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INTRODUCTION

The programme will give a particolar attention to the priorities expressed by
the recent document of ICOFORT, and in particular to the themes of cultural
tourism, training in regard to the development and review of world Heritage
Site nominations. fortification glossary of terminology, the evaluation on
Fortifications and military landscapes, the relations between the conservation
of fortifications and processes of climate change, and also the dissemination of
web information. The research projects will be organized in three thematic areas
related to the ancient fortifications of medieval period and his late medieval
developments, to the great Renaissance and late Renaissance fortifications, and
to the modern and contemporary fortified systems.

The international conferenc_f_: *Between East and West: transposition of cultural
systems and military technology of fortified landscapes " is organized in order
to compare the results and the updates about the several researches mads by
experts of various nationalities, about the theme of cultural routes and fortified
landscapes. - :

The scientific knowledge the analys:s the decumentatm and the architectural
survey and of the heritage in all its meanings, are essential instruments for the
understanding and the improvement of any mfermanon and s;gn that history
and culture has produced in each places orina spec:ﬁc gmgraphlc area. These
signs are in any case the result of the tfanspasmon of cultural models, of
building technologies and offensive and/or defensive strategies, that have been
tested. consolidated and exported” for a long time, and that have determmed the
image of whole territories. o

“The structure of a site is not a ﬁxed condmon, u.mafiy eiemal mle places
sometimes change quickly. This does not mean that fke gemus {ocz must
necessarily ckange or be losi”. (C. NorbermSchulz) :

The implementation ofthe know ledge, the specific studies arid the documentation

programs, also constitute “the main basis for the exercise of critical and
interpretative activities, in order to training and to develop a partlcu]ar
settlement, city or area. Besides, they are also useful for the ex‘pectanon of
the necessary specific planning for the conservation and the improvement that
are aimed at promotmg the conscious develnpment of human actmtms in that
places.

This international canference aims at comparing the cxpenences made in this
scientific area, that have allowed the development of operational methods for
rescarches useful for the correct understanding of both the architectures and the
historical and archaeological complexes. Furthcrmere, it also aims at taking
into consideration the cultural and environmental contexts of the contemporary
history, giving essemlal advices for a critical reading and a proper evaluation
about the consuvatlen actions for this 1mportant hew;age

S, Bertocci, S. Parrinello, G. Pancani
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THE RESEARCH PROJECT DOCUMENTING THE FORTRESSES OF THE CASENTINO AREA

Giovanni Pancani
University of Florence, Italy
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THE RESEARCH PROJECT DOCUMENTING THE FORTRESSES OF THE CASENTINO AREA

The family of the Conti Guidi, whose presence in Casentino is documented from the end of the 10" century
onwards, built numerous fortifications to control the area. The first reliable reference to the presence of this
important dynasty, probably of Langobard origin, which extended its dominion over central Italy, especially
along the Apennine ridge between Emilia Romagna and Tuscany, is to Count Tegrimo (967), thought to
be a relative of the Emperor Otto I. The Guidi Conti exerted their power in the north of Casentino, in
the area situated according to modern municipal boundaries, between the Boroughs of Poppi, Chiusi della
Verna, Castel San Niccolo, Montemignaio. Pratovecchio and Stia, building numerous castles, lookout towers
and fortified hamlets there, from the 10" to the 15" centuries. From these sites they were able to reach the
Apennine passes which led to Emilia Romagna and Florence. Its closeness to the Guelfs of Florence and the
Ghibelline bishopric of Arezzo made Casentino and its lords party to changing fortunes and alliances and one
of the most bloody battles of the Tuscan middle ages, the battle of Campaldino. which in 1289 had among its
ranks the young Dante Alighieri. Of the original system of fortifications many castles have remained to the
present day, some in excellent condition, others less so, and some of which only a few ruins remain.

The research project for surveying the fortifications built by the Guidi Conti in Casentino is inspired by the
hope that the documentation and cataloguing of these monuments may lead to an improved valorisation and
preservation of the same.

Casentino valley: in the background the valley of Campaldino and the hill where the castle of Poppl is located.
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At times like now, when resources are extremely
limited, it is of strategic importance to develop
programmes able to valorise and attract interest in these
architectural systems so closely connected to local
history given that their very construction was a result
of the political and administrative control of the area.
Successful valorisation of this extraordinary system of
fortifications may therefore help to attract resources for
their preservation and also act as a driving force for the
sustainable touristic development of the valley.
The project began with a survey of the Castle of the
Guidi Conti in Poppi, that is to say the most historically-
The castle of Romena, view from the city of Poppi. architecturally important building in the area due to its
highly strategic vantage point, the peak of a hill central
to the valley, offering a view in all directions. The castle, surrounded by the beautiful fortified hamlet of
Poppi, was formerly the most important residence in the political vicissitudes of the Tuscan Guidi and later
the seat of the Florentine Signoria controlling northern Casentino.
The main project. entailing a morphometric survey of the Castle, was tackled using laser scanner instruments,
coupled with high definition photographic surveys to acquire qualitatively significant data for assessing the
degree of decay of the surfaces. The purpose of such surveys was to gather the necessary information for
developing a reference database of the state of preservation and/or decay of the monument and to develop
three-dimensional. multimedial models for its popularisation and valorisation,
We are confident that this project, the first two-dimensional reconstructions of which can be seen at the
exhibition currently on in the castle premises, could be a valid instrument for encouraging and presenting
the morphometric documentation project of the Guidi castles to the many public bodies and private owners
of other important fortified sites. In fact, given the large number of castles and fortified hamlets scattered
through the various boroughs of the valley, interest in this initiative needs to be stimulated; the presentation,
in such an exceptional setting, of the work done on the most significant of these sites may help to create
the right cultural climate for attracting owners and public bodies to embark on a programme leading the
various parties involved to achieve the aforementioned
goals. The project should therefore be conducted with
the synergy of various disciplines able to valorise and
identify all the related aspects.
As well as the more famous sites such as Poppi,
Romena, Porciano, Chiusi, Castel San Niccolo, there
are lesser hamlets where only traces of the ancient
fortifications remain and sites where only the expert
eye of the archaeologist can assist in identifying the
faint indications present.
Confirming the excellence and importance of this
programme and of the work done up until now is the
survey project of the entire hamlet of Poppi which,

The village of Strumi with the ruins of the monastery ; )
and the hill where, probably had been located the first thanks to the collaboration of the Town Council we

Counts Guidi’s castle nearby Poppi. have been able to embark on over the last few days.
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The work relating to documentation of the Porta a Porrena, situated under the Benedictine Abbey of San
Fedele was, incidentally, the subject of a recent study workshop.

These surveys were also used to verify the development of a methodological protocol for the realisation and
certification of surveys using 3D laser scanners.

Publication of the first, albeit partial, results of these surveys, especially that of Poppi castle, is merely the
first step of this project which should lead to the participation of other interested parties, in the conviction
that the relevance of such experience and the educative and analytical possibilities it throws up should be
able to attract the attention of public bodies and local, provincial and regional administrations.

A method of documentation such as that proposed would enable the creation of an organised network
of Guidi sites on a consortium basis as the next step, thereby permitting a better understanding and
interpretation of the system of fortifications built in northern Casentino by the Conti Guidi family.

The next stage would then be to conduct surveys of all the known sites and, subsequently, in-depth
investigations aimed at identifying the presence in the area of further evidence of the past, adding to the
already consistent historic and architectural heritage of the Valley. The natural outcome being to find the
funds needed for the maintenance, preservation and adequate valorisation which such a heritage deserves.
To conclude, the aim of the programme is to create from the original medieval network of fortifications
created to control the territory a modern network of the same which ensures their valorisation and
safeguarding.

The point cloud from the 3D survey of the castle of Poppi.
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