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PREFACE

; ; ‘onze Ace inc s jewellery, costume
N sject of KOSMOS in the Aegean Bronze Age includes Jewe ery, f
The subject o . lours, pigments, and textiles. The reason for this choice o
AEones, tpsp acolmietl, C? 0?1. iillz Ié“(,‘it"ll'(,'i] carried out currently at the Danish National
i s our wish to merge the textile rese: s e i R s
subject was ou Wl‘?h B E > for Textile Research, with the major research topic of Robert
Research Foundation’s Centre for
PR I 2t "?-‘H{:l i ) w a ) W A hes 1{_:.‘5' 'lll(l
Ldffm(,l”_,_lt‘:')L%Mg)S volume addresses the issues of textile production, 'L(?.S.llllllt‘\_, 6 yl * -
P # llery, aesthetics, body adornment, luxury and exotic items, gender a l.
. - 5. lewelle dCe 3 ; : 3 1c. tec
pigments, colours, jewe i 1l as their social, religious, ideological, economic, Lccilllol(ggit(l ;
[i.:mininity/l-l-mscu11r11l.y_,I dl.s we 1( .‘ nnccfions In: the Bronze Age. men, women-and. chilires
administrative and philological co o s to express their gender, age and
‘.1(111111 1[11.111 o ‘:'ltll‘mlt:rlt% wée)arjewellely and adorn themselves to express their gender, ge
would dress in gz S,
status amatic changes. Palace cultures rose
status. societies underwent dramatic changes. Palac )
. -ONZe leties underwe ol
ing the Bronze Age, soc : : ed into stric atrolled systems with
-Du} s Ll- lace-monitored textile industries evolved into strictly conti o.l'hc y i
and fell. The palacen tive procedures for monitoring sheep flocks, allocating wool, SL] ﬁ
sophisticated administrativ : ' . ) ol seems like at nearly a
sophisticated dd(]:I[‘; and also sanctioning shortfalls and deficits. It seems l[l‘kd}'ll thatL ulh}h"m
; tion targets and also . S S - tion. Textile research has
proaan ?d- ?Jd children would take active part in [(_thllt production 1(’};{(1?'11 tl'li; activity
s W(nlnltll dtimc consuming textile production is, and it can be con_dm (:I( [_c] . (‘)(iuctio.lxl
reasured how time-con: R R i e ; . Textile pr
- [}( ned a constant occupation for the majority of any poptild_twp l'L'X ”l,r e
must have ()rmli. ‘w]e i'“ Greek mythology: Penelope at her loom, l.hl]()lrl(; a anc “i qtflll u; A
eqllau}/ playhdfxt:?clmc’s web. These mythical heroines reflect the importance and status
weaving, and Arachne oy .
2 ‘tion in Greek society. _ able resource for trade during the
textile pr o_(lucuon 1 s as well as textiles constituted a valuable resource for trade dui g e
Precious metals 25 :V;' ](‘ >-term value-added commodities and can even be regarded as
-onze Age; they were stable, long- i : NS el or specific to
Bronze Agh lh(.():/ in this pl‘CJ—IIIUI'l(:‘[ilI'}’ economy. This pllcnmnulon 18 not 11(;%1 10:1 le lerare
: > urre * A Y s SR p Ty : 1etals were
alpec Luuu}l'yr in the 2nd millennium BC, in the Near East, textiles, wool anc ¢
> Aegean: earlie ymeie———"— Siieitas tradenatoarks.
”mALi ':1'1(1 constant elements in the ()I(J-Abb}’lldll.tl ddt. ‘ntltl\t!(.) e AR
integral ¢ ean scholar who has marked research on texti es, ac § Breh it codihes
T s ST : < - X e . “YErLs i LA LE
e A'Lgtfltll] ut doubt Elizabeth Barber. Her fundamental monog: aph ?f{* HLl e
' ) witho . inspired the next generation of scholar:
S T!ll r many scholarly papers have inspired the next 8L11;.“11m?“ .:)(nltl'ilJl:liO“ by
. ar - <l . N 5 - = A 3
e % et sent volume. Regrettably we were not able to l)u]? 1-"k1‘l i one of Greece’s
. . o ese . 1 S IR &, WA " as - ¥ b
publish in |_11_1,~. Ilil} ho sadly passed away in March 2010. Youlie Spantida ]1 wlas S
2 | — L I I's s . . oo B it ariv netv ! !
-l paoten I’:V wnd she was involved in a series of international scholarly ne \z ) e
o it T sy g b h Wl ; i B i e itz 1tV as =3
g < s LXECE‘ (;,cc Her training in natural sciences as well as hcjl 'Ldl)i?l[‘-ll ) ;m This
enresente recce. C i i - ol the past. :
e LSUILLI ",'111 the necessary assets to understand textile production o &
specialist gave her @ : < ie Spantidaki.
\»p(l,u;:l:ig i’{cdicuwd to Elizabeth Barber a:;d Youllf- 15.I()‘d(:;)t£l;11'1geﬂ termed KOSMOS. Jewellery,
Lt ' : ational Aegean conlerence m Copenhe . “foroettable
The 13th 11-1L(:‘1'11rll1011;11 J}t,,?‘;‘n Bronze Age will for many reasons remain uu{o! 8“““})]‘1
ment and Textiles in the Aegean Bronze Age e : niversité de Liege anc
g Tml{ hﬂmnunity The conference was organised E)?r 1;;:: Um‘i‘;l((‘TR) Uni{:,t.!-gily
: scholarly cor e ion’s Centre for Textile Researc AAR), S1t
to the scholarly ch Foundation’s Centre for Tex S i
anish National Research Foundd : : ‘or a scholarly community for which
e take place in the end of April 2010. For a scholarly cor nf(,rcl"lz‘» -
| g o =Y P, < S . S i ST M) SELTEY = <l
of Copenhagen, (o ‘1 of]S‘mtm‘ini represents a focal point, this Aege (1111 : o Eyjafjallajokull
z manradiaRs e _ PR o i R = rolc: 3 ALl »
e it g i ther volcanic eruption, this time the IC(,lclll?l‘]: VO u‘;]l C 1}?\((,‘1]@ blocked
Arke : 4 IO in airports around the world or we DC
marked us by ye olleagues stranded in airports arc
ar ed Aegean colleagues . _ s of abstracts, programs, name-
More than hundred 0‘1 g;biiitY to travel. In Copenhagen, books of Llhs.ulaclzE P ?11‘10-(,1,1 'l:()wn
3 L+ JOSE . e, o L he enh; » !
i A i) Imd assistants, hotel rooms, dinners, receptions at the 1(?1;1} : : ‘_?u.mm“lv
tags, student lltlp{fwlst(ioml Museum and Carlsberg Glyptotek, all were ‘-*lt‘”; ?;LJI’ be s
Teife - o Al h " '.,‘_‘ e ARG b ANCell: s I
Al isitwat the [1 k;f clear from volcanic ash. As the hours passed, and car K (im bortant
i y S o NS 'y 2 P 1 T e T e e 3 ¢ 3
it gumlh’ldlfl'( » l over the world came pouring in, it became necessary to ta porte
nerate e-mails [rom ¢
desperate e-ma
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DUCTION IN MYCENAEAN THEBES.

TEXTILE PRO
A FIRST OVERVIEW"

The project

ts, one of the major concerns of the Mycenaean
nce for such an industry, while known
Is, has not yet been systematically investigated.

‘ W_hat we present here is a tentative reconstruction of the organization of the textile
p1 'TJ(.IUCI.]O]'I at Thebes, combining both textual and archacological evidence, based 011‘ t.l :
preliminary results of the project Mycenaean Textiles. Texts and Conlexts: The fi‘TU;’:(irf'."f.e“f’ [rom !}1 L
Kadmeia of Thebes (€ Egopeia [LICA., Thebes; CTR - Gentre for Textile Research, (lop(':'lillil .(:tl'll)(.

In this reconstruction the two major issues of centralization/ (I(—:ccntralimlicmg-m(i
pm(%uclion/ administration will be discussed. Some of the questions we will try to ;umwcr(.'u‘ .
the following. Were there different areas ol textile production and/or storage in the Kadtnl—:ii
or was the production fully centralized? Which was the distribution of the textile-related cm[{-
units and craft activities within the Mycenaean town? Does the pattern emerging from the

tablets fit the archaeological evidencer

- Inthe framework of the project, the study
of archaeological contexts were undertaken by
q)ll-l)., University of Udine, Italy) and Vassilis Aravantinos (€ Egopeia ILK.A., Thebes), loannis
l;appas (Ph.D., ®’ Egopela TLK.A., Thebes, and Aristotle University of "l'l'lcssaloniki}}, Alhin;.i
I apadaki (@ Egopgia [LK.A., Thebesand Ph.D. Candidate in Prehistoric Archaeology, University
L'\l Heidelberg) and Francgoise Rougemont (CNRS, UMR 7041, Archéologie et Scienccsidz-
1 Antiquité, Nanterre). The review of the administrative documents from Mycenaean ’[”hchcg
related to textiles has been carried out (ICEVO - CNR, Rome) srid

’ by Maurizio Del Freo
Francoise Rougemont (CNRS, Nanterre).

The modern town of Thebes was built directly above the many levels of the ancient and
medieval town. Throughout theyears, rescue excavationsby the © 'EgopeiaILK.A. (Archaeologi sal
Museum of Thebes) have brought o light many parts of the ancient settlement(s).! E;IE[;

Linear B tex

As is well known from the
1¢ archucological evide

}”f‘l“CCS was the textile industry. Tl
of by means of various small detai

and publication of the findings from a number
a team of scholars: Maria Emanuela Alberti

{ yvarious months of work at the Archaeological Muscum of Thebes
pc(}])lc, which is not possible to mention in detail here 'l'hi§
inspirzllion and support ol both the Museum ()i"l'hcbc'«a anu-l
and 2010), a scholarship of the Greek (‘-(l\’{!l'l;lll(‘lli
a grant from the Medilerranean Archacological ' 'ﬁn‘!

is the fruit o
poperation of many
ible without the
(2007, 2008, 2009
| Award (2009) and

The picture prcscuw(l here
from 2006 to 2010 and the ¢
work would not have been poss
CTR. An INSTAP Research Grant
(2007-2008), a Michael Ventris Memorit
(2010) funded the bulk of the activity.
Abbreviations used in the text for the more frequently quoted books and articles:

ANDERSSON et al. (Iimh(:oming): E. ;'\Nl)l'lRSS()N, MLE. ALBERTI, V. ARAVANTINOS, 1. FAPPAS, A
PAPADAKI, F. ROU(‘-!‘lI\'I()N’I‘s “Textile Tools from Thebes, Greece,” in E. ANDERSSON and M.-L. N(JSl(IIl.
xls (['01'lhccming). '

Helladic I Pottery,” in Foudlles Cadmeée 11.2, 11-180.

(eds), Tools, Textiles and Conte )
ANDRIKOU 2006: L. ;'\NI)RIK()U‘ “The Late % o —_——
CGODART, A. SACCONI, “La chronologic du Lincaire

ARAVANTINOS el al. 2006: V. ARAVAN'I'IN()S, L
B,” in Fouilles Cadinée 1.2, 285-25 7. . 3
ARAVANTINOS and ALBERTI 92006: V. ARAVANTINOS and M.E. ALBERTI, “The Balance Weights from
s o Thebes,” in ME. ALBERTL B ASCALONE and L. PEYRONEL (eds), Weigls in Contex.
Bronze Age Weighing System’ of fs'mr‘m‘r?'M{fﬁ’iﬂm'm-ner.-.n. Chronology, 9",’1‘}) ”""{5—"’ M”"m{” (f"””d' Archaeological Context,
Proceedings of the International Colloguium, Rome, 22:24 November -—U(f"f (Studi 3 Materiali 13, 2006) 293-314.
DAKOURILHILD 2005: A. I)AK()URI-I [ILD, “Breaking the Mould? Production and Economy in the Theban
i SAROURH LD #nd S. SHERRATT (eds), Autochton. Papers presented 1o O.1 K. Dickinson on
the occasion of his retivement (2005) 207-224. ; qOTRE :

DEL FREO and R()U(;EM()N'I' (tbr[h('(mnng): M. Dl','L FREO and F. ROUGEMONT, “Observations sur
I séric OF de Thebes,” at the 53" International Congress of Boeotian Studies, Thebes ll]l_|~.;
September 2005.
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€xcavation has been labeled with the
year of excavation: ¢.g. Kofini 2005, History in Thebes ¢
comparison of the evidence from these varioyg
recorded and publishe in a wide |

As for the last Mycenae

) : _ : .d by the
name of the owner gf the excavated plot, followed by tl

N he
an only he reconstructed through t

¥ i aval ’d
plots, which llzzppcn to have been excavated,
ange of differeny levels.

an phase of (he Kadmeia, (he | .

I11B, according to previous observations and EXCavations, (e main destruction episodes (l-t'-_
layers) had }?C(fl'] identified, ope during L4 IIB1 ang the other a4 the end of 1LH IIII&?. FU]_
many plots, in recen years this Phasing identificatioy, had begun o be questioned, in favoul
ol a major destruction event during 1,1 B2 I a¢e. Such plots would include the Loukou _Pl"[
(“Ivo:y Wm‘kshop"), the Pavluyiammpr)ulou plot (_“Armouz‘y"), the Lianga plot (“Room of tlI.C
Sealings”) and the Tzortzi plog (“'Trt‘:tsul‘y" and “Room of the Pithoi”). If this hypothesis 15
accepted, for all thege areas the main destruction would therefore have been contemporary
with those at the Soteriou-l)ougckuu plot and (he Pelopidoy CXcavations (LH I11B2).2 By the

way, many of these plots are not ['ully published and thijs c]n'mu;lr;qic;ll proposal has to be
considered with some caution, :

For the project, the Plots that haye been inclyde
Soteriou Dougekoy (1970-71)

on the top of (he hill, 1
64 and 1994-95) and Pelopidoy street ( IEJFL%-E)S)

ate Helladic (LH henceforth)

d in the work are (sce PL XXV{E«?
Ooukoy (1980)), I’m-']o)-'iammpoulou (196

: S 1
. . : ; on the higher -astern slopes, (J]:‘lswduu_fol
(1985) and 51’-3“’12“15(1985"4) on the lowes( castern slopcs, not far from the hypothetical location

of the Homoloides Gates, an Kofini (2005), on the lowes( south-eastern slopes, not far from
the Elektrai Gates. According o the new dating Proposal, the main destruction of these plots
would have been occurred conl,en'lpm‘zmcuusIy with an carthquake at (he end of the LH [IIB?/
transition to the LH I1]C. Early, giving us llypothclically a picture of the late Mycenaean pﬂh‘“a]
phase at Thebes. These CXCavations, with (he EXception of the Sotcl'iou—l')nu,_,)-ck(,u plot, are
known only through prcliminzn'y Or partia] Publicationg - are still under seudy.

In these structures, the large majrn‘ity of the pottery assemblage includes coarse,
medium-coarse and plain fine wares: storage, (:m.)king, pourin;i- and drinki.nq vessels. Mediunr
sized storage vessels are specially commeoy, Small amouyy of fine decorated pottery are also
present. This pattern of sh;.lpcs {its very well with an utilitarigy function of the involved areas.
Actuzlll}’, from the excavation TEPOTLs it seems that thege architeeruryg] units were all dedicated
to some working or utilitarian activities, wigl, Lools of v

and one or more bath-tubs embedded o the flooy,

3 ‘ . 2 LS P S
arious kings, including textile tools,
administration (Linear B tablets, inscribe

' - ; -aces of
Some of these units yielded also traces h
: i i ’ i )
and unmscrihed nodules, seals and sealings) and/¢

Floreant: S, DEGER ‘];'\[_,K()'I'?ZY, 5: IIILLER, 0. PANAGL. (eds), Flovean Studia Myeenaea. Akten des X
inlernationalen mykenologischen ¢ olloquinms iy, f)'a!‘-;b.w;{ vom 1-5 mai 19gs (1999), ' ,
Fouilles Cadme [ V.L. ARAV{\N'I‘IN()S' [ (;OI)A\RT. Al Sa\(l(]f)l\‘[,.'!'h.f’i;r'\'. Fouilles de ta Cadmée 1. Les
tablettes en Linéaiye B de la Odgs Pelopido. Fui

ion el commentagyp (Biblioterq di “Pasiphae” 1, 2001). .
Fouilles Cadmee I2: F. ;‘\Nl)RIK()U, V. .-'\R;'\V;\N'J'[N()S, I GODART AL S,-;(:'J{If{)Nl, J. VROOM, Thebes.

Fouilles de tq ¢ sadmée 11.2. [ .o lableties ey | Anéaire B, la Ovdos Pelopidoy. | € contexte archéologique. La céramigut
de la Odos Pelopidow et 14 f.'in'mmlng'a'r* du Linéaire 3 (Bibliotecq g “Pasiphee” I1.2, 2006). ‘ ,
louilles Cadmée 111: v 1, AR AV NTINOS, L. GODART. A. SACCONI, Thopes Fouwilles de la Cadmée 11, Corpus
des documents | archives en [Lingai re B de Thipes (1-433) (Bibliotecq “Pasiphae” 3. 9 )2),

Fouilles Cadmee 1y- V.L. ARAVA NTINOS, M. DEL FREO, L. GODA RT, A, SACCONI, Thebes. Fouwilles de la

Cadmée IV, Les textps 4, Thebes (1433 ). Transtitération et tableay (o seribes (Bibliotecq d “Pasiphae” 4, 2005).
PITEROS et al. 199¢- Chr. PITER( S, J-P. OLIVIER and J.L. My LN,

ey TR y "Les iIlHt'l'i])lit)ll:i en Lindaire _15 {‘I;;
nodules de Theles (1982): 1a [ouille, Jeg ([m;nnwms, les Possibilitay (I'imm‘pr(-[;niun," BCH 114 (1990) 10
184,

TT I Th, SPYROPOULOS and J. CHADWICK. The Thebes Tablets 11

s - ; : . (Minos Supl. 1V, 1975), At

I An overview can he found in K l)lf,M,-'\.l\()l’()UI,()[n', “Palatial ang Domestic Architecture in I\",\’f‘”“‘“"'7
Thebes,” in p, 1);'\]{('.'(‘)’[)!{ and R, TREULL, (eds), L habitas égéen Préhistorique (B Suppl. 19, 1990) "“I) t
317 and in v, r‘-\R:\Vz‘\N'I']N()S, "Old and Neyw Evidence fir the Palagiy Society of Mycenacan Thebes: an
Outline,” in POLITEIA 613-629. 4 ' —_—

2 ARAVANTINOS ¢ al. 2006. See also: V. ARAVANTINC S, “Mycenaean Texts and Contexts at Thebes: “},(,
Discovery of New Linear B Archiyes on the Kadmeig,” i), Floreant 1 4574 (51); E. ANDRIKOU, “The Pottery
from the Destruction Layer of the Linear Archive iy Pelopidoy Street, Thebes,™ in Floreant 79-102 (87);
ANDRIKOU 2006, 56-59; A. DA KOURIL 1D,

" e X "= wneidared:
“The House of Kadmos in Mycenacan Thebes Reconsidere
Architecture, (,'ln'unt_}lt)gy and Contexy,” BSA 96 (2001) 81-199 (106-7).
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Part I : Contexts

Thebes, Kofini Plot 2005

i 2005. R st T
e LRl e I par the Kadmeia,
- Kk, Vassilis ATERCR ,tl e southeastern part of v
Excavation: © Egopeia ILK.A., 1d Dirkis Streets, in the s
weavalion: ey i
jon: between Pelop
Location: betwe )
ar fi > Flektrai Gates. N
ar from the Ele s it T e
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gt ! .fnd Pelopidou street (1993-

Thebes, Pavloyiannop hop” plot (1980)

Loukou - “Ivory Works

i 5 in its southeastern

ia, on the higher slopes in its so s
Py Dn complex has come to 1g;
» Jaroe NI cenaeca P g RS0 . ]kc :
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T
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their rc]ati(mships are still not clegy. The main exc
(or “z\l'rnoul‘y,” from 1963.64 to 199

L
. u )lo
avated areas are: the I’;w]nyuulllt)pouio I

l’clopidou Street itself, th

; 1€
4-5), the Loukoy plot (or “Ivory Wtil‘k-'*h“l-)'”_ 1980.) ‘lal::,ln[:l\’
at divides the tyq plots, where 5 rich Linear (IUP”S][. . ILi[lt (he
uncovered ( 19934995). These plots are known only through preliminary }.)lll)]i(:il[[()ll%, v}vics o
exception of the Pottery and tabjegg from the Pelopidoy street. As far as textile 2l(fli\'ﬂ} -
toncerned, stone and clay “buttons” are reported from the entire arca. These tools, along

. ,d
S o AL Iy being studie
all the other small finds frep, the complex, an especially ivories, are currently being

by Athina Papadaki,

Maria Emanuela ALBERTI

Pavloyiannopoulou - “Armoury” Plot (1963.4, 1971, 1973

v d)
Excavation: first excavations in 1963-64 (@ Egopeia ILK.A., N. Platon and E. I(Jl.l(];’;};p;‘
other reseye interventions throughout (e years until 1995 (g Egopeia [I.K.A.:I.“q i
I();lmlidou, 1973 and 1980 K. l)muilkr)poulou, 1994 - 1995 V. ,-\1‘;1\-'zmlinos). Nevertheless,
complex has beey brough (4 light only partially,

Study ang Publication- preliminary reports by 'I'oulcm]

€ports on recent EXCavations and o(fer studie

C!mmos’ogy: the generic 1 [11B chl'mlolog_v given by (he
date Proposed later oy by K. I)cnmkopoulou for some
questioned in fayoyy of a later date the end of (he LH 112 Period (see above).? arts OF

Other nformation: (he “Arnmury” was so-called because hopse equipment anffl IJ“" slot
bronze Cuirasses ug well as substantia] quantities ol brongze weapons were uncovered in !h,‘".gura
However, many ivory jtemg were also found, p, the eastern Part of the extensive ;u‘({l”l't.(wel-c
complex, three rooms were stj|] Preserve, Separated by corridors. Sherds of large P"““"_‘ vere
Scattered on the floor of the rooms. In the casternmog corridor many bronze uh}cd“f] ‘L_,.t(ls
discovered: pieces of armour, horge rappings an( harnessess, chariot equipment, -‘*I’C;“I:l ‘[EIU
and arrowheads, vases and fragmens of sheet megy hclmlging‘ Lo cuirasses, and potiory:: (ary
JAMe area a hoard of [inishe vories wag Uncovered, In (he Second corridor some [r;lg"_l("ll;itlgl
Linear B tablets (Ug) and two lead balan e weights werpe found lying on the clay floor, ;1101}’,_:‘]“})
[ragments of frescoes, fey figurines ang Pottery. The LH 11p vessels included kylikcs:‘ st i
Jars, Cups and jugs, There were also some bone ang Stone tools, some clay and stone “"”Ug’
or buttong and a stone mortar. Ohey tablegs came to light c[m‘ing .‘ill(.‘(‘(.‘.‘i.‘;i\-'(?' excavatons (}'Ul--

1€ excavation yielded alse various -iypcs ol metal vases and a glass ng

. - yulou
24, loannidou and Dimakopc¢
sbyV, Aravantings 6

. LH 11BI
lirst excavators or the [‘III been
of the structures have recent y

LE 139 and 1y 140). 11

6 The preseng summary is hage o L, TOULOUPA
26 (1971), 209: DEMAKOPO] ¢y

ARAVA NTINOS, 4 rehDelt 49 ( 1994)
and m Onpa,” i, B Suvésp THcG)
Medereyy, 1995) B« 97 131, anq

For a genery view see: V, AR

T 3 EIII)[J”
AThDelt 20 (1965 g 233-4; A, IOANNIDOU, ArchDel
U, ArchDeyy 29 [l{l?,’-i--]) B¢

917-8; V.
= A1, and Arenney 35 (1980) B2, 'Z.I(:T:B[.Ié
BL, 2716, and Archpey 50 (1995) B1, 975.981. 1. kgl il
s Mifadend, 6. I')ze:nrz:;.-ﬁpf’ov 1992 ¢ Enetnpic my¢ ff““:"”“f" B;j; 2000.
: "M}-‘('('.:III(';H] Texis” {w.'.-]u'(.r n, 2): ;\R.-\\f’,-\N'I‘IN()S and -'\[‘m'j[% ) --"i” i
AVANTINOS, "Néa puknvaixg e)\thcwr:_wpyr'wam and K““F'Em,(‘(ﬂ)ul”- l(;f;) I
2uvidpio Bowriicdry pe) 0V, Ofifa, 4.8 Xsrm';qﬂpiau 1996 (Ene Ipic Thye Eraipeiae Boww Ty Mederd Yy —_)” 10§ and
31-120 (41-44). Balanee weighs; v, ARAVA NTIN¢ )S, ".'\f{uru]vu't'xd atabug” (supra) and ARAVA er IJ\II‘I'N( )S,
ALBERT] 2006, Texts: Fouilles Cadmer [11 Ug 1-24. 4 1443 and 49 1428, 11 139 and Ft 140; V. ARAV \N alich,”
“La tavoletry ['rmmnenl:lrizl TH Ug 43, Un 'i|m-|'<-.w;nm: Caso di confligy, ra dati di seavo ¢ dati (.P.]'i?,il f{u: E.
i B. ADEMBRI (cq ), AEIMNH3T Oy Miscellanea d; §py9; per Mauro Cristofani (2006) 95.31. Gorse se AGE
:\NURIK()U, “New Evidence on !\-‘l)’(.‘c:l;l(.‘;u1 Bronge Corselety from Thebes in Bocotia and the l;']-.le.f- l(i R.
Sequence ol Corseles in Gregee and I'Zm'opc," in 1, (L."\l.;\N;\]{I. . I IMAS, Y. GALANAKIS '”rim.'r-‘
LA IFINEUR (eds), Between ), Aegean angd Baltic Spqs, Prehistory Across Bordeys, Proceedings of the ,-"m’-"””’w, the
Conference “Bronze ang Larly [yop Age | nerconnections o nd Conten, Porery | developments between the Aegean ,:: 20003,
Regions of the Balhay Peninsuly, Central ang | lorthern Evrope”, hoty al the { miversiy of Zagreb, 11- f"{ Af N{ i:l. the
Aegaewm 07 (2007) 4014 10. Evidence for previoys phases of (he same building s frequently mentionec
reports, None of these Successive EXCavitions was published iy detail
ANDRIKOL (supra v, 2) 87; ARAVA NTINOs, “Néa purnvaixg eXepay
HILD (supra . 2) 106-7: ;\R.-W,-\N'I'IN()S “ al. 2006, 94 All th
Poltery, “XEept one (DEMA KOPOUL WU, ArchDpyy

~1

4 e {OURI-
TOVPYIHaTa” (supra n, 6) 52 I)::\[[\[(I 1B
€ reports mention generically L

29, supra n. ) referring 1o 1y BT material.
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Sbreviation for o-pawo-ia, lhesis SREGROIETEC 0 point to the
abbreviation » This hypothesi: he Ug series co : 6)
: “Armoury. N epoeests that l‘l_-‘ 2o Tatta® (supra n. 6). I ciiion
;llll(l l)\;(}”a’ 2“‘-2]1)1-;1:%; ANTINOS, "La tavo La destruction d'un atelier palatial mycd
‘ oy . ry £ 5 i “La 3 :
More recently, see / oming)- ) 218220 ID.,

. S one
= . s1st (}l o1 4
; > tablets consist 0% ‘onvi
8 Inscription on the ldhin the genitive. No €

) " (supra n. 6). Balance
0 : ) ixd ehepavrovpynpara” (sup

=3  al. (forthe chDelt 35, B1 (198( e ol e

9 ;\Nl)l«ll{bbf.){ﬁ :f._\";\,lps(n\;: ,32 , ﬁ ;f();_zi\ B

10) Excavation: A. S L085) 21-29;

oy g )
s sstruction,” supra n. 10,
RTT 2006. _ 1 (SAMPSON, “La destruction 2006, 58).
i Thebes,” BCH l{!Q( y and ALBLR.” ik ]- destruction layer (b i > of LH HC (ANDRIKOU 2006
i Thebes, 0S¢ s from the : hbeginning o
= 1 -\R-\V"\N”N| lished sherds fro { LH IIB2 or to the beg g
weights: AR RAAEI eendof LI 5

ing debris outnumber
p, ivory working debris o
The few DU 2 \\'Ul'k.‘ih(-’i)s Wory w A S “Néa —
11 See above. 11[1(-. I‘L\,rtflilhc dated to liillmll only one 1‘{;0111.““!\”1};” n. 10: ARAVANTINOS, F
Pt Id as we y ieces Ir ctriction.” i ;
fig. 2-3) cou undred pi “La destr

2 |

12 More than one Leni

2 the ['mish(:dl obje e
ehegavTovpynuatd, -

: SON
SAMPSON,
6, 49).




92 Maria |

manuely ALBERT] el al.

Pelopidou street (1993-5)

Excavation: & |
Location: betwe
Pelopidou street.

Study and publication: at (he Moment, only the Linegy B texts and (he pottery have been

fully I)ubli_shcd. I’reliminzliy T'eports on the EXCavations by v, Aravantinos, 13 Textile tools have
been studied by A. Papadaki and M|, Albertj. ‘

C}.:,ronology: the OCcupation in (he area starts frop, the MH period and continues through
many destruction leyels until LH [11¢; Midd]e, 14 | 9

Other mformation: For the Present work, the MoSt interestine shases are the LH lIlBa
occupation (layer 2) and (he LHIII¢ Phases (layey ). Layer 9 m.l;iinlt l({nf‘n;vﬁ from the LH IIIBT-
Late destruction deposits, vielded conspicuoys cIc]Josi[lnfI.in(:;n‘ B tahl-ctq It is likely that part
of them was on » shelf between walls 24 apq 40) (deposit 9 a), while the (,'[i“.” were scnll.crt‘(’
around. Fine and decorated pottery g 1‘)1‘0\’;11(:1‘1[.'Stm'agc ?U'L’E’IS fora sricultural products h;lvt.
been identified in the Norh sector of the plot, sl P:tl'tizll]y LIIIIC‘{C'I\""}I-’K‘({ with charred ccrc{llb
and figs. These are also recurrent in (e destruction layers of o‘[h(cr:‘ s"cc,[(n's along with mill
s‘tonc:s and pounder—gri1‘1dcrs, other stone anq bone tools, ;mimall f)t')llc-.‘i’, spindlc—whol'ls’
{1glf1‘1.nes, lead and bronze fJth‘L:tb‘, glass Paste beads and worked and unworked ivories anc¢
obsidian. A lead balance weight is
in Layer | Spans from LH 11 g
domestic character, in which ¢

Popeia [LKA. v

assilis f\rav;mtinos. 1993-1995
en the ‘Armou;

y” % ; " the
Y  and the Ivory Wr)rkslmp," under the asphalt of t

» Blass pas _ S =
also 1(-_L_o: ded. I'he Successive and last phase of occupall
arly to Middle, througf, v

. g : . of more
4rous rebuilding episodes of ’:j__l s

C arse wareg are drevaleng. After | 1 » Middle, the area b

substantially abandoned, i H TG N

Linear B texs: among the 948 tablets

excavations, three deq] with woo] deliverjeg (Oh 206, 208 209, see infra).'5 The others 1'cc01“‘

personnel (Ay), Wl'lt‘i‘“i (I‘AV.), barley anq harley flour ( Fq), wheay and olives ( Ft), spices and ote

weighed products (GD), wine, });u'lcy flour anq cyperus (G, s (Fr),

and individuals (V). 4 vV

: s (Uo)
15es (Ka), various products (
Textile tools:16 }e higher nump,
to the domestic character of the
seems to be dedicated 1o

c i . : x idou
and fragmeng of tablets found in the Pelopid

€r of textile
area in thjg pe
Slorage anqg administratim],

Lools from

sl
LH TIIC Jeyels is probably linkec
l‘i()d} Whﬂ(f

f ) s plot
N previoys phases, when ”l"’ !m(_

: T ; " lextile ool are fewer. “Conuli
spindie-whorls are the most h:‘gHy attested texgile Lools and (e, number is almost C(.Il”wl.lulI
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st of Yaksis - POUIS similay 1, that of (g from the other examined o
most of the | clopidoy whorls, ip every phage, weigh 9() 8r or less, with 4 major concentration
S - v o 1oy M i ol “3y .-‘ h ) 5 e~ ; 5 3
under 10 8 (given the h]g}} percentage (f “conuli” iy, the sample). Besides eight bone tools
that can be mterpreted g pm/sly[us/l1ccdlcs/poj“m 18 L

M'd]‘i;l I_‘:[I]le]uehl E’XLBI‘.I{II and \] J]ill:l I)\ P{,\] YA K1

13 The tablets haye been publishye
As stated above, (he small finds gy currently yy e
finds and the global interpretation 0
ARAVANT INOS, ArchDey 48 (199

din Fouillp Cadinge I, the pottery iy Fouilles Cadmée 11,2 (ANDRIKOU 21‘]”{:}.
g ' study by Athing Papadaki, The stratigraphy, the "’:n'\;_
: (}l_l 1€ contexiy yre SUll knoyy, only fron, preliminary reports: [‘.‘1'.,-.’”]
Tt fosin.. : \ 204) B I [7”-|73; ID., ’.]_,-(-;“f)f,‘,r‘, 40 and 50 Gubra . 6), and “M}'['t'l!'“=
cht.s_ (supra n. 2). Balance weight: A R.-W{_-\N'['IN().‘ and A BERTT 9006 upn ,
14 All of the I'{)Iiowing inI'm‘m;llirm is taken from (je [)I‘(‘.“H‘lill"ll‘ — "_"_ e SRl TeesL 15),
ANDRIKOU 2006, 11-14 and 5559 o Sl h:}: |}Iab IE: i::[:::l::t’t ;sm".rll finds.
[#) ¢ > .

and the WOrk-noges f INa Paryarlals
15 Fouilles Cadmé 1 34.55 7 o Athina Payya i

16 The present Summary on texyjle and re|
Pelopidou smal) finds.

17 Anyway, the present separ
“conuli” weigh § 8rorless
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activities, among which textjle Processing can also b recognized. The eastern edge of the
area (Stamatis plot) is framed by the remaing ol'a fortification wall, which should be later than
the LH IITA9 - B carly period, according (¢ (e excavator, Vassilis ,--'\r;wunl ilnos‘ The wall would
Secm (o have been Part of the Mycengaean fortifications of the town and (¢ have been probably
connected to the Homoloides Gates, which were Ilypolllcticn]]y located no far avay B

The “Kastern Complex” seems (o haye Covered a wide range ”’..ﬂ”!flium; sdmiistration
(inscribed and uninscribed nodules are (locumem.cd, as well seals anq s(..;i]i,]gq ), staple storage
(2 number of medium and large-sizeq containers wys found pg]l),-‘-_\(_-jn”'v'inrg ;;1'1’(1 stirrup _jar."')’
pottery storage (possibly, given (he Presence of abunang p,la_iln PR g < i
decorated drinking sets) ;mr.l craft activities (indicate by the occurrence if' h‘]_m]m, bone ;}Hd
g oun(l.—f?.lonc I.gols ;11\1(% obsidian blades). Among those, texqile production. cereal 1)1.0(;(_._-,-.511.15
and p(?.s.sibl_y shell woy kmg can he detected. The diffused Presence of molter, lead sheet objects
(contzurmrsﬁ) and of larnakes, ho, decorate and plain S()I].l‘t‘-(ll.' which w(-i‘(- [‘(-;m](l embedded
m the floor, is alse Particular noteworthy, Possible l)()l;c '."{'w;h'. At 21[5(; ilf.lt:‘.‘;l.-t:(l from the three

plots, thus matclnng the L_‘Vi(lcnce of the inscrihcd nodules 26 Some Handmade Burnished
h examplcs Yo {01111(1-*)7 e See m to be attested. at least
. attested,

for the Lianga plo, i both main phases of usi).r‘—}}‘[un S acitiensee
Nodules and other Lineqr z'?'z.f;m‘é/)(irms: 60 sealeq nodule
Nt)l'l]l@j‘{} Builcling (Piteros Building‘ III), 56 of whj-(j}l bore
44._9!-}2. I‘hc SCE‘lIS attested are 23, The inscriptinnx are compoged mainly of ideograms of animals
(QVI.S, CAP, SUS, BOs WE) with Some other Specificationg added by means of syllabograms.
The nodules cleal‘ly record transactions regarding » series of '111Iim-11\;}[‘1- ,;’1‘1 \.:-11‘i()i]’\; plélcncs and
with assorted qualifications, This assemblage |4 l;)ccn inlL;r )l‘(;[(;‘(l -1‘9 1 ’[I{~ “tir (r the ‘):'cpamlion
of a religious celebration whicp, involye sacrifice apq I“claglin 20 (;li([:; i]l:i]m'cqtiingl\" from
these nodules the existence of a (li[’[“crcntialcd zmima]-rcari‘n y f;;‘u"ll.]\i"/‘lli.t)ll ("'Im I})c (](i‘[C(flC(l:
composed of varjoys entities whicl, are not g| internal ¢ 111({’ )'a].'h‘( : [ i u‘-" 30 From the E
side of the Li;mga plot, three vases bezu‘ing Linear g inscri Jlirinl ) S aeture:,
Seals and sealings: i is intcrcsling Lo note the ])I'C%Clll('(,‘](}[‘ 5} ;
in the form of » sealing (CMS v suppl. 1B, p. 853, . iny ;t)q-ga;)
inv. 12983), both of which haye ;1]1‘cady been pul)]ishcc‘l l;;\ 1‘1;(.
Textile tools: among the ca, 3¢ tools from the e
ranging from the MH (, the end of (e LH there
shaped ]()0m~w0igh[3, but also some pointed hope
have been used to hand]

fisidi Th ¢ the threqu. Same ;tsscmhfagu from (he Stamatis plot (15 spinldie-
whorls, ,[hl(:t. Spool-shaped 100:11-wcjg}115, bone implemen including » ieedleand a PU_.;;,-]])IL
“weaver’s poi ,ine o :

- iy S g T g ; i
S is wl lll ) Ac'(m log 2 the CFp lechnical Report, the weight/diameter range of the
Stamatis whorls js quite wide, with p major concentration: Various types of threads muast have

i . e 3 }]C
S were found in room 12‘ of \tVll
Lincar B ins(.‘rip[i(ms (TH

are also reported.?! -
aces of administrative ;tcut'llllth»
and a seal (CMS V1 B, n. 3:)-2, I?-
excavator, Vassilis ;'\1‘:1\«';111{.1;10;:

Chl'islo(lmllr)u plot dating from P"‘r")(f
> is a majority of spindle-whorls and spo(;i'
lnlplcmcms, some of which pmb:-llﬂy would

been spun in the plot.32

Maria Emanuely AI,BER'['I and I"mng;uisc ROUGEMONT

24 A R;W,-“.N'I'IN()S, “H HUKNVaLiih oxbpay” ( 9 118; PITERO
(supra 1. 19) 98; PITER G of 11 1990 105, IS PITEROS, Aot
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suggested also for the stirry
the POts with acid in orde
methods of analyses theiy

P Jjar found neqy the b
I Lo be cleaned doe
origing] content,

- ; 1t of
athtub, Un[rn‘mnurc[}f, the old lrc‘illl_lff”lﬂ_ic
S not allow yg 4 investigate with new scient

loannis FAPPAS
Part I

Economy ang Production at Thebes

As the evidence from the Linear B ey su
Mycenaean Palaces was noq evenly distribye
some key-sectors were highly
more indirect way, while

ggests, (he administrative action of ['l,l‘.i
d among the varigus €conomic domains. Ralll_l‘-l"
directed ang controlled ang others were variously managed "1, ‘:
. y SIJOI‘zulicaHy in the documents or not even ,(El
all. In the absence of direct involvcrnem, differeng types of laxation assure( an adequate lc\fF
of “mobilization” lowards the palatial “cenye » In this ['l‘mncwm'k, large non-palatial economic
sectors should haye existed, linke (or not) wigh the palatia] Organization in an extremely
variable and multiform network of 1‘cl;1tion.‘ships.'“j ¥ _
The wool textile iI'ldustl'y - from the rearing of sheep (o textile linishing - along with
extensive large scale agriculture, metal Working ang Production of perfumed oils, was one of
the major concerns of the Mycenaean palaces, Within these spheres; the palaces were (!i:‘ccﬂ)f
myolved, controlling and recording the myip Steps of the Production processes, in or(_lc:‘
to provide resources and finished j(e s i ations ang accumulating prestige
objects and trading goods, Other rom archaeological sources, sucf:
45 pottery production, intensiye agriculture »pq rade, recejye only scanty mention in t%lt
archives, and were pl'ohab]y (.lc]cgzltt:(l to Non-palatia] Social forees, As well, {vithin the pahlll?‘l
organization itself, varioys Strategies an( Structures ¢y be observed varying according (O
the site and €conomic fie(: Knossos, Pylos, Thebes and Mycenge seem to have had slightly
different administratiye approaches uyq solutions 1 31{'i01)’/lllliﬁ)l'mil'}’, (:enl't‘zlliﬁ"-im.‘/
decentralization and spccializatiml/lmusehold Production aype Some of the issues involved in
the debate, Mycenaean Thebes offe “It case study gy, this regard, with the pal‘nllcl
presence of archiye documents and CXCavations ip various phm of the tluwu, from the top of
the Kadmeia (o js lowest slopes and pProbable
Research on production

['m'liﬁ(:atinns.
improved especially thanks (o,

some others recur on]

IS an exce]]

and more broad Cconomje activities ip Thebes has been l-c(tcl}l-l}’
the work of Vassilis Aravantin s and Anastasia !)ukol.ll'i'l_l.lld’
who collected the large and widcsprea(l ar‘t:lmco!ogiczll evidence for the “palatial” pm(huru_oll
of stone, ivory, bone, glass and sma] metal artifacys (mostly 80ld) and (ried (o combine it with
the epigraphic data issued from the Lineay p documenys 1!1@(10\*01‘0(! in the town. 2 Until the

40 Articulated discussion of these topics in § VOUTZAK]
Mycenaean Palace States. Pmr;*wﬁu;:‘v of a ( onference held oy
((,'(;y,ij'}_r,f(f‘_f’r(' Philological Society Suppl. 27, 2001), especially
Halstead, ¢, Knappe, §. Voutsaki ang T. Whitelay, See
[':(‘(}Il()lll)’: Making he Most of (he Gaps in the Evidence,»

el of Palug

and . KILLEN (eds), Economy and Politics ”"_.;ﬁ;
1-3\/,».-!_\,' 1999 ;) he Faculty .r,}'f'(_'fr.-,;-yir's. f-‘-’-‘n.lfn.*f_!:-

he contributipy by P. de I"'itlio, Jt l)rw&-‘i‘;'”: t
also: p, [-l;\l.S'['I*'..'\I). "The Mycenaean f‘illf'; _

PCPS 38 (1092) 57-86: 1., *Agriculiure in I‘ .Ij

Brongze Age Aegean, Towards » Mod al limnumy." in B, WELLS (ed.), Agriculture in Aneient Gree r:‘
Proceedings of the Seven), Internationg) Viposium af the Swedis), Institute a1 A thens, 16-17 May 1990 ( If!!}‘_"? _[ 05-
117; 1D, “Texts, Bones and Herders; J; S 10 Animg| Husbandyy Late Brongze Age Greece, “‘i{‘
BENNETT and J. DRIESSEN (eds), ,-I-;\’}\-Q()-?}'l. Studies Presented 4 T '[\‘,IH(»;,- (= Minos 33-34, IE}i]h’-E]U))I "ll‘l_
189; 1D, “Surplus and Sllil!'t'-(IIT)]J}JOI‘S: The Grain Production, Sn';]lvg‘im of Mycenacan Palaces,” in l-h."‘
BETA NCOURT, V. KA R;\(:[".()RGIIIS, R. LAFFINEY R, W, NIEMETER (eds), MELETEMATA. S’tuf(’ﬁ’-‘ 2
Aegean r'lrc'i'.'-fh'-’”"""&‘v Presented 1 Malcom 17 Wiener as 11, Enters Hig 50 Year, Aegerum 90 (1 999) 11 319-326. 1
41 Sec e.g. S IELMERDINE (supra n, 37) and EAD., “A Comparative Look ay M\?(_'(‘Iiit('i!]l..\(|I]1i11i}i[l'illitin(5}' L
Floreant 11 556-576, with references, ’
See especially ARAVANTINOS (swpra n, 1)

of cralt production in Mycenaean Thebes 1
KER;\M()]’f)UI.I.()S, “Ai Propnyavika Katto ¢

. - . ‘Lance
‘d DAKOURLL 1 2005 with references, The HHpOrY '_".\
as been clegy since the fips archacological research: see -
HIOpiov oy Kdadpov,” Archliph 1930, 99.58.
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craft activities. The Tzortzi plot (“New
functional structure.

Group II (Loukouy and Congress Center plots) - speci
scale craft activity (mainly ivory working) and some eleme
Group I11 (“Eastern Cmnplcx“) - medium-size units
nodules recording and other clements of adminisqy
craft activity and possible storage of finishe] craft products, .

Group 1V (Kofinj plot) - smal units, with medium-scale Storage facilities, no indicators
of administration / measuring and evidence of craft activity.

Medium-scale storage facilities an( textile tools are fn‘cscnl. everywhere. Stone working/
_jcwc]]c:y manufacture is Jegs altested than in he Previous phase 17 1\.-v(_;1-y carving is largely and
variously attested and Seems to be quite Important, .

These results coylq give some insights into (he gene e
administration in Thebes, Suggesting amore oy Jegg st;u‘\dzu-(lize(l differentiation an 10ngstvarious
type of units, which coped in differen ways with the key activities of record keeping, storing

Possibly related (o 4 general hierarchical framework, However, it

and craft working and were
should be recalled that most of these €Xcavations are known only from preliminary publications
and that in mos¢ cases :

orare presently under study s only a part of the ancient structure(s) was
uncovered. No statistica] reatment of dagy is possible at the moment. Difficulties arising from
the chronological phasing have already been largely discussed. These results are therefore
absolutely pProvisional. )

The combined presence
evidence from the Mycenae “West House Group” or
has been interpreted as o 8Toup of repositories
the “central” palatial system, Howeve
are seemingly not attested.

As for Thebes, the comparison between arch
been variously attempted, especially for the Pavloyian
and the Pelopidou texts on one side and (e Sote
The presence of horse harnesses and other military Cquipment in (he Pavloyiannopoulou I}]?[
has been connected to the few references o i-qi-;'r;. (V 159) and (o é-r;u-jm-qr; (Fq 198.3, 247.2)
and igo-po-qoi (Fq 214.6, -959 3, 254[+]255.6, 979 5 276.8, -305.4, -367.[1]) in the Pelopidou
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The 16 tablets from the Soteriou-Dougekou plot (Of series),” found in the South room
of a large building of palatial type destroyed by fire towards the end of LH IIIB2, constitute a
homogenous group of texts related to allocations of wool.”?? From the archacological context it
is difficult to determine if, at the li_me of the destruction, they were already inside the room or
fell into it from the upper storey.”"

The 3 tablets from Pelopidou street excavation (Oh series) record allocations of wool®7
and come from a disturbed layer characterized by LH IIIB2 pottery as well as by clear traces
of fire.?® The analysis of the finds suggests that this area was used, at least in [;;11'[, to store
agricultural commodities.?” This hypothesis is confirmed by the fact that the tablets from the
Pelopidou street record almost exclusively GRA, HORD, OI.IV, CYP and VIN.

The tablet from the “Armoury” (Lf 139) comes from an area close to the Pelopidou
street, and may be dated towards the end of LH IIIB. Its aim was to record the allocation of a
number of TELA+PO textiles to a named individual.®? It was found on the floor near a totaling
tablet recording wheat and olives (Ft 140) and probably belonged to a separate archive.! The
objects found in this area (parts of armours, ivory inlays, hol‘sclhi[.s, etc.) suggest that this was a
storage and redistribution area for precious materials, many of them of mi']iTm'v use.

According to these data, all the wool and textile tablets from Thebes seem to record
distributions of goods and come from contexts datable to the end of LH I1IB, perhaps belonging
to the same destruction layer. In particular, the individual findspots show the existence of tﬁrcé
different places for storage and redistribution, two of them related to wool (building of the
Soteriou-Dougekou plot and Pelopidou street area), and one to textiles (“Armoury” ;uf::a).

_]udging from [](1({ ‘.‘it‘n‘viving [igu.rcs,‘thc outgoing quantities seem rc]alivcly' modest: ca.
2925 kg q[ wool and 13 IlLIJAJrP‘()“ textiles.%? The TELA+PO cloth is attested only on Lf 139, so
that its features cannot be specified. M.-L.. Nosch, however, in her discussion of Aravantinos’
conjecture about PO being the abbreviation of po-kivonuka /poikilonuk'a/ ‘(textiles) with
multicolor o-nu-ke’ (a type of decoration or [inishing)", has hypothesized that these textiles
may have been, just as at Knossos, of the pa-we-a /)‘J!'.(H‘E{Jr?h(f/ Lyi)c.“"‘ If this is correct, since at
Knossos cach fJ(I-:w{,’-ﬂ cloth was made up from 5 ke of raw wool, " it is possible that, in order to
produce the textles recorded on Lf 139, ca. 65 kg of wool were used.

54 On these tablets, see in particular M.-L. NOSCH, “The Textile Industry at Thebes in the Light of the Textile

Industries at !’,\"0; nm} Knmjus," in 1. RADOVA and K. VACLAVKOVA-PETROVICOVA (eds), Graeco-
Latina Brunensia. Festschvift in honowr of A. Bartonél (2001-2002 180 NOS( x Erekh Rt
and ROUGEMONT (forthcoming), (2001-2002) 177-189; NOSCH (supra n. 50); DEL FREO
T 1115-16, 18, 22, 54-55, Figg. 1, 4, 5 (sce also Fowilles Cadmée IH 11 Fouilles Cadmée 11 58). In the OF series
the logogram LANA is frequently preceded by the adjunct ku, whose meaning is presently unknown. J.L.
MELENA in E.L. BENNETT Jr,, ] M. DRIESSEN, L. GODART, J.T. KILLEN, C. KOPAKA, J.L. MELENA

J.-P. OLIVIER, M. PERNA, *4306 raccords et quasi-raccords de !i';llj_g'mt-nls inédits dans KT 5, Minos 24 (l!lH!]j

199242, 204, has suggested to interpret it as kw-pivijo “cypriote (wool)’, but see contra |.-P. OLIVIER, “El

comercio micénico desde la documentacion epigrifica,” Minos 31-32 (19961997 [1999]) 275-202 (288). ‘

The tablets were found in a Tayer of burned mudbricks along with |)il'('!{"ﬂ of melted lead and carbonized wood

. 15-30 em above the room floor (cf. 177 11 18). The fact that fragments belonging to the same tablets have

been found ca. 2 m from each other (cl. 77 /1 16) can suggest that they fell from an upper storey (el Fouilles

Cadmée 111 11). However, Th. Spyropoulos observes that “there were no indications in the excavation of area

5 ol the existence of an upper storey” (77" 11 26),

57 Jowilles Cadmdée T 80-82, 304-305, 325, 571.

H8 Fouilles Cadmée [1.2, 55.

5% Fowilles Cadmée 11.2, 56,

60 Fouilles Cadmee [ 13-14, 138, 303, 371: Fouilles Cadmee 111 15,

61 Aravantinos, “La tavoleta” (supra n. 6) 28.

62 Ca. 205 kg in the Of series, plus ca. 20 kg in the Oh series - il PA = 1 kg as suggested in 7717 96; [or a different
suggestion, see P. DE FIDIO, *On the Tracks of Aegean Bronze .\;,!;‘(' Wool and Weights,” in BENNET and
DRIESSEN (supra n. 40) 39-64 (especially 57 and n, 59). The LANA unit weighed ca. 3 kg.

63 ARAVANTINOS (supra n. 2) 54. '

64 NOSCH (supra n. 54) 183.

G5 I, ANDERSSON and M.-L. NOSCH, “With a Litde Help of My Friends: Investigating Mycenacan Textiles
with Help from Scandinavian Experimental Archacology,” in K.P. FOSTER and R. LAFFINEUR (eds),
METRON. Measuring the Acgean Bronze Age. Proceedings uf'JH’m O International Aegean Conference, New Hawven,
Yale University, 1821 April 2002, Aegaeram 24 (2003) 197-208 (200, with bibliography).
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That these are relatively small quantities becomes clearer if one thinks that they
correspond to the wool of ca. 300 or 400 sheep/® and if one compares them, for example, with
the entries on the Mycenae tablet Oe 111 (at least 600 kg) or to the deliveries registered on the
Knossos tablet Od (1) 562 (606 kg).

The quantities of wool recorded in each entry are also relatively small, ranging from 1
to 30 kg in the Of series and from 3 to 9 kg in the Oh series,% like in the Mycenae Oe tablets
from the House of the Oil Merchant (from 3 to 45 kg).%*

As for the aim of the allocations recorded in the Of series, different hypotheses have
been made. J. Chadwick, on the basis of the god’s names e-ra, e-ma-a, and po-ti-ni-ja, which are
registered as recipients of wool quantities, put forward a religious interpretation.’ J. T. Killen
relying on the attestations of a number of occupational names characteristic of the textile
industry (a-ra-ka-teja, te-peja, nori-wo-ki-de and a-ke-ti-ra,) suggested that the wool was allocated in
order to be worked, possibly also by craltsmen bclmfging to religious institutions.” St. Hiller,
coming back to an idea by J.T. Killen about the Mycenae Oe tablets, hypothesized that, at least
in some cases, the wool quantities were distributed as rations.”! On the whole, M.-L. Nosch’s
idea” that the wool quantities recorded in the Of series were intended for various purposes, like
those registered in the Knossos Od and in Mycenae Oe tablets, can be accepted. Nonetheless,
the general impression is that they were mainly intended for production activities.

This impression can also be extended to the Oh tablets, since there the recipients are
recorded by occupational designations which are typical of the textile industry (o-nu-ke-wi and
pe-re-ke-we).

On the other hand, another occupational designation belonging to the textile industry,
ka-na-pe-u, is attested at Thebes in a simple list of persons.

Pl. XXIXa gives an overview of the occupational designations used in the textile
industry at Thebes, with parallels from the other Linear B archives. It is apparent that all
professional designations attested at Thebes are also documented on other sites. Those who
can be interpreted are: a-ketira, /askétria/ ‘finisher’, ara-ka-leja / alakateia/ ‘spinner’, ka-na-
pe-uw / knapteus/ ‘fuller’, o-nu-ke-u /onukeus/ ‘o-nu-ke maker’, pe-re-keu /plekeus/ ‘weaver’ and
le-pe-ja /tepeia/ ‘le-pa maker’ (a type of textile often attested in the Linear B archives). The only
difference with the other archives is that in the other palatial centres the production ol o-nu-ke
is attested only as a female craft.

Not all the occupational terms known for the Mycenaean textile production are attested
at Thebes. For example pe-ki-ti-ra, /pekiria/ ‘comber’ (Pylos), i-te-u /histeus/ ‘male weaver” and
i-eja /histeia/ ‘female weaver’ (Pylos), ko-wreja ‘pawea kowra maker’ (Knossos), ra-pi-ti-ra,
/ raptria/ ‘seamstress’ (Pylos), etc.”

The attested designations, however, document
and decorating/finishing phases. The logogram TEI
ro-nu-ka, may be an indirect indication of the dyeing process. As observed by
possible that the aim of Lf 139 was to record the allocation of textiles to a depe

for Thebes the spinning, weaving, fulling
A+PO, if PO is an abbreviation for po-ki-
M.-L. Nosch, it is
ndant named

66 The Knossos Linear B texis show that the average wool production was ca. 750 g per sheep. .
67  For the OF series, see for example OF 26.1:3 (LANA PA 1) and Of 37.2 (LANA 10); for the Oh series, ¢f. Oh
206.2 (LANA 1) and Oh 209 (LANA 3).
68  The data of the Knossos Od series are less clear because of the fragmentary state ol many (ln(‘umlcmsI;md
of the uncertainty about their classification: cf. M-L. NOSCH, The Knossos Od Sevies. An Epigraphical Study
classifications proposed by

(2007). In any case, if we exclude some exceptions and take into account the re )
M.-L. Nosch, the wool quantities seem to vary from 1 to 42 kg, cf. e.g. Od 487.a (LANA M 1) and Od(1) 563
(LANA 14). '

69 TT 1 8698 (esp. 91-04),

70 J. T KILLEN, “The Linear B Tablets and Mycenaean Economy,’
(cds), Linear B: A 1984 Survey (1988) 241-505 (especially 295 n. 89).

71 St. HILLER, “apiqo-ro amphipoloi,” in J.T. KILLEN, J.L. MELENA
Mycenaean and Classical Gyeek presented to John Chadwick (= Minos XX-XXII, 1987)
(cf. KILLEN [supra n. 70] 294-295 n, 88).

i NOSCH (supra n. 54) 185.

7] CIL Fr. AURA JORRO, Diccionario micénico, 2 voll, (1985-1993) s.vv.

“in A MORPURGO DAVIES and Y. DUI 10UX

and ].-P. OLIVIER (eds), ,\'r‘h‘({}'r’\ r';:-
989-255, especially 246 1. 25
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to-po-ne (dat. sg.).” The allocation of 13 TELA+PO to one individual shows, implicitly, the
storage phase, as well as, explicitly, that of redistribution.” The direct or indirect attestation of

these phases proves that at Thebes the palace controlled the entire production process.

Most of the textile professional designations are not further specified. It can be supposed
that in these cases the individuals depended directly on the palace. Other persons recorded
in the Of series, on the contrary, are qualified by designations indicating that they depended
on the king (a-ke-ti-ra, wa-na-ka[-te-ra]), the Potia (po-ti-nija wo-ko-de a-ke-ti-ra,) or the so-called
“collectors” (ko-ma-we-leja te-pe-ja; a-ka-ijeja pu,ke-qi-rineja; ma-ri-neweja).’o This shows that at
Thebes, just as in other palatial centres, the textile production was partly decentralized and

controlled by separate authorities closely linked to the palace.

In a number of Of tablets, moreover, small quantities of wool (probably equal to 1 kg) are
sent to the houses (do-de /don de/ ‘to the house’) of various individuals, perhaps for finishing
or decoration purposes. It is possible that these production units, which are at the moment not
attested in other Mycenaean archives (and were certainly different from the unit called wo-ko

/ woikos/), were located in the town of Thebes and organised on a family scale.”’

The level of decentralization of textile industry within the Mycenaean kingdom of Thebes
is also shown, in some cases, by the fact that important wool quantities (ranging from 9 to 30 kg)
are sent to places relatively far away from the administrative centre (a-ma-ru-to-de / Amarunton
de/ ‘to Amarynthos’ in Euboea; a-ki-a,rija-de /Aigihalian de/ ‘to Aigihalia’, a place likely to be
located on the coast). It is not excluded that sending these quantities was part of a productive
circuit linked to the ta-ra-si-ja, which is well attested for the textile industry at Knossos.”™ This,
however, cannot be proved at the moment, since the word la-ra-si-ja itself never appears in the
Thebes texts.

Maurizio DEL FREO and Francoise ROUGEMONT

Conclusions: the organization of production in Late Mycenaean Thebes

As has already been underlined, most of the LH IIIB structures excavated in Thebes
seem (o include indicators of a wide range of activities: storage, administration, ivory and
metal working, textile production, ete. Despite the denominations given to various plots, in
the absence of systematic publications (except for the Soteriou-Dougekou excavation) it is not
casy to choose a principal vocation for each context: a multi-functional interpretation seems
the most likely so far.

74 NOSCH (supra n. 54) 182. Since we do not know if TELA+PO were (inished textiles, it can not be excluded
that to-po-ne was a cralsiman who received them 1o decorate or finish them (ef. NOSCH, *The Mycenaean
Textile Industry,” suprra n. 50).

75 Attested mainly at Knossos.

76 The “collectors™ are ko-mawe, aha-ijo and “mavinew: cf. Fr. ROUGEMONT, Contrile économique el

administration a Uépoque des palais mycéniens (fin duw Heme millinaive av. [.-C.) (BEFAR 332, 2009) 438439,
4524459, Alter the publication of the Of tablets, [.T. Killen noted that some of the collectors’ names were
appearing at more than one site, either as personal names or as possessive adjectives (J.1. KILLEN, “The
Knossos Ld(1) Tablets,” in E. RISCH and H. MUHLESTEIN [eds|, Colloguium Mycenacum. Actes du sixieme
colloque international sur les lextes mycéniens et égéens tenw a Chawmont sur Newchatel dw 7 aw 13 sepltembre 1975
[1979] 151-181; ID., “Mycenaean Possessive Adjectives in -e-jo,” TPLS 113 ]1983] 66-09). This observation was
one ol the starting points of his interpretation of “collectors™ as a kind of international aristocracy. For a
discussion of these ideas, sce Ir. ROUGEMONT, “The Collectors as an International Elite in the Mycenacan
World,” in C. GILLIS and B. .‘):f(')['xl".R(l (eds), Crossing Borders. Proceedings of the 7%, 8 and 9 ternational
Waorkshops, Athens, 1997-1999 (2008) 175-190; ROUGEMON'T, supra, this note, 272277,

77 The woikoi are attested in association both with deities (po-tinija wo-ko-de / Potnias woikon de/ “1o the Potnia’s
woikos’) and “collectors™ (el. KN As|2] 1519: ma-rvi-ne-wo wo-ko-de). For a detailed discussion ol wo-ko and do-de,
see DEL FREO and ROUGEMONT (forthcoming).

78 M.-L. NOSCH, *Acquisition and Distribution: ta-ra-si-ja in the Mycenacan Textile Industry,” in C. GILLIS,
(.. RISBERG and B. S]()[ll'l]{(; (eds), Trade and Production in Premonetary Greece, Acquisition aned Distribution
of Raw Matevials and Fintshed Products, Proceedings of the 6" International Workshop, Athens, 1996 (2000) 42-62;
EAD., “The Geography of the ta-ra-si-ja Obligation,” Aegean Archacology 4 (1997-200 1) 1-18.
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As far as the textile industry is concerned, the hypothesis of small-scale organizational
units issued from the analysis of the textual evidence is especially interesting. Indeed, the
Theban archaeological evidence points to smallscale activity in almost every structure: that
is, no large concentration of tools has been found yet.”? On the other hand, no onc of the
examined structures can be convincingly defined as purely “domestic,” nor is “domcsli{r‘j Elw
documented textile activity, which seems to have been mostly devoted to the production f.)‘[ [111.0
threads and textiles. It should be recalled that, as far as general Mycenacan textile production is
concerned, a decentralization of the production units has been variously pointed out in recent
years, especially for Crete, in contrast with the picture of the more centralized industry that can
be seen from the Pylos texts.?0 ‘

Therefore, the parallel administrative and archaeological cvi(lcpcc [0_1' sm;sl_l—scn]e
decentralized textile production should be stressed, even though it is obviously impossible to
locate concretely the various types of productive units that are attested in lllL‘. tablets, as well as
to decide if the uncovered structures belong more to one or the other class.8! _ .

Nevertheless, the combined textual and material evidence suggests a gll:)])ill p]c(ﬁurc ‘u[
the organization of LH IIB2 Kadmeia: decentralized production both in “[Jkll:l(!:ll u‘nd peri-/
non palatial” contexts and administration in various parts of the town. '!‘lw units with a more
“palatial” character would have hosted some form of administration ;11¥(i 1(1?;1ll)f may have h:_:cn
directly dependent of the palace or attached to a “collector” or a religious institution, possibly
enrolling typical dependent workers. Hypothetically, these structures, or part ol them, at !(‘.:lsl
in some cases could have functioned as clearing houses, in parallel with l.?u: c:{an_lplcs h_‘um
Mycenae, and ultimately would have acted as the “interface” of the palatial administration.
Craft activity could have been located in the same buildings, perhaps 1111(1(.“1" _111(: I‘Cf\'[.)(}llh‘.ll?]lti}f
of the same group of administrators. Such units can he viewed as “hubs™ in the net ol the
diffused palatial organization in Thebes. ) .

From an archaeological point of view, on the basis of 111(:‘“31;3"]11)/ provisional) i)
proposed above, the most complex and “central” of these units would have I)L‘.(.‘ll'llhlt)':-ltl. n;
Group I, with large-scale storage, tablet recording, craft activity and the slm'agv_ 0.[‘(1:.11.\ ;L‘(l
products. At the same high level could also have possibly belonged the structures lnu.l}uI ec
in Group II, the specialized workshops. A different role was pl‘oha!)]y phlyc('l by ll‘u.’ 111?11?‘1.11‘
Group II1, with small-scale storage and craft activity and nodule 1‘{‘.(;(11‘(111};_{, wh_lcll per haps w are
more linked to the “interface” function with the non-palatial sectors of the society. Some nll'w} s
units seem not to have been directly linked to the administration, l)uj were p:)ss[hl)_' connec ted
to a more personal (and perhaps kin-based) form of responsibility (Group IV - ]\.()ll'll.l ‘p]:r)ll.). .

To sum up, according to the archacological evidence it would SC??]II’III‘(I[ in ].d!(._ !.M. .111.1‘
Thebes (LH B2 late) activities were indeed specialized (i.e. ]1i!s_1,'11—qu:-11_11.:\_I ivory C‘cll\‘l]]-g_",‘hlt?l‘lll;
working and textile production) but were carried out within multi-functional st 'ljtlllii‘(.‘hi
Administrative units (possibly offices or clearing houses) were (lc‘(tcntrulm;(l ;m‘{l ,\“(.d‘lftr‘i ul
throughout the town, cach of them dedicated to various kinds ol production, storage an

grouping

79 DEL FREO and ROUGEMONT (forthcoming). At Thebes, hints {)f(1(‘(‘(!11.{1'2111?,“1IUH (i illl“‘ltif]'l‘"l-“l')‘;:‘-lfl}ll_‘!‘{; ;L‘
1o come also from the Lianga nodules, especially as far as the pa-ro establishments are mn_( ¢ ll 1.1u ( : "'11‘1 ;N
et al, 1990, 152: DAKOURIHILD 2005, 212, n. 17). The hypothesis of non-pal;m:\l prmll’u ll\l‘ _1.1”]1“‘! }‘jt-!h:-}»,.,
interfacing but not absorbed by the palace system (and thus continuing in the p”-*"l"“h“_’:"]_i_"" ]-U(I },-']‘-l-hl e
advanced also by Anastasia Dakouri-Hild (DAKOURI-HILD 2005, 217-8), on the 1?;“_“ oF archacologjeateais
regarding the pottery production and mainly on textual evidence for mh.cr domains. SR——

50 NOSCH (supra n. 50). On the decentralization of the textile industry in T\f[}-'('t‘l?ill‘iﬂ'il(r“lll‘ _’::"1i()']i -
Nosch (supra n. 68) on the KN Od tablets: the author concludes that l.h(' more likely ':‘i‘ I}-illti;l"l{'lhl o The
the palace centralized the information on wool, rather than the wool itsell, \“ “]"”.l\' o ] 'i'hm; Hotis ™
Minoan Textile Industry and the Territory from Neopalatial to Mycenacan lmu-.s: Some 1'“% ale -i(!-{'vn.('.t‘
Creta Antica 8 (2007) 243-263 (with references), for a comparison between anpgl;llufi :"“""_"_’l‘,'”f‘ a (t.\w“. "
ol textile production and the Mycenacan Knossos texts. The iextile })I'U(hl(‘l!(‘}[l in f\']l\"{‘(-li‘.ltdn _ .‘, ulq.ir‘](.-
reconstructed from the Knossos Linear B tablets, has been widely studied ;l!lt_l.‘:l lt‘l.rlilu-: (h’hf ll:r"-n‘l l: ;n 1 .;“‘
ol the scope of the present work. On the topic see most recently J.T. K[}:l‘l‘*i‘“' (‘l"llh, ]\I;;{)t‘ l"m'!f"i'lﬂ “l‘n(l
Bronze Age Greece: the Documentary Evidence,” in Ancient Textiles, 50-58; l‘l': R()l:(;l',, U S A
Linen Textiles in the Mycenacan Palatial Economy,” in Ancient Textiles, 4649, with references.

81 On this impossibility, see ARAVANTINOS (supra n. 1) 617.
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eventually record-keeping, possibly according to a standardized pattern or hierarchy. Textual

evidence seems to confirm the decentralization issues. The presence of a superior level of

centralization can easily be postulated, but it is scarcely documented by the material evidence:
no probable “central archives” have been uncovered thus far. An important portion of the
production activities was also assigned to smaller-scale more independent units, in a “diffuse”
system of relations and obligations.

Maria Emanuela ALBERTI

Pl. XXVIII

Pl. XXIXa

Pl XXIXb
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Thebes (Boiotia). Excavated plots in the grid of the modern town.

1 *House of Kadmos”

2 “Ireasury” and “Room of Pithoi” (Tzortzi plot)

3 Soteriou-Dougekou plot

4 “Armoury” (Pavloyiannopoulou plot)

5 Pelopidou street

6 “Ivory Workshop” (Loukou plot)

7 Christodoulou, Stamatis and Lianga plots

8 Kolini plot _ L
Occupational designations related to textile indutry from the Lincar B texts of Thebes,
Pylos, Myceane and Knossos (M. Del Freo and F. Rougemont). N T
Thebes, late Mycenaecan contexts (LH IIB2 late): main characteristics and [unctional
grouping (M.E. Alberti).
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