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lieved that the main objective should be a “total ruralization” 

of the districts, based on the experience of the Agro Pontino 

and that, with the exception of Addis Abeba, there should be 

only a limited growth of urban centers. Local strategic plan-

ning projects had to apply a rigid “ethnic zoning”, with the 

city divided into separate quarters according to ethnicity and 

religion, and ensure an effective military control of the urban 

area. City plans for Addis Abeba – the capital of the empire 

– are precise applications of the principles established in the 

1937 conference.

GHERARDO BOSIO. CITIES AND ITALIAN 

ARCHITECTURE FOR EAST AFRICA (1936-1939)

Riccardo Renzi

This paper deals with the role of the Italian engineer and 

architect Gherardo Bosio (1903-1941) in planning the main 

Ethiopian towns and cities during years 1936-1939, with par-

ticular reference to the main buildings he designed. Bosio 

arrived in 1936 as a volunteer officer after the end of the 

military operations in Italian East Africa, and he was immedi-

ately commissioned for the preparation of the Strategic Town 

Planning Projects for the cities of Gondar, Dessiè, Gimma 

and for an intervention on that of Addis Abeba together with 

another technician, Harar. These assignments were also ex-

tended to the design of the main institutional city buildings 

(courts, government buildings, theatres, research and study 

centers, museums, markets, etc.), although many of them 

were not subsequently built by local governors. This paper 

follows the formal evolution of the most important civic build-

ings designed by Bosio in Italian East Africa until 1939, when 

he was appointed by the Italian government to direct the 

Albanian Construction and Urban Planning Central Office. 

Thanks to this, he was able to implement the Strategic Plan-

ning Projects of the cities and the main public buildings of 

the country. Considered among the finest examples of Italian 

architecture between the two wars, these buildings combine 

the most mature expression of his colonial African projects, 

designed shortly before, which today allow a clearer under-

standing of them.

EXPORTING THE ITALIAN EXPERIENCE: STUDIES FOR 

THE PROTECTION OF THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE

Marco Pretelli, Giulia Favaretto, Leila Signorelli

There were at least 125 “new cities” constructed between 

1922 and 1943 in Italy: a period in which architecture was 

given the task of accompanying and narrating the conquests 

of the regime. Unbridled and relentless, the building pro-

gramme promoted by the Fascist regime did not limit itself to 

the “cities of the Duce” but went further: not only spreading 

to other urban centres of Italy but also going beyond national 

boundaries and occupying new territories overseas. This pa-

per provides a survey of this field, outlines future work involv-

ing both the analysis and the preservation of the architectural 

heritage overseas, and develops the theme of the transfer of 

experiences to the Dodecanese, Ethiopia and Albania by ar-

chitects who, in the years of the Fascist regime, also worked 

in Romagna. These included on the one hand local figures 

such as Arnaldo Fuzzi from Forlì, Guido Savini from Rimini 

and Giuseppe Vaccaro from Bologna and, on the other, ar-

chitects from Rome such as Florestano Di Fausto, Cesare 

Valle and Cesare Bazzani. These were engineers and archi-

tects who left an indelible mark on these territories and who, 

in so doing, left a new challenge to the contemporary world: 

that of the transmission of their knowledge and experience 

to the future.

A CARCASSONNE OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. THE 

RECONSTRUCTION OF THE CITADEL OF RHODES 

AS A FACSIMILE OF THE FORTIFIED CITY OF THE 

KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM

Ezio Godoli

The reconstruction of the image of the town of the Knights of 

Rhodes played a key role in conveying the idea of the Ital-

ian military occupation of the Dodecanese as the reconquest 

for Christianity of an archipelago at the borders of Europe 

snatched from Islamic rule. A few months after landing, some 

officers of the Engineer Corps began to restore the most im-

portant monumental buildings starting from the Hospital of 
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