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In accordance with the Erasmus+ application for the exchange programme between 

Florence University (UniFi) and Yerevan State University (YSU) the teaching programme 

focused on the subjects of Survey methodology and analyses of architectural heritage in 

the middle age, two main areas of research of the Chair of Medieval Archaeology of UniFi 

for which YSU requested a specific transfer of knowledge.

The methodological and analytical tools of Architecture were presented taking into con-

sideration case studies selected from the sites of Vaiots Dzor Region, where UniFi and 

YSU with the sponsorship of MAECI are conducting a wide territorial survey for studying 

the formation of landscapes around the Silk Road, mainly in Mongolian period (cc. 13th-

14th). In particular ARATES was taken as an example of a multi-period architectural com-

plex (cc. 9th-16th) and the teaching program focused on the concepts of: site, architec-

tural complex and building structure. 

Workplace training has developed on territorial bound sites.

Areni, whose architect seems to have worked with Arates and Noravank too. The castle 

of Sbadaberd, where the use of manuelances from the site of the Tsagatskar monastery 

is suspected; and ultimately the Tsagatskar monastery, where the church of Sang John 

presents the usual metric characteristics of Sions of Arates. The constructive typological 

confrontation between the monastic sites and their territorial relations has laid a gener-

al picture on the territory of Vaiotdzor, becoming the basis of interdisciplinary develop-

ments.
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Silk Road 
Armenia 2014-2015-2016-2017

SILK ROAD 
(AA. 2015-2016)
The activities of the project included:
- Meeting with the Scientific Coordinator of the Eras-
mus+ Project at Yerevan State University Prof. Hamlet 
Petrosyan and with the staff and students;
- Research cooperation with the Yerevan State Univer-
sity for the study of the Silk Roads in Vaiots Dzor and 
visit to the study areas;
- Erasmus + Kick-off meeting.

The DIDA Department of the University of Florence, 
participating in co-ordinated research by SAGAS, be-
came available to promote exchanges and relation-
ships with YSU, graceful to the research activity begun 
in 2013 for the architectural sector. 
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PIANO DI INTERNAZIONALIZZAZIONE DI ATENEO (PIA)
A. Vezzi, B. Zamboni, B. Stefanini, L. Camilli, S. Piacentini, D. Rivetti.

ERASMUS EXTRA-UE
E. Pupi, E. Musolino, E. Corrias, R. Massaro, C. Santoni.

ERASMUS EXTRA-UE TEACHING 2017
Cecilia Maria Roberta Luschi. 

PUBLICATION
Galiela e gavit: parallelismi architettonici del mondo cristiano, 2017

The Making of the Silk Road in Armenia (C7th-C14th): Vaiots Dzor 
and Arates Monastery, 2015.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES
International Youth Forum Yerevan University, Yerevan, Dicembre 2016.

Convegno Conoscere, conservare, valorizzare il patrimonio religioso cul-
turale, Verona, Marzo 2017.

FUNDINGS
Ministero degli Affari Esteri Missioni Archeologiche Italiane: “The 
Making of the Silk Road in Armenia: a light archaeology”, Italy | Arme-
nia, 2014-2017, 48 mesi.

EU Erasmus+ KA107, Università di Firenze - Yerevan State University: 
“International Credit for Mobility”, 2017, 26 mesi.


