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Venice homages Baldeweg

Matteo Zambelli

The exhibition dedicated to Juan Navarro Baldeweg at Venice’s Ca’

Pesaro is a sort of zodiac combining the entire spectrum of the

Spanish master’s works: painting, sculpture, and architecture
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On 25 May, Ca’ Pesaro in Venice inaugurated the exhibition Navarro
Baldeweg: Rings of a Zodiac, curated by Ignacio Moreno Rodriguez.

Baldeweg, who admits that he’s always thought of himself more as an artist

than an architect, comments: “The exhibition addresses the entire spectrum

of my experimentation: painting, sculpture, installations, conceptual works,

and architecture. Each of these experiences speaks a different language but

they all share a common denominator that unites them and gives coherence

to my entire oeuvre.” The objective is to evidence the same ideas and

concepts running through an artistic quest that has embraced different

disciplines and media, and show that it is precisely these ideas and concepts,

expressed and intersecting in different ways, that de�ne a unitary corpus of

works where “what is important is not the form, which is just the physical

manifestation, but the conceptual dimension underpinning the works”.

GO TO THE GALLERY
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As Renato Bocchi, professor of architectural and urban composition at IUAV

Venice, says, “his architectures are not notable for the allure of their

admirable �gurative or stylistic inventions, but for their subtle intrinsic

character as spatial and structural machines.”

The works are not exhibited in chronological order but organized around

four force-ideas that permeate Baldeweg’s entire oeuvre: gravity (weight,

equilibrium), light, body (horizon, hand), and processes (construction,

destruction). Thus grouped, they form four rings, evidencing the common

threads linking paintings, sculptures, and architectures created in different

periods using different media for different purposes. The closeness of these

rings writes Ignacio Moreno, “allows spectators to move through the mental

space of the artist,  hopping from ring to ring and exploring the works on

display as elements within an artistic zodiac.” Some 150 works are on display

in two rooms, arranged in such a way as to reproduce what Baldeweg de�nes

as a workshop, an artist’s studio: the physical representation of the

architect’s mental constellation. The Spanish master considers the exhibition

to be a trailer, because “the splendid space made available in Ca’ Pesaro is

not very big, and thus the exhibition represents a summary of my work, each

point of which could be expanded, representing the starting point for

individual exhibitions to be staged in the future.”

Navarro Baldeweg: Rings of a Zodiac 
curated by Ignacio Moreno 

Ca’ Pesaro, International Gallery of Modern Art, Venice 

25 May – 7 October 2018
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