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The Institute of Musical Acoustics („Wiener Klangstil“) celebrates its 30-year anniversary with Vienna Talk 2010, 
a three-day Symposium on Music Acoustics bringing together internationally renowned researchers, scholars, 
and instrument makers. The motto “Bridging the Gaps” re�ects a central concern of the Institute: to initiate a 
dialogue between artists, instrument makers and scientists, a dialogue that often does not take place because 
of existing fundamental differences in terminology, approaches, or simply ways of thinking.

Bridges between these disciplines can already be found among the members of the Institute. All of them have, 
in addition to their education as physicists, technicians, instrument makers, or musicologists, a strong musical 
background. Since its formation in 1980, the Institute has always been striving to bridge the gaps between 
music and physics and between artists and scientists. It was established as a competence center of Music 
Acoustics, a �eld that did not exist in Austria before. Many innovative ideas and products bear witness of the 
creative power of the team, such as the measuring systems and techniques for various musical instruments that 
have been developed to help instrument makers and musicians solve some of their speci�c problems.

Originally founded as a one-man concern to remedy the lack of knowledge about manufacturing original Vi-
ennese orchestral instruments, the Institute successfully developed into an internationally recognized research 
and education center that is considered to be leading in speci�c areas. We are proud of this Institute, because 
on the one hand it re�ects the wide scienti�c range of our university, and on the other hand it is representative 
of the dialogue between arts and sciences. Congratulations for this anniversary and all the best for the future!

Mit besten Grüßen
Ihr Werner Hasitschka

PREFACE

o.Univ.-Prof. Mag. Dr. Werner Hasitschka
Rector of the University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna 
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