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Between Bindo Altoviti and Cosimo 1:
Averardo Serristort, Medici Ambassador

in Rome
FMAMNUELA TERRETTI

As much asYour Excellency writes to me
aboue observing the Florennnes, strenuous
elforts are not needed o persuade me, since
this business s as dear to my heart as it is o
vours. Monetheless, being vmverally
despised by them, T can penetrate their
secrets only with difficulny. NMevertheless 1
wiall do what | ean, and vou can be certnn

of knowing what will come ol i my
comnnications, withour any reservations
whatsoever,?

In this lewer af 21 March 15535, Averardo di
Antomo Serristorn (1go7—1 500}, the Medici
ambassader o Boome, expluned o Cosimo |
his role as a spy on the Florentine exiles in the
wake of Cosimo’s victory over the fiiorsei in
the War of Siena. A member of a Florent
aristocratic family long close o the Meder,?
Averardo Serristort served three terms as
ambassador to Rome: 1541-45, 154755, and
paf—ig. Apart from his success mprevioos

assigiiments, Averardo was well qualified to be
ambassador when he fivst arrived in ome in
15404 Although Pope Paul T was hostle to
the Medici 4 Averrda’ Bither Amome had
been a friend of both the pope and Plero
Ridolfi. the father of Cardinal Niccold Ridolr,
a leader of the political exiles in Romes
Morcover, Averado understood the Florentine
merchant community in Bome, since he had
been apprentced w his family’ silk and gold
firms, and his father aod hos vncle had oes o
somte of the most inportant Florentine mer-
chant-bankers in ILome®

Averardo Serristori was an especially effec
tive ambassador Decause he became an intimate
participant in the intellecrual and aroistie circles
e Rome, s friendships with leading human
ises and patrons allowed him o moniar the
activities of both the papacy and the communi-
ty of Florentines. Medici ambassadors of the
sixteenth century were widely noted for cheir
culrure and educanon, and Averardo was no
cxception.” In the 15405, his tes to the courts
of Cardimal Radolfi and Cardinal Alessandro
Farnese facilitated Tus spying on Florenime
exiles. who were generally opposed w Medici
rule. Averardo also frequented the papal Curia

ro promete the clerical career of his son
Hartolomeo® who he hoped would be creaced
cardinal? His intimacy with Farnese circles was
considered so dangerous by Cosimo 1 who
accused him of bemy “too free wich the papal
entourage” (rroppo Sargo coe § papadi) 02 that the
embassy secretary, Barrolomeo Concing, was
charged with keeping an eye on Averardo him-
self0 Wohen 1545 the duke recassigned
Averardo as ambassador o Charles Vo in
Germany, he was replaced in Roome by
Alessandro del Caceta, whom the pope did not
favor. Because Averardo had been so close w
the Farnese,'s he was sent back o leome when
del Caccia was recalled because of a quarre]
between Cosine and the pope concernimyg the
Dovinican order in Florence '+

A reconciliation between Cosimo and the
moderate political exiles took place only after
the Battle of Montemurdo (31 July—1 August
1557), a deteat chat had destroved the hopes of
the extles, However, Cosima’s relations with
Cardinal Miceold Radolf were stll stroned,
and Averardo therefore focused his attention an
the cardinal, as well as on che unyielding
Raberto and Piero Strozed. “Far from accepting
defeat, the cardinal continued a tenacious
strugele conststing only of diplomatie inergue,
but this was no less annoving to the duke,
adolfis aim was to disgrace Cosimo [ in the
eyes of the emperor. Cleverly exploitng the ill
will of others, he succeeded in gening the
pope and the imperial ambassador himsell o
help him in his endeavors™ s

Cardhinal Ridolfi gachered around him a
circle of ralented artists and ntellectuals that
included Michelangelo, Annibal Caro, and the
privter Francesco Priscianese, ' Priscianese was
an especially important fgure in this group, n
part due to his close ties with the cardinal,
which Pictro Aretino tried to exploic
Proascanese was connected with the writer
Claudse Tidone ' bae abowve all with Donago
Giannotd and Pier Vettori. ™ Giannotti, for
example, set the second Dalope in ! glormi cfe
Drante consand weel cercare Ulaferme ¢ il Puparorio
between Michelangelo, Luigi del Riccio, and
Agromao Perreo m Priscianese’s honse 2 A
[riend of Averardo Serristors, Priscianese was a
mative of Peve a Presciano (1 villyge near
Montevarchi, Arezzo), where the Serristor
Gannly possessed land. 2 Averardo save
Priscianese a large number of @mits begmmng i
July 15412 and Priscianese insturn helped
Averandos son Bartolomeo, s Priscianese held
republican sentiments, and he ook part m the




pratection of Florence when the city was
besieged by imperial forces in 1527, However,
m 1543, Averarde suggested thar Duke Cosimo
use Priscianese’s press ro print the Justinian
Pandects of Laurenziana, ™ Averardo len
Priscianese 100 scudn i order to pay Luigi del
[Liccia, one of the members of the stanipenia.=f
Tov show his grattude for the loan, Priscianese
dedicared to Averardo Paolo del Bosso’s trans-
lation of the Tivelve Caesars by Suetonius, pring
ed in 1544 at his expense by Antonio Blado. =
Averardo became friendly with Blado, who also
printed the madrigals dedicated to Bindo
Aleowitn (fig. 126).727

While Averardo’s friendship with
Priscianese was uscfil for keeping an eve on
the court of Cardinal Ridolf, Averardo’s status
as ambassador kept him i close conmact with
the mmediate circle ol Paul [, especially
Cardinal Alessandre Farnese and his court.
Bindo Altovia was pare of this circle: for exam-
ple, he and Pacla Giovie had broughe Glorgio
Vasari to the notce of the Farnese. Cardinal
Farnese allowed Averardo Serristori access to
the Accademia della virtn (Academy of virte).
Thas group of scholars, led by Claudio Toloamei
of Sicna, debated many aspects of the ancient
waorld, in pargcular Vieriviuss creatise De
arclitetiura, There was especially strong interest
m Vatrovius at this time, and many intellectuals
nust have participated in the academy's discus-
sions, although only a few names are docu-
mented. ® Averardo’s terest in Vitruvius dated
back tor the 15208, as Gherarde Spini reports:

[FMetro Vettor, most learned man., tescified
that in MDXX . in the company of him
|Michelangelo|, of Antomo degli Albern,
and of Averardo Serristor, very wise wen-
tlemen, and of Grovin Francesco da San
Gallo and Lorenzo Crescl, very excellent
artficers, considered and examined a large
part of the writings of Viravias; o hap-
pened that vartous events caused them 1o

leave the study imperfect.3?

The circle of Vitruvius scholars whe had gach-
ered around Ippolito de” Medicd also included
Claudic Tolomei, whom Averardo may have
knowen i thas period.® Averardo and
Priscranese were also close to Cardinal
Marcello Cerving (150015440, 2 man of letters
who was very miterested i architecture. On his
behalf, Averardo an 2z October 15410 asked
Cosimo for a reliet of the Villa Powme o
Caiano, an excellent example ol o villa
all'anticg 32

The culeural lineage of the Aaademia defla
virtt was described inoa letrer Raphael and
Baldesar Castighone wrote to Leo 2098 Among
those who took part in the academy in Rome
between 1541 and 1545 were Tolome, Maolza,
Cesano, and Giovio, 34 whao had all enlivened
hoth the Florentne and Koman circles of
Ippolito de” Medici. Ie should alse be stressed
that Ippolito first founded an academy called
Aeeaidemia della vt

In Romne the Accadeniia defla Vieed was
tounded under the magnanimous authority
of Ippolite Medici Grand Cardmal; thas
enterprise did not bave a mono because
these famous academies, splendor of our
century, argued about how eirn should be
depicred; in the meantime the sune gener-
ots Clardimal dhed, and no further attemprs
were miade, since some were of the opinion
that vt had died with the death of this
prefate, @ true contenmnporary Maccenas of

VIFLLIS] 33

Ciovio remarked on the ideal contnuicy
between the patronage of [ppolite and thar of
Alessandro Farnese: 1 then exhorted master
Girorgio Vasart of Arerzo o make his art to the
sante level, with the promise he will find that
[the Cardinal Farnese| is no less generous than
the Cardinal de’ Medicr” " These academies
therefore encompassed a group of relatonships,
rather than the culoural program of one indi-
vidual. Moreover these academies promoted
fricndships, as well as the presnge that such
commections could bring.

Averardo Serristori played a crucial role as o
mediator between Costmao and Paol 1 in a
dispute over ecclestasneal tithes ino 1544, Bindo
Alraviens bank {with Scoo scudi) and a consor
tiwim of Florentine bankers made up by
Cavaleand, Giraldi, and della Stufa {gooo scudi)
handled the transactions 7 Among the other
urgent issues the ambassador was concerned
with in the mid-1 5405 was the conuol on the
alenn s of the Appaano® and the argument
between Paul 1 and Cosimo abour Benedeto
Accold, cardinal of Ravenna, who was por-
trayed by Benvenuro Celling s Averardos han
dling of this kst dispure gained him the respect
and friendship of the cardinal .+

When he reterned o Roome 1547,
Averardo found a mwch calmer political situa
ton, Costimo 1 no longer feared the Farnese,
Tawving evercome most of his quarrels with Paal
L4 The elecnion of Julws T in 1550,
achivved mopart through Averardo’s diploma-

Apperidio:

Ferrerts

s |
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eyt brought two vears of stability in the rela-
tioms between Duke Cosine and the papacy,
and consequently also between the duke and
the Florentne Manon. 41 Julius 1] wanted o
build his fanilys funerary chapel in the
Mations church, San Giovanni det Fiorentin, a
project that Michelingelo and Bindo Altovie
supported +# During this period, Averardo may
have begun the reconstruction of his oam
palace i Borgo Vecchio: he alio began o sup-
port the antiquarian mterests of his duke and
duchess.+s Averardo was agan in touch with
the scholars and literati who an the Acadenia
defla virtr, now athered around Cardinal Pio
da Carpis® In 1554 on behalf of Cosino,
Averardo asked the cardinal for help 11 obrain
ing medals with the nmage of the Chimera,
which had been discovered shortly betore ac
Arczzo and which was a prestigions monwment
of the efrsati toscamna. 7

As the duke’s delegare in Bome, Averardo
handled various supphicanons, warnings, and
mtercessions from the Florentmes 8 The rela-
tions between the Nation and the duke soon
became ditficult. In 1543, the Florentine exile
poet Paole del Rosso was arreseed and extra-
dited; Sermistori had been friendly with him in
the 154084 During the War of Siena m 1554
and 1355, Serristor was actively engaged in
spying on Florentines. Averardo looked for help
= unsuceesstully — among the few who were
not apposed to Costimo, with the hope of loas-
erang the solidity of the Francophile group. s

The principal leader of the ant-Medici
group in Rome was Bindo Altovid, and
numerous letters from Averardo to Cosimo
deseribe Bindos activites, They refer to his
relations with Julius I and 1w his influence on
his tellow-citizens’ conduct in Hoome, When
Cosimoe warned the Florentine merchant-
bankers nat to give the French credit, for
example, Beroardo Accrauoli declared he could
not carry out such an order, but Bindo cleverly
asked Averardo Serristori for a written order by

o 51

Duke Cosimo, which he could not prow
Huowever, there 15 no evidence that Bindo and
Averardo were part of the same inteflectual cir-
cle. Although Bindo had certain connections
with the Farnese, and was known to have host-
ed an Accademin de I anded devored to music,
Binde’s invobament in humanise LTOLPS Seems
to have been hnned,

I elations between Averardo and che
Mation had worsened in the summer of 15354,
after an episode mvolving a leter from the
king of France. Serrstori attended a lunch

organized by the Nanon’s consul to celebrace
Samt John's Day, at which tme he sezed the
letter fromn the king, which requested financial
assistance from the Florentine merchane-
bankers. In spite of requests Fom the French
ambassador that Serristori be replaced, and che
protests lodged by the ant-Mediceans {led by
Giovanni Barrista Alvovie), Julius 1 remained
nentral, and relations between the pope and the
ambassacor soon improved 52 O this occasion
Cosima decided o retain the man he had
called his procuratere durimg the negotacions
started by Julius 11T in June 1553 to “armmge
the affars of Siena”™ and granted Averardo great
Ao,

Following the confiscation of Bindok
Tuscan holdings in 14554, Averardo made great
cftores to seize the bankers oman properties
as well. However, Julius U1 was a friend of
Bando and retused to allow the confiscation, =
Uy March 1545, the situaton had become very
difticult for the ambassader: 1 find mysell here
engulted by thar harred which Your Excellency
Enenws, and even maore, that 101 leave my post,
God forbid, it will be with much danger and
suspicioe. 5 I 1545, Cosimo 1 recalled
Averardo o Florence because che ambassador
had been accused of being involved in the
murder of Giovan Francesco Giugm, one of
the most acoive Florentine political exiles,
Heowever, in September 1501, Averardo
returned to ILome, where he died in 1569, 2
tew months before Pios V made Cosimo grand
duke of Tuscany,

This vssiey 15 a part of 4 study of the pamonage of
Averando Serristort that will be published shortly |
am gratetul v Vanna Arrighi, Marto Bevilacqua, and
Dimitrios Zikos for their valuable advice.

e ASE Med Pring, 3273 fol. 915 bis:
CQuante a quelle che UEccellenza Vostra
serive dell’osservare i lorenting, non & bsogmo

che Ta duri fanga in persuadermelo, per esserms
queste negoeio o coore pariment che s ler Mo
di mena sendo o cost universalmente odiso &
loma, ditficilmente posso penetrare i secren lose
Tuttavia fard quelle che porrd e si renda cersa
d'havers a sapere quanto verrd sempre inma
notizia senza ciservo alcuno, X5E Med Prime
3273, [l 914 bis.
2. The diplsmatic career of Averando Serriston o
simnalar tor that of other members of the Florentse
aristocecy who supported the Medicn before 100
(for example, the Niccoling, Guicciarding, and
Roucellai), and thus “anncipated the court befes =




creation.” (Litchfield o860, po 300, For Serrstorsy
Gaumily relationships with the Medict, see Tognet
200%, Pp- 1 34-55.
3. D15 37 Serristors was an extraordinary ambas-
spdor to Chardes Vo in 1538 he was sent oo Corrona
to supervise buildiong of the fortificanoens ar Arczzo
arzd Boreo Sansepoleno {required because of the wen-
stans with the papacy resulting from Oteavio
Farnese's war against the duchy of Camerine]: in
133040 e was captain of Fiviezano: in 1540
Cosimo | made him a senator.
4.0 the tense relanons berween Paul 1 and
Cosimee Lsee: Lupn Crentile 1g06: Spim 1080, P,
l=77; Firpo 1907, pp. 3 11—20.
5. Averardo refers to the friendship between his
fGather and Piero Fidolli moa leter of 18 Apral 1542,
quoeted in Fermai 1882, porpn Averardo also recalled
the familariey berween his father and Pauld [T trom
tlee years wlhen Paul was at the court of Piere de’
Medici; Serristor TR33, porsn (22 Mav 1545).
o T election of Paud 1 did not displace
Flosrentine financiers from their crucial mle in che
fnances of the papacy. The importance of the frms
of Averarde di Salvestro Serristoris sons has been
pointed our by Tognetn 2003, ppo1sg—w, The firm’s
books testity b commnercial or Baancial relatons
with many Florentine hanker families in [ome i
the 15206 ASL Serristors, Famiglia, 71504,
Averardo’s sister married the banker Giovanm
sandolfing. In 1530 his second cousin, Costanea i
Cicnanni i Bartisea Serristori, married Alamanno di
Lacopa Salvian, the cldest brother of the cardinals
Citeweanmi and Bernardo Salviata.

Averardo also had associacions in his vourh wirh
the papal coure, especially during the reign of
Clemene VI He was g friend of the Flonenone
Crionnant Barscio i Wone, ASE Serristorn,
Farmetia, 714 There were also financeal connections
between Averardos cousmm, Giovan Battsaa i
Francesco Jdi Averardo Servistori, and the coure of
ClemencVI1; thid., .

7. A, Contn, “ENinastia, patriziato ¢ polifica esten:
ambasciatori e segretar medicer nel Cinguecentn,”
Chedrare 86 {1, po 8. O the cultural back-
ety of ambassadors, see Cammelo Cechapin,
{:urn:w.fu o "arte .-fr:qlll' anibisriatond caenss in Frareia
{25 0=1557) (P, 2001], pp. xi—xn.

&, Born in 1523, he was desygmated archbishop of
Trami i 1541, He died e Foome i 1554,

0. ASE Med Prine, 3272, tol. 7o0: Sermistor (o
Lesrenen _I:'.]_L';lh. [Lome, 16 March 1554,

1. ASE Med Prine, 3204 [0l 552, Cosimo | fre-
quently recalled rhe ambassador.

[ 1. Berristort 1853, p. xxvil,

[ Fir]?l.'. NIV L P SerTIsEnTE S AR EINCnL
Crerntny ended in 1547,

13, Lupo Gentile tgon, poo.

15. Rooherto Bidalk, Cpseeli di sterfa lesterarin ¢ di
emdiziene (Florence, 1o42), poriz,
1, O Care, see Condive 1998, pon, On

Priscianese, sec: Redig de Campos 19338; Ridolf, Apperidia:

oth g1z Roberto Ridolfi, "Mote sul Priscianese Kt
stampacorne ¢ st forenone” La Bilbfofilie 43
[(May—June 19430, pie 20195,

7. Areting and Priscianese niet m Venice, where
Francesco had gone to prine his works Diefla Higea
sonesen anel e priei privips della lingua
romanAreting 1goE, val, 1, leter 160, o352 note, At
a dinmer at Titans howse, Priscanese met Tacopo
Fardi, a proec, and .I:“'"F"“‘ Sansoving: O Padon,
Mowrwiti del Rivasimento Teero (Padua, vo78), pp.
PImTy

t#, Condma oo, po 2.

ro. Roedie de Canpos 1938, ot [adolfi, [oth
LEp5 2, PR Ode- O,

20, Steinmann 1932 Deoclecio Redig de Campos,
e, Diafepli ff Donare €annotsi de” giord che Dante
oz ol sereare U Dgferen e o prrgadorio (Florence,
toig) Redig Jde Campos 1938, p,o1o%, thought that
Priscianese was the printer chosen for the edinion of
the Carezoricre Ty Michelangelo, Bor Gramnoni and
del Riceio had been engaged on that work sinee
1545, For Petreo, see; Roberto Radolh, Awieni Peone
simamnister ¢ Sibliofilo del Cingueaento (Flovence, 11}
Bvare s, pp. ar-os.

21 The Best acousitions were made by Averardo’s

uncle, Loreneo, berinniog in t4o8. ASE Serristori.
Famiglia, 275, Betore he arrived in Rome ino1540,
he had been rector of the Collegiate of Figline
Waldarno, For Priscianese relanons with Caludio
Tolomet, Giovanbattista Alemanni, and Paolo del
oo, see Stimoncelll 1goo, p. 35,

22,45

23, Ihid. Priscianese tound someone to produce a

s Serrstord, Faglia, 733,

casp ol a codex For Averardo® son, Baccalomea, and

abso procured other books to wach the young

prelate who had come with s father to Riome,

24, Perche meendo che V. B, vuol far stampane e
Pandette won vogho mancare di divle come qui
wTE une messer Prancesco della Preve a
Presciano, domime iV E,, ot amiche mio, il
guale b cominciato una stanmperia, e anche il
papa di a stanpare cert libri anticha della sua
libreria of man pid sconpan, poiche fa una letrera
anticha dells medesinga sorte di guella grande &
Bazilea, ma assai pil bella, come V. E. potra
veders per una nosera, L quale fra XV morni
potr mandare” ASE Maed Pring, 3204, [0l 11
(7 February 15430, About this edition see
SPAENCSL 1,

24, ASE Serristor, Famiglia, 733 (20 February 1543).

2, Beediy de Campos 1938, pp. 166, 170; Simoncell

90, Pl

27 0m 8 July 1842, Serristort wrote to Cosime 1,

“Clon la presente mande a VE. la bolla del Conerluo

I quale per ancora non - state pubblicata, ma per
essere e di guello che P stampaa [Blada], mi
ha dare quesea anchora che ebbn expresso comanda-
mente i non mostrarks né darda @ persona alevna”
(Wath e present letrer, T send to Your Excellency

the Bull of the Councl which 15 nor yer promnlgac- i35
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ed, but because [ am a friend of the printer [Bladal,
he has given it to me, although 1 have been expressly
ordered not to show nor sive it o anyone.) ASE
Med Prine, 3264, fol. g5z,

28 André Chastel, “Le cour des Farnese er |'idéolo-
e romaine” in Le Balais Farnése, vol, 1 part 2
(Romme, 181}, pp. o073 Averardo olien visited the
residence of Margarer of Austria, where he et
Cardinal Farnese. Serristori 1853, pu 450

25 Documented partcipants include Tacopo Vignola
and Francesco Paciorto, and the pontefical architects
Antomio da Sangallo the Younger and Lacopo
Meleghino. Pagliara 1o86, po72 note 24; Daly Davs
TR0, P TEE- S

O the acadenry, see: Daly Thavis 1g8ag:
Fredérique Lemerle, ed., Les aneiations de Guillame
Phiitandrier sor fe D Avcliivectone de Viemwe, Divres 1
IV (Pans, zeoal, pp. rg—17: Brothers 20012 Giinther
2002, ppo 126027, For example, Paolo Giovio relicd
o members of the acadenmy to develop his Vicavian
interests, exacthy when he was placing aneient ruins
inn his Museo; Maller 1goo, po1 320 Guillaume
Philandier argued with Giovio about the sricdings in
Virruvius; Daly Davis 1008, poo¥,

1. "Pretro Vetor, homo dortissinae ne fece oestl-
moniangs com'egli nel MK ic] in compagmia
sua [Michelingelo|, d'Antonio degdi Albery o

" Averardo Serristort gentilhuomin gindisiosisim
et di Giovan Francesco da San Gallo et Lorenzo
Crescl, artefict eocellentissimi viddero et esansi-
naron gran parte degli sericn di Viteuvio; svveng
che per divensi secidenn lasciassero poi tale studio
impetfetto.” Gherardo Spini, £ ire primi fbei sapra
Pistinztont de® Gree e de' Laiing architeniorl, cited by
Uriseina Aciding Luchinar, in I disegna fstereorio:
Trastati mediced darchisetne, edited by Franco Borsi
(Florence. 1osa), vol. 1, p. 51 See also Pagliary 1986,
.t

it O ppolico, see Michele 17 Ercole, T Cardinale
Tppalite de” Medic ([ Terlizzi, vy, [ppolito was in
Florence between July 1524 and May 1527, The
impartance of the voung Ippolite for the saady of
Vitruvius i these years in Florence is the subject of
a torthcoming article by the aunthor

320 0m Corvimg, see: Léon Doves, “Le Cardinal M.
Cervini et Vimprimerie 3 Rome” Mélanges de Bl
frargaiz de Rome 11 (18g2), pp. 280—311; Pio Pascluni,
“Un cardinale editore; Marcelle Cervind" i idem,
Clinguecento rane ¢ viforma cattalice (Iome, 1p58),
pe- 3831 30 10 E. Colfin, “Pope Marcelin 11 and
architecture,” Arduitecnure o (1979), pp. 1200 William
W Hudon, Marcelle Cering and Beclesiasised
Coorerrmuens s Teidewtine Iraly {DeBalb, 11, 19g2);
Paola Placennni, La biblietecn off Marcello 1 Clorvivg
(Rome, zo01); Ruschi 200z,

For the reliet of the villa of Poggio a O
ASE Med Prine, 3264, fol. 52v: Serristori to Cosimo
[, from Camering, on 22 October 1591,

O Cervins villa at Vive 'Oircia (Siena),

T4

designed by Antonio da Sangalle the Younger
(together wath the cardinal), see Ruschi zo02, pp.

17570,
33 Pagliara 1086, p. 6 Brothers 2001, p 137
Giinther 200z, p, 127,
34 Draly Dravis tood, poos: Malen oo, p.oigz,
287 Hooma fu fondaca 'Aceademia della Vieth
satto Ta magnanima auroricd d"Hippolite Medici
Ciran Cardinale, questa impresa lu senz morro
|.1L'|.1.'|::|-;:‘ fra qued fumosi accademic, 5plm|dur i
duesto nostro secolo, fu conteasto o gual ﬁ]éﬁ:i.]
st dovesse dipingere Ty wircl, in quel merzo
venne lo stesso FENCPOL0 Cardinale 3 morte. non
sicerco altro perché volsero aleuni che la virei
fusse morta per la morte di quel prelaco vero
mecenate di vertuost a nostri giornd,” Ragiona-
merete i L Conetile sopra le proprieri delle inpress
e pariicolioed de i acrademicd affiliait et con fterpe-
taziond of craniche {Pavia, 1374), p. 42, quoted in
”ili}r' Davis rgfio, P 197 note 31, inmerman
L, 115,
30 Letter w Alessanden Farnese, 21 Jaouary 1543,
Pavle Giovie, Lettere, eddited by Giuseppe Guida
Ferrero, vol. 1 (Fome, 1056], p. 303, Giovio ale
wrote o Cosimo T o report thae the favor he had
received from the Medici popes Leo 2 and Clemeny
WIT was continued under Cardinal Alesandro
Farnese, Ibid., p. 307 10 March 1543,
37 The bank of Bindo Aleovin was mvoldved in the
timse payment (4 July 1544}, and the group of
Florentine bankers i the tellowving one (y August
1544k ASE Sernstori, Famiglia, 733, The T TIONS
concerivig the dectston aboue the size and the for-
malities of the rithes pavinent besan in October
1543 the letters m ASE Med Prine, 1265 and 3266,
testify te the complex neooriadons herween
Cavdinal Ricei and the ambassador, About the drhes
pavanents of 1538 and 1540, see Spini 1980, pp. rog,
TP, 11,
3% Lupo Gentile 1gon, pp. 878y,
3 Enea Costancing, I Coardieal o Ravesma ol SORETH
i Ancorr ¢ il swee processe softa Panls 11 {Pesaro,
LG G Fragnato, “Un pratese alla corre di Cosimo
1" Ahivin Stavice Pratese 12 (186). p. 50 note g
g As idicived by correspondence: ASE Carre
Accaltl, 2, 11, 16-17; ASE Serristori, Famiglia,
F38-—30.
41 5pint 1980, . L0
42, Serristori 18453, ;o257 Pastor 1055, vol, 6, p. 33
The day alter Julas 15 election, the duke gave
Serristort 1ooo scudi.
43-Adter all it was a very inconstant singaton: i
December 1550, Averardo, on behall of the duke.
negotared with the MNation's merchane-bankers
about the financial matcers connected wich the s
cession of the cardimal of Ravenga; ASE Med Pros
satg, fol g1 Inovssz, an the festival of Candsloms
the governor of the Pietas brotherhood could nos
find anyone willing to take the holy symbol and
SIVE I L0 SerTistor, f'.']'|_|}' alter some negniatiom
and compromises were Francesco Pandolfing and
Francesco Ubalding available: Polverim Fost 1ous =
4235, Maoreover, in spring of that vear, the stract ses




veillance of Paolo del Teosso began; see Simoncelli

LOUHE, - T

44 Bruno Contardi, " Dhsegni ¢ modelli per San
Ciiovanni dei Fiorentin, 1530—1 500" in: Giulio Carlo
Argan and Bruno Contardi, Michelarpels archifetie
(Milan, 1guo). p. 342 For Michelangelo and Alrovite,
see Wasars 1508 od. 10640, vl 6, e B

1%, Although leters from Averardo o Ciosimee in the
carly 15508 show indications of mterest in ancient
Foonan marbles, i was only after 1560 thae
SerTistor:’s '|:||_"||_;- becane i11||:'|nr1_ur]r foor .‘Li.'l.]'l.li.l.'il'lg
objects for the ducal eollections; Cristofani 1974, p.
L

A Dhaly Travis 1o, . 1R,

47, ASE Mued Prine, 3272, fol. jo4 guoted in
Cristefani 1979, p 12 Both Vasari and Cellini wrote
ahout the discovery of the Chimera, As letters
addressed 1o Dernardine Mathed testify, Pler Vertord
was also interested inthe iconography of the
Clhirmnera; Carrara 19494, p. 320

4%, The marrers dealt with were varions; for vxam-
ple, the demand of exemprion from the tthe’s pay-
ment that Averardo showed the duke on behalt of
Ciaonan Drartisra Ciallern (ulius 111% stewand and alrar
hew): ASE Med Princ, 1200, fol. 527.

4. See Simoncelll 1ogo, p 85,

s Within the Florentine conumunity, Sertistor
comld count on his icndship with Pler Antonio
Banding, Roberto Ubaldini (his son Camillo worked
in his bank), and Giovanmi Pandolfini (his brother-
in-low and morcover “provveditore del Consolato™
in t554). He bad also had friendly relations with
Franeeseo Del Nero: ASE Med Prine, 3273, fol. 510,
st Thid., 3272, fol., 532 (1 Fehruary 15454,

2. Cancagalli tooz, p. 238; Polvering Fost 1994, pp.
05— Although i che middle ol July, SerTISOrT S
stay in Bome seened 1o have come o an end. on
3l Julw_ﬁ, Baldovine del Monte, the ]"HPL'?:‘ brarher,
ivited him oo lunch at the Villa Giulia. In Auagust,
Sereistort hoasted to Cosimo T of being “tenuto |dal
papa| sempre per buon rispecto, all’eser cunciat
la dimesticherza di lunga mano want il suo ponnfi
catoT ASE Med Princ, 31273, fol, s72.

1. With regand to the letter of the French king,
Cosime believed Sernstoris version of the event, in
l.',']'|_|_|_']'| |:||.- sad he _|1.|.|_’| 4Tl snatched the |.I..'T|I|.“ZI' fromm
the comsul and reported he had been unfaidy
assaulted (ASE Med Princ, 3273, ol 425). The orgi-
nzl of Cosimo'’s prosy concerning Averardo and the
negotiations that ook plice i June 1533 {“acco-
madare le cose di Siena™ is in ASE Serristori,
Famiglia, 304,

54. 1bid., 5374, foks, 3o, 300 (30 May 1554)

55."To mi trove gqui con quell’odio 3 doso che
PE.V. sa et piit ancora in modo che vacando la seds,
che il Dhig non veglia, seard con nuolto pericoln vt
sospetto. " Thid., 3273, folowa s Lris.
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