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Editorial

The 1980s field researches at Pirro Nord were developed
thanks to the inspired and energetic activity of CLAUDIO
DE GruLr (1938-1988)

by

LoreENZO RoOK

Craupio D GruLr was born in Florence on Sep-
tember 9, 1938, and passed away in Faenza on Novem-
ber 27, 1988. During his later years Claudio’s major
interest was the Neogene and Quaternary vertebrate
record from the Gargano area. The present collection
of contributions on the Pirro Nord local fauna is an
occasion to celebrate him on the twenty-fith anniver-
sary of his death.

CLAuDIO DE GIULI received his degree in Geo-
logical Sciences at the University of Florence in 1967,
under the supervision of Prof. AUGUSTO AZZAROLL
Claudio’s university career began thanks to research
grants from the Iralian National Research Council
(CNR) which he held from 1969 to 1972. From 1973
to 1977 he had teaching posts, first at the University
of Camerino, and then at the University of Florence
where, from 1977, he was Associate Professor in Palae-
ontology.

His fascination for, and professional involvement
with, Vertebrate Palacontology was due to the influ-
ence of Professor AUGUSTO AzzAROLI, who encour-
aged and supported him in establishing the basis of his
scientific career during the CNR fellowship years. Un-
der his guidance, Claudio began to be an expert in fos-
sil horses and in Neogene-Quaternary continental
stratigraphy. His deep interest in field work and in
studying museum collections led him from 1969 to
1972 to visit fossiliferous localities and museums/in-
stitutions in England (London, Bristol), France (Paris,
Lyon, Montpellier), the Netherlands (Amsterdam,
Utrecht), Spain (Madrid, Barcelona), Nigeria (Sokoto
district), and throughout former Soviet Union (Mos-
cow, St. Pctcrsburg, Kiev, Thbilisi). This intense activity
enabled him to establish strong relationships both at
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the human and professional levels (most of the latter
inherited by his later students), and gave him the basis
for a number of scientific publications and research
reports. His experience in Neogene and Quaternary
continental stratigraphy led to his becoming corre-
sponding member of INQUA subcommission “Plio-
cene-Pleistocene Boundary”, and of the IUGS, ICS
Working group on “The N eogene/Quaternary Bound-
ary”. He also collaborated with the INQUA sub-com-
mission on “Mediterranean and Black Sea Shorelines”

At the University of Florence, he contributed to
strength the Vertebrate Palacontology research group,
focusing research activities on the systematic revision
of Villafranchian mammal assemblages, and on the
biochronology and dispersal events of Plio-Pleisto-
cene continental Mammals. Most of his energy and
interest since early 1980s had been targeted on the
evolution, biochronology and paleogeography of the
Neogene and Quaternary vertebrate record of the
Gargano area (Apulia). Although the Claudio’s main
interest in the region was the Mio-Pliocene endemic
vertebrate assemblages of the so called “Mikrotia fau-
na’, he provided a crucial contribution to the first dis-
covery and description of the Early Pleistocene verte-
brate assemblage known since then as “Pirro Nord lo-
cal fauna”. For about ten years Claudio coordinated
the field research at Pirro Nord, contributing to the
assembling of an outstanding fossil vertebrate collec-
tion of this Early Pleistocene fauna. He published a
first paper on the Pirro Nord small mammal fauna
“with Allophaiomys” in 1984 (co-authored with Da-
NILO TORRE), and two additional ones (co-authored
with DANILO TORRE and FEDERICO M ASINI) were
published in 1987, and (posthumously) in 1990. Since
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then colleagues and students from the University of
Florence have continued to carry out geo-paleonto-
logical field work in the Pirro Nord area.

Since the discovery of the late Messinian mammal
fauna of Cava Monticino at Brisighella (Faenza) in the
early ‘80s he had been involved in the study of this im-
portant assemblage, and within this project he organ-
ized the International Workshop on Continental Ver-
tebrates at the Mio/Pliocene boundary, held at Faenza
on March 28-31, 1988. Sadly, in the same year Clau-
dio was struck by a fatal heart attack while he was
working on the proceedings of the workshop.

In his role as Professor, Claudio educated and in-
spired many students, and some of them went on to
hold Faculty positions (one of them being the writer).
His enthusiasm for Palacontology was contagious,
and he delighted in talking to those who shared his
passion, whether they were professional palacontolo-
gists or not. His love for field work and his enthusias-
tic presence is still missed by all who knew him and
had the pleasure of working and studying with him.

References

1970

DE Gruwr, C. (1970): Linamenti geologici, morfologici ¢ pale-
ontologici dell'Isola di Pianosa. — “Parco Nazionale Insulare
di Pianosa nel Mar Tirreno”, C.R.S.T.S., Firenze, pp. 11-15.

DEe Giuwy, C. (1970): On the type of Equus stenonis Cocchi. -
Palacontographia Italica 68: 35-49.

Dk Gruwy, C., FiccargLLl, G. & ToORRE, D. (1970): Missione
paleontologica nella provincia di Sokoto (NW' Nigeria).
Nota Preliminare. — Boll. Soc. Geol. It. 89: 547-556.

1972

AzzaroLl, A., DE Giur, C., FiccareLrl, G. & ToRre, D.
(1972): An aberrant Mososaurus from the Upper Creta-
ceous of North Western Nigeria. Preliminary report. — Ac-
cad. Naz. Lincei, Rendiconti, Classe Sci. Mat. Fisiche e
Naturali ser. 8, 52 (3): 53-56.

1973

AzzaroLl, A, DE Gruil, C., FiccareLLl, G. & TORRE, D.
(1973): Le squelette du Mososauridé Goroniosaurus nige-
riensis (SWINTON). — Coll. Inter. CNRS 218: 457-459,
«Probémes actuels de Paléontologic, Evolution des Verté-
brés>.

1974

DE Grut, C. & E1SENMANN, V. (1974): Caractéres distinctifs
des premicres phalanges antérieures et postérieures chez
certains équidés actuels et fossiles. — Bull. Soc. Géol. France
16 (7): 352-361.

DE GruLl, C. & EISENMANN, V. (1974): Caractéres distinctifs
entre vrais z¢bre (Equus zebra) et zebres de Chapman

(Equus burchielli antiquorum) d’aprés I'érude de 60 tétes
osseuses. — Mammalia 38: 509-543.

De Grutl, C. & HEINTZ, E. (1974): Gazella borbonica (Bovi-
dae, Artiodactyla, Mammalia) nouvel élément de la faune
villafranchienne de Montopoli, Valdarno Inferieur, Pisa,
Italie. — Atti Soc. Toscana Sci. Nat., Mem. ser. A, 81: 227-
237

Dk Gruwy, C. & HEINTZ, E. (1974): Croizetoceros ramosus (Cer-
vidae, Artiodactyla, Mammalia) de Montopoli, nouvel él¢-
ment de la faune villafranchienne d’Italie. - Atti Soc. Tos-
cana Sci. Nat.,, Mem., ser. A, 81: 241-251.

1975

AMBROSETTI P.L., Ar1AS, C., Bicazz1, G., BONADONNA, EP,
Dk Grull, C, GirorrTl, O., KUKLA, A., IACCARINO, S.,
MALATESTA, A., MazzaNTI, R., RADICATI, P. & TRE-
visaN, L. (eds.) (1975): Guide Book, Meeting INQUA
Subcommission on Mediterranean and Black Sea shore-
lines. — Pisa — Perugia — Tarquinia, march-april 1975,
1-34.

AzzaroLl, A., DE Giur, C., FiIccARELLI, G. & TORRE, D.
(1975): Late Cretaceous Mososaurus from the Sokoto dis-
trict, Nigeria. — Accad. Naz. Lincei, Mem., Classe Sci. Mat.
Fisiche ¢ Naturali, ser. 8, 13 (2): 21-34.

DE Grutr, C. (1975): The geological sequence of the Val di Chi-
ana and its correlation with the Upper Valdarno series. — In:
AMBROSETTI, P.L., Ar1as, C., Bicazzi, G., BONADON-
NA, EP, DE GiuLi, C,, GIROTTL O., KUKLA, A ., JACCA-
RINO, S., MALATESTA, A., MAzzANTI, R., RaDICATI, P.
& TREVISAN, L. (eds.): Guide Book, Meeting INQUA
Subcommission on Mediterranean and Black Sea shore-
lines, pp. 10-13, Pisa.

1979

AMBROSETTI, P, BARTOLOMEIL G., DE GiuLi, C. & TORRE,
D. (1979): La breccia ossifera di Slivia (Aurisina-Sistiana)
nel Carso di Trieste. - Boll. Soc. Paleontol. It. 18: 207-220.

1980

AMBROSETTI, P, CicgaLa FuLGost, E, DE Giull, C. & Viat-
L1, V. (1980): Mammiferi del Pleistocene Inferiore. — “I Ver-
tebrati Fossili Iraliani”, Catalogo della Mostra, pp. 217-226,
Verona.

BorskeLLl, V., DE GiuLl, C, FiIccAarREeLLL, G. & MAzziNi, M.
(1980): Casa Frata: una nuova localita fossilifera del Val-
darno Superiore presso Terranova Bracciolini. — Boll. Soc.
Paleontol. Ir. 19: 254-258.

DEe Grutr, C. (1980): La fauna di Maglie (Lecce). — “I Vertebrati
Fossili Italiani”, Catalogo della Mostra, p. 241, Verona.

1982

ARrias, C., AzzaRroLl, A, Bicazzi, G., BOoNADONNA, EP,
CoraLoNGo, M.L., DE GiuLl, C., FiIcCARELLI, G., PAsI-
N1, G., PELOSIO, G., RAFFL, S, R10, D., SARTONI, S. &
TORRE, D. (1982): Marine and continental stratigraphic
framework for the western Mediterrancan Pliocene and
Pleistocene. — IN O\IJA Congress, Moscow.

AzzarolLl A., DE GruLl, C., FiccareLLl, G. & TORRE, D.
(1982): Table of the stratigraphic distribution of terrestrial



The 1980s field researches at Pirro Nord 3

mammalian faunas in Iraly from the Pliocene to the carly
middle Pleistocene. — Geografia Fisica e Dinamica Quater-
naria 5: 55-58.

Cassour, PE, DE Gruwr, C,, RapmiLer, A.M. & SEGRE, A.G.
(1982): Giacimento del Paleolitico inferiore a Malagrotta
(Roma). — Atti della XXIII Riunione Scientifica dell Istituto
Iraliano di Preistoria e Protostoria, pp. 531-549, Firenze.

1983

DEe Gruwi, C. (1983): Aspetti paleontologici della successione
del Valdarno Superiore ¢ del Bacino di arezzo. - “I depositi
fluvio-lacustri del Valdarno Superiore”, Gruppo informale
Sedimentologia, CN.R., pp. 19-23, Firenze.

Dk Grut, C. (1983): Le faune pleistoceniche del Salento 1 - La
fauna di S.Sidero 3. - I Quaderni del Musco di Maglie 1:
45-84.

DE GruLy, C., FICCARELLY, G., Mazza, P. & TORRE, D. (1983):
Confronto tra successioni marine e continentali del Plioce-
ne ¢ Pleistocene inferiore in Italia ¢ nell’area mediterranea.
- Boll. Soc. Paleontol. Ir. 22: 323-328.

DE Gruir, C., FONTANA, D., GASPERL G. & TORRE, D. (1983):
Sezione pleistocenica con resti di Elephas antiquus presso
Capalbio (Toscana meridionale, provincia di Grosseto). —
Boll. Soc. Geol. Ir. 102: 281-288.

DEe Gruwr, C. & MASINT E (1983): A new element of the late
Villafranchian (Tasso Unit) faunas of Italy: occurrence of
Ovibovini (Bovidae, Artiodactyla, Mammalia) in the fauna
of Casa Frata (Upper Valdarno, Tuscany). — Boll. Soc. Pale-
ontol. Ir. 22: 271-280.

1984

DE Gruiy, C. & Torrg, D. (1984): A microfauna with A4/o-
phaiomys pliocaenicus from Gargano (Southern Italy). ~Pal-
acontographia Italica 73: 116-128.

DEe Gruiy, C. & Torre, D. (1984): Species interrelationships
and evolution in the Pliocene endemic faunas of Apricena
(Gargano Peninsula, Iraly). — Géobios, Mém. Spec. 8: 379~
383.

1985

CosTta, G.P,CoraLonGo, M.L,, DE Giurr, C., MARABINTL S.,
MasiNT, E, TORRE, D. & Var, G.B. (1985): Latest Messin-
ian vertebrate fauna preserved in a paleokarst-neprunian
dyke setting (Brisighella, Northern Apennines). — Le
Grotte d'Italia 12 (4) (1984-1985): 221-235.

DE GruLy, C,, MasINT, F. & TORRE, D. (1985): Effetto arcipela-
go: un esempio nelle faune fossili del Gargano. — Boll. Soc.
Paleontol. It. 24: 191-193.

1986

Dk Gruwr, C.,, MasING, E, Torre, D. & Boppi, V. (1986): En-
demism and biochronological reconstructions: the Garga-
no case history. - Boll. Soc. Paleontol. It. 25: 267-276.

1987

DE Giuy, C. (1987): The latest villafranchian faunas of Italy.
The Selvella local fauna in the southern Chiana valley, Um-
bria. — Palacontographia Italica 74: 11-50.

DE Gruir, C. & MASINT, E (1987): The latest villafranchian fau-
nas of Italy. The Casa Frata local fauna (Upper Valdarno,
Tuscany). — Palacontographia Iralica 74: 1-9.

DE GruLl, C. MASINL E & TORRE, D. (1987): The latest villa-
franchian faunas of Italy. The Pirro Nord local fauna (Gar-
gano). — Palacontographia Iralica 74: S1-62.

DE Gruiy, C,, MasiNg E, TorrE, D. & Boppr, V. (1987): Evo-
lution of endemic mammal faunas in the Gargano Neogene
(Italy): the problem of endemic variation as a chronological
tool. — Ann. Inst. Geol. Publ. Hungar. 70: 137-140.

Dk Gruw, C, Masing, E, ToRRE, D. & VALLERI, G. (1987):
Mammal migrations events in the emerged areas of the
Apulian platform during the Neogene. — Gior. Geol,, ser. 3,
48 (1/2): 145-162.

Dk Giuws, C,, Masing, E, ToRRE, D. & VALLERI, G. (1987):
Paleogeography and mammal faunas in the Apulo-Dalmat-
ic area. — Ann. Inst. Geol. Publ. Hungar. 70: 471-476.

DE Giurs, C., Masing, E & VALLERI, G. (1987): Paleogeo-
graphic evolution of the Adriatic arca since Oligocene to
Pleistocene. - Riv. It. Paleontol. e Stratigr. 93: 109-126.

1988

Azzarouil, A, DE Gruil, C., FiccareLLl, G. & TORRE, D.
(1988): Late Pliocene to early mid-Pleistocene mammals in
Eurasia: faunal succession and dispersal events. — Palacoge-
ogr., Palaeoecol., Palaeoclimatol. 66: 77-100.

AzzaroLl, A, DE Gruwl, C., FICCARELLL, G. & TORRE, D.
(1988): Mammal succession of the Plio-Pleistocene of Iraly.
— Mem. Soc. Geol. It. 31 (1986): 213-218.

Dk Gruir, C, FicCARELLL, G. & TORRE, D. (1988): Mammal
sequences and biostratigraphy. — Mem. Soc. Geol. It. 31
(1986): 131-133.

DEe Gruwl, C. MasiNg E, TORRE, D., BENERICETTI, A., COs-
TA, G.P, FoseLrLa, M. & Samri, M. (1988): The mammal
fauna of the Monticino Quarry. — In: DE Gruty, C. & Vai,
G.B. (eds.): Fossil vertebrates in the Lamone Valley, Romag-
na, Apennines. — Field trip guidebook, pp. 65-69, Faenza.

Dk Gruwr, C. & Var, G.B (1988): Fossil Vertebrates in the La-
mone valley, Romagna, Apennines. — Field trip guidebook,
pp- 1-76, Facnza.

E1ISENMANN, V., ALBERDI, M.T,, DE G1uLl, C. & STAESCHE,
U. (1988): Studying Fossil Horses. — Methodology 1: 71
pp-» E.J. Brill, New York.

1989
De Gruir, C. (1989): The rodents of the Brisighella latest Mio-
cene fauna. — Boll. Soc. Paleontol. Ir. 28 (2-3): 197-212.

1990

DE GruLr, C., Masint, E & Torrg, D. (1990): Differences in
FOD and LOD patterns of the late Neogene Muroidea of
Europe. — Paléobiologic Continentale 17: 259-267.

DE Gruir, C, Masing E & Torre, D. (1990): Island ende-
mism in the Eastern Mediterranean mammalian paleofau-
nas: radiation patterns in the Gargano paleo-archipelago.
~ Atcti Accad. Naz. Lincei 85: 247-262.

Dk Giuil, C.,, MASINT, E. & TorrE, D. (1990): The latest villa-
franchian faunas of Italy. The Pirro Nord local fauna (Apri-
cena, Gargano). - Quartarpaliontologie 8: 29-34.





