in Udine,
9—11 December 2004, SAQ 1, Udine, 29-64.

Philip, G. 1995
Warrior Burials in the Ancient Near-Eastern
Bronze Age: the Evidence from Mesopotamia,
Western Iran and Syria-Palestine, in: S. Campbell
— A. Green (eds.), The Archaeology of Death in the
Ancient Near East, Oxford, 140-154.

Pinnock, F. 1994
Considerations on the “Banquet Theme” in the
Figurative Art of Mesopotamia and Syria, in: L.
Milano (ed.), Drinking in Ancient Societies. His-
tory and Culture of Drinks in the Ancient Near
East, History of the Ancient Near East Studies 6,
Padova, 15-26.

Polcaro, A. 2006
Necropoli e costumi funerari in Palestina dal
bronzo antico I al bronzo antico III, CMatAOr 11,
Roma.

Pollock, S. 1991
Women in a Men’s World: Images of Sumerian
Women, in: J. Gero — M. W. Conkey (eds.), Engen-
dering Archaeology: Women and Prehistory, Ox-
ford, 366-387.

Pollock, S. 2003
Feast, Funerals and Fast Foods in Early Mesopota-
mian States, in: T. L. Bray (ed.), The Archaeology
and Politics of Food and Feasting in Early States
and Empires, New York, 17-38.

Pomponio, F. 2008
ARET XV, 1. Testi amministrativi: Assegnazioni
mensili di tessuti periodo di Arrugum (archivio L.
2769). Parte I, Roma.

Porter, A. 2002a
The Dynamics of Death: Ancestors, Pastoralism,
and the Origins of a Third-Millennium City in
Syria, BASOR 325, 1-36.

Porter, A. 2002b
Communities in Conflict. Death and the Contest
for Social Order in the Euphrates River Valley,

Near Eastern Archaeology 65 (3), 156-173.

Porter, A. 2007

You say Potato, I say...Typology, Chronology and
the Origins of the Amorites, in: C. Kuzucuoglu —
C. Marro (eds.), Sociétés humaines et changement
climatique a la fin du troisieme millénaire: une
crise a-t-elle eu lieu en Haute-Mésopotamie? Actes
du colloque international de Lyon, 5—8 décembre
2005, Varia Anatolica 19, Istanbul/Paris, 69-115.

Porter, A. in press
Weaving the Fabric of Ancient Society: Kin, Cult,
Tent and Town in Greater Mesopotamia (4000—
1600 BC), Cambridge.

Postgate, J. N. 1980
Early Dynastic Burial Customs at Abu Salabikh,
Sumer 36, 65-82.

Postgate, J. N. 2009
Schmuck (Jewellery). A, in: RLA Band 12, 234-
237.

Rehm, E. 2003
Waffengriaber im Alten Orient. Zum Problem der
Wertung von Waffen in Gribern des 3. und frithen
2. Jahrtausends v. Chr. in Mesopotamien und Syri-
en, BARIntSer 1191, Oxford.

Rehm, E. 2004
Dynastensarkophage mit szenischen Reliefs aus
Byblos und Zypern Teil 1,1, Der Ahiram-Sarko-
phag, Forschungen zur phonizisch-punischen und
zyprischen Plastik 2, 1, 1, Mainz.

Renfrew, C. 1986
Varna and the Emergence of Wealth in Prehistoric
Europe, in: A. Appadurai (ed.), The Social Life
of Things. Commodities in Cultural Perspective,
Cambridge, 141-168.

Richardson, S. 2007
Death and Dismemberment in Mesopotamia. Dis-
corporation between the Body and Body Politic, in:
N. Laneri (ed.), Performing Death. Social Analyses
of Funerary Traditions in the Ancient Near East
and Mediterranean, Oriental Institute Seminars 3,
Chicago, 189-208.

Roobaert, A. 1998
The Middle Bronze Age Jar Burial F,; at Tell Ah-
mar (Syria), Abr-Nahrain 35, 97-105.

Rouault, O. 1998
Recherches récentes a Tell Ashara-Terqa (1991—
1995), in: M. Lebeau (ed.), About Subartu. Stud-
ies Devoted to Upper Mesopotamia I, Landscape,
Archaeology, Settlement, Subartu 4, Bruxelles,
313-330.

Rouault, O. 2005
Pratiques funéraires et identité culturelle: le cas de
Terqa a la fin du bronze ancien et au bronze moyen,



108 Candida Felli

in: L. Bachelot — A. Tenu (eds.), Entre mondes
orientaux et classiques: l'incinération dans les
cultures syro-anatoliennes. Colloque internatio-
nal de Nanterre 26-28 février 2004, Ktema 30,
55-60.

Rova, E. 1991
Die Keramik aus dem Gréiberfeld, in: W. Orth-
mann — E. Rova, Ausgrabungen in Wreide. Griber
des 3. Jahrtausends v. Chr. im syrischen Euphrattal
2, Schriften zur vorderasiatischen Archdologie 2,
Saarbriicken, 71-171.

Ryholt, K. S. B. 1998
Hotepibre, a Supposed Asiatic King in Egypt with
Relations to Ebla, BASOR 311, 1-6.

Scandone Matthiae, G. 1979
Un oggetto faraonico della XIII dinastia dalla
“Tomba del Signore dei Capridi”, StEbla 1, 119-128.

Scandone Matthiae, G. 1995
383-384. Mazza cerimoniale faraonica, Testa di
Mazza, in: P. Matthiae — F. Pinnock — G. Scandone
Matthiae (eds.), Ebla. Alle origini della civilta ur-
bana. Trent’anni di scavi in Siria dell’Universita di
Roma “La Sapienza”, Milano, 464-465.

Schultz, M. — Kunter, M. 1998
Erste Ergebnisse der anthropologischen und
paldopathologischen Untersuchungen an den
menschlichen Skelettfunden aus den neuassyri-
schen Koniginnengrébern von Nimrud, JbRGZM
45 (1), 85-128.

Schwartz, G. M. 2007
Status, Ideology, and Memory in Third-millenni-
um Syria: ‘Royal” Tombs at Umm el-Marra, in: N.
Laneri (ed.), Performing Death. Social Analyses of
Funerary Traditions in the Ancient Near East and
Mediterranean, Oriental Institute Seminars 3, Chi-
cago, 39-68.

Sconzo, P. 2006
‘Sombrero Lids’ and Children’s Pots. An Early
Bronze Age Shaft Grave from Tell Shiyukh Tahta-
ni, BaM 37, 343-353.

Sconzo, P. 2007

Collapse or Continuity? The Case of the EB-
MB Transition at Tell Shiyukh Tahtani, in: C.
Kuzucuoglu — C. Marro (eds.), Sociétés humaines
et changement climatique a la fin du troisiéme mil-
lénaire: une crise a-t-elle eu lieu en Haute-Méso-
potamie? Actes du Colloque International de Lyon,
5-8 décembre 2005, Varia Anatolica 19, Istanbul/
Paris, 267-310.

Scurlock, J. A. 1991
Taklimtu: A Display of Grave Goods?, N.A.B.U. 1, 3.

Scurlock, J. A. 1995
Death and the Afterlife in Ancient Mesopotamian

Thought, in: J. Sasson (ed.), Civilizations of the
Ancient Near East. Vol. III, New York, 1883-1893.

Sertok, K. — Kulakoglu, F. — Squadrone, F. 2007
Living Along and Together with the Euphrates.
The Effects of the Euphrates on a Long-Life Sett-
lement as Saraga Hoyiik, in: C. Kuzucuoglu — C.
Marro (eds.), Sociétés humaines et changement cli-
matique a la fin du troisiéme millénaire: une crise
a-t-elle eu lieu en Haute-Mésopotamie? Actes du
Colloque International de Lyon, 5-8 décembre
2005, Varia Anatolica 19, Istanbul/Paris, 341-353.

Sertok, K. — Kulakoglu, F. — Squadrone, F. 2008
Saraga Hoyiik Salvage Excavations, in: H. Kiihne
—R. Czichon —F. J. Kreppner (eds.), Proceedings of
the 4" International Congress of the Archaeology
of the Ancient Near East, 29 March — 3 April, Freie
Universitdt Berlin. Vol. 2, Social and Cultural
Transformation: The Archaeology of Transitional
Periods and Dark Ages, Excavation Reports, Wies-
baden, 411-418.

Simpson, E. 1985
The Wooden Furniture from Tumulus MM at Gor-
dion, Turkey, Ann Arbor.

Simpson, E. — Spirydowicz, K. — Dorge, V. 1992
Gordion ahsap eserler — Wooden Furniture, Anka-
ra.

Stepniowski, F. 1998
Grabbau 5, in: E. Strommenger — K. Kohlmeyer,
Ausgrabungen in Tell Bi‘a/Tuttul I. Die Altorienta-
lischen Bestattungen, WVDOG 96, Saarbriicken,
68-73.

Spycket, A. 1996
Le role funéraire des ceintures a anneaux de co-
quille, in: O. Tunca — D. Deheselle (eds.), Tablettes
et images aux pays de Sumer et d’Akkad. Mélanges
offerts a Monsieur H. Limet, Mémoires 1, Licge,
141-147.

Stein, G. J. 2001
Hacinebi Excavations. Early Bronze Age I,
last modified 06.08.2001, <http://faculty-web.
at.northwestern.edu/anthropology/stein/HNexca-
vationsEB-L.htmI> (accessed 12.10.2009).

Steinkeller, P. 1990
Threshing Implements in Ancient Mesopotamia:
Cuneiform Sources, Iraq 52, 19-23.

Stone, E. C., 1991
The Spacial Organization of Mesopotamian Cities,
in: P. Michalowski — P. Steinkeller — E. Stone — R.
Zettler (eds.), Velles Paraules. Ancient Near East-
ern Studies in Honor of Miguel Civil on the Occa-
sion of his Sixty-Fifth Birthday, AulaOr 9, 235-241.

Strommenger, E. 1991
Ausgrabungen in Tall Bi‘a 1990, MDOG 123, 7-34.



Funerary Practices from the End of the Early to the Middle Bronze Age in Northwestern Syria

Strommenger, E. — Kohlmeyer, K. 1998
Ausgrabungen in Tell Bi‘a/Tuttul I. Die Altorienta-
lischen Bestattungen, WVDOG 96, Saarbriicken.

Tenu, A. 2005
La pratique de la crémation en Syrie: un usage
marginal?, in: L. Bachelot — A. Tenu (eds.), Ent-
re mondes orientaux et classiques: l'incinération
dans les cultures syro-anatoliennes, Colloque
international de Nanterre 26-28 février 2004,
Ktema 30, 37-46.

Thomas, L.-V. 2005
Funeral Rites: An Overview, in: L. Jones (ed.),
Encyclopedia of Religion, Farmington Hills, 3233-
3241.

Tomcezyk, J. — Soltysiak, A. 2007
Preliminary Report on Human Remains from Tell
Ashara/Terqa Season 2005, Athenacum 95 (1),
439-445.

Tsukimoto, A. 1985
Untersuchungen zur Totenpflege (kispum) im
alten Mesopotamien, AOAT 216, Kevelaer/Neu-
kirchen-Vluyn.

Ucko, P. 1969
Ethnography and Archaeological Interpretation of
Funerary Remains, WorldA 1 (2), 262-280.

Valdés Pereiro, C. 2008

Qara Quzaq and Tell Hamis (Syrian Euphrates
Valley): Updating and Comparing Bronze Age Ce-
ramic and Archaeological Data, in: J. M. Cérdo-
ba —M. Molist — M. C. Pérez — 1. Rubio — S. Mar-
tinez (eds.), Proceedings of the 5th International
Congress of the Archaeology of the Ancient Near
East (3-8 April 2006). Vol. 111, Madrid, 323-343.

Valentini, S. 2001
Alcune considerazioni sugli ipogei paleobabilone-
si rinvenuti a Tell Barri/Kahat, Orient-Express 3,
82-85.

Valentini, S. 2003
Le pratiche e ’ideologia funeraria a Tell Barri/ Ka-
hat durante il Bronzo Medio, in relazione all’area
siro-mesopotamica settentrionale, Studi Micenei
ed Egeo-Anatolici 45 (2), 273-305.

van Gennep, A. 1981
Les rites de passage, Paris, (it. ed. Torino).

van Loon, M. N. 1968
First Results of the 1967 Excavations at Tell Selen-
kahiye, AAS 18, 21-32.

van Loon, M. N. (ed.) 2001
Selenkahiye. Final Report on the University of Chi-
cago and University of Amsterdam Excavations in
the Tabga Reservoir, Northern Syria, 19671975,
Istanbul.

109

Veenhof, K. R. 1998

The Death and Burial of Ishtar-Lamassi in Karum
Kanish, in: R. J. van der Speck — G. Haayer (eds.),
Studies in Ancient Near Eastern World View and
Society: Presented to Marten Stol on the Occasion
of his 65" Birthday, 10 November 2005, and his
Retirement from the Vrije Universiteit, Amster-
dam, 97-119.

Vila, E. 2005

Réflexions sur les offrandes animals dans les
tombes de la nécropole de Abu Hamed sur les
piémonts du Bischri (Syria, 3° millénaire av. J.-
C., bronze ancien), in C. Falb — K. Klasnik — J.-W.
Meyer — E. Vila (eds.), Gréber des 3. Jahrtausends
v. Chr. im syrischen Euphrattal. 4. Der Friedhof
von Abu Hamed, Saarwellingen, 336-357.

Whiting, R. M. Jr. 1987
Old Babylonian Letters from Tell Asmar, Assyri-
ological Studies 22, Chicago.

Wilhelm, S. 2000
Formen der Bestattung und anthropologische Ar-
chéologie, AoF 27 (1), 162-166.

Wilhelm, S. 2006
Ancestral Bones. Early Bronze Age Human Skel-
etal Remains from Tell Banat, Syria, BaM 37, 359-
380.

Wilkinson, T. J. 2007
Archaeological Regions in the Neighbourhood
of Carchemish, in: E. Peltenburg (ed.), Euphrates
River Valley Settlement. The Carchemish Sector in
the Third Millennium BC, Levant Suppl. Series 5,
Oxford, 27-42.

Winter, 1. J. 1995
Aesthetics in Ancient Mesopotamian Art, in: J.
Sasson (ed.), Civilizations of the Ancient Near
East. Vol. 111, New York, 2569-2580.

Winter, 1. J. 1999

Reading Ritual in the Archaeological Record: Dep-
osition Pattern and Function of Two Artifact Types
from the Royal Cemetery of Ur, in: H. Kithne —
R. Bernbeck — K. Bartl (eds.), Fluchtpunkt Uruk:
Archéologische Einheit aus methodischer Vielfalt.
Schriften fiir Hans Jorg Nissen, Rahden/Westf.,
229-256.

Wiseman, D. J. 1953
The Alalakh Tablets, Occasional Publications of
the British Institute of Archaeology at Ankara 2,
London.

Witzel, C. — Kreutz, K. 2007
First Results of the Anthropological and Palae-
opathological Examination of the Human Skeletal
Remains Recovered from the Royal Tomb of Tell
Mishrifeh/Qatna, in: D. Morandi Bonacossi (ed.),



110 Candida Felli

Urban and Natural Landscapes of an Ancient Syr-
ian Capital. Settlement and Environment at Tell
Mishrifeh/Qatna and in Central-Western Syria.
Proceedings of the International Conference Held
in Udine, 9-11 December 2004, SAQ 1, Udine,
173-187.

Woolley, C. L. 1921
Carchemish. Report on the Excavations at Jerablus
on Behalf of the British Museum II. The Town De-
fences, Oxford.

Woolley, C. L. 1934
The Royal Cemetery: A Report on the Predynastic
and Sargonid Graves Excavated between 1926 and
1931, UE 2, London.

Woolley, C. L. 1952
Carchemish. Report on the Excavations at Jerablus
on Behalf of the British Museum III, The Excava-
tions in the Inner Town and the Hittite Inscrip-
tions, Oxford.

Woolley, C. L. 1955
Alalakh. An Account of the Excavations of Tell
Atchana in the Hatay, 1937-1949, Oxford.

Woolley, C. L. — Mallowan, M. 1976
Ur Excavations VII, The Old Babylonian Period,
London.

Wright, H. 1969
The Administration of Rural Production in an Ear-
ly Mesopotamian Town, Anthropological Papers
38, Ann Arbor.

Zaccagnini, C. 1973
Lo scambio dei doni nel Vicino Oriente durante
i secoli XV—XIII, Orientis Antiqui Collectio 11,
Roma.

Zeeb, F. 2001
Die Palastwirtschaft in Altsyrien nach den spit-
babylonischen Getreidelieferlisten aus Alalah
(Schicht VII), AOAT 282, Miinster.

Ziegler, N. 1997
Les enfants du palais, Ktema 22, 45-57.

Ziegler, N. 1999
Florilegium Marianum IV, La population féminine
des palais d’aprés les archives royales de Mari: le
harem de Zimri-Lim, Mémoires de N.A.B.U. 5,
Paris.

Zohar, M. 1992
Megalithic Cemeteries in the Levant, in: O. Bar-
Yosef — A. Khazanov (eds.), Pastoralism in the Le-
vant. Archaeological Materials in Anthropological
Perspectives, Monographs in World Archaeology
10, Madison.

Zd6lyomi, G. 1998

The Marriage of Martu: Translation, in: J. A.
Black — G. Cunningham — J. Ebeling — E. Fliick-
iger-Hawker — E. Robson — J. Taylor — G. Z6-
lyomi, The Electronic Text Corpus of Sumerian
Literature (http://etcsl.orinst.ox.ac.uk/), Oxford
1998-2006, last modified 01.06.2003, <http://etcsl.
orinst.ox.ac.uk/cgi-bin/etcsl.cgi?text=t.1.7.1#> (ac-
cessed 19.02.2010).



