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In February 2018, the Department of Architecture of the University of 

Florence (DIDA) promoted an open and public analysis and evaluation of 

the research carried out by the Department during its first five years of 

existence in order to define its strategy, the relationship with third and 

second cycle education, the role of experimental research and the DIDA-

LABS laboratory system, as well as of research units and inter-university 

research centers.

The objective of the DIDA Research Week, through the documentation, 

communication and evaluation of the activites carried out by the De-

partment in national and international research projects or in individual 

or exploratory projects, is an analysis and an in-depth reflection on the 

research activites at all levels carried out during the first five years of 

the Department: a wide and transparent reflection which communicates 

what the research carried out by DIDA is in all its different forms, call-

ing the most qualified colleagues in Florence, Italy and abroad to discuss 

and to evaluate it and to contribute to the identification of future goals, 

strategies and actions.

The transparency strategy in scientific communication developed by the 

Department plays a central role not only concerning the dissemination of 

knowledge but above all for the effective evaluation by the entire scien-

tific community, certainly more effective than the current assessment 

procedures.The increasingly international dimension of research and ed-

ucation requires the maximum possible transparency and accessibility of 

research results.

The Department’s commitment to supporting scientific journals, the 

DIDAPress publishing, the Communication Laboratory and the first DIDA 

Research Week itself aims to meet this need.
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 Architecture
 and Auto-construction
LAA
prototyping | modelling | DIY architecture

The “Architettura e Autocostruzione” Lab, belongs to the DIDALABS net, and is focused 

on research development and students training. The Lab is aimed at developing, increas-

ing and promoting the culture of auto-construction in the architectural design. This cul-

tural activity comprehends all the experiences, at the different scales, including all the 

steps of the objects fulfilment, from the conceptual design to the final realization. The 

research activities are made on real models, prototypes and 1:1 scale systems, which are 

both the final product of the work and in–progress subject of study.

The proposed procedure, based on the adoption or models in the design developing and 

optimization, can be applied from the urban scale, such urban staging and temporary 

constructions, to the detail scale, such as structural nodes or single components. 

The “Architecture and Auto-Construction Lab” supports all activities where the adoption 

of 1:1 models is an essential part of the students training, or research and integrative ac-

tivities.

Scientifi c Coordinators
Antonio Capestro
Leonardo Za�  

Address
Santa Teresa, 
via della Mattonaia, 8
Firenze

Lab Technician
Aldo Regoli

PROTOTYPING MODELLING
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ENHANCE LEARNING
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DIDA, the Department of Architecture of the Univer-
sity of Florence, performed an open and public analy-
sis and evaluation of the scientific research carried 
out during the first five years of activity since its 
establishment, in order to define its research stra-
tegies, their relationship with the 2nd and 3rd cycle 
education, the role of experimental research and the 
system of labs at DIDA (DIDALABS), as well as the 
role of research units and interuniversity research 
centers.
The aim of the DIDA Research Week Book 2018 is 
to communicate the results of such research, in all 
the aspects which were carried out at DIDA during its 
first five years of activity. 
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