URBAN (ORPORS

UNEXPECTED




URBAN CORPORIS X
UNEXPECTED - SPECIAL ISSUE

URBAN CORPORIS X - UNEXPECTED
First Edition, January 2021
M. Milocco Borlini, A. Califano, I.U.V.A.S. FIRENZE, iuvas.org.

This work is distributed under Creative Commons License Attribution - Non-commercial - No derivate works 4.0 International

SJOIG]O,

Publisher

Anteferma Edizioni, Conegliano, Italy
ISBN: 978-88-32050-96-7 (digital version)
www.anteferma.it

The essays in this book have been double-blind peer-reviewed by selected experts

The authors have signed a release in which they take full responsibility for their text and the images included in this book
For any information please contact first urbancorporis@gmail.com or info@iuvas.org

Cover image, Rachel Hurst, Intimate Squared Rooms_R + R’s Room, 2020 Courtesy of the Author.

A BOOK BY IUVAS PARTNER Generazione Urbana
WWW.iuvas.org www.generazioneurbana.it

rehibube for
Urhan Vanations and
Archibertural Syshems

IUVAS




EDITORS
Mickeal Milocco Borlini, PhD, Architecture, Research Fellow, University of Udine, Editor in Chief

Andrea Califano, Post Graduate in Architectural and Landscape Heritage, PhD Candidate, Archi-
tectural Heritage, Sapienza University, Editor

EDITORIAL STAFF

Lelio di Loreto, PhD, Architecture, Sapienza University

Carlalberto Amadori, PhD Candidate, Architecture, University of Florence
Kevin Santus, PhD Candidate in Architecture, Politecnico di Milano
Stefano Sartorio, MSc Architecture, TA at Politecnico di Milano

Arianna Scaioli, Architect, TA at Politecnico di Milano

SCIENTIFIC BOARD

Alessandra De Cesaris, Assistant Professor of Architecture, Sapienza University, Italy
Alessandro Raffa, PhD, Architecture, Adj. Professor at Politecnico di Milano, Italy
Alessia Guerrieri, PhD, Architecture, Sapienza University, Italy

Arianna Bartocci, MSc Architecture, Vice-President at .LUV.A.S., Italy

Chiara Giorgetti, Professor, Fine Arts, Brera’s Academy of Fine Arts, Milan, Italy
Deniz Balik Lokce, Associate Professor at Dokuz Eylul University, Turkey

Emilia Corradi, Associate Professor of Architecture, Politecnico di Milano, Italy
Fabrizia Berlingieri, Assistant Professor of Architecture, Politecnico di Milano, Italy
Francesca Dal Cin, PhD Candidate, Urbanism, Faculty of Architecture, University of Lisbon, Portugal
Francesca Giofré, Associate Professor at Sapienza University, Italy

Laura Pavia, PhD in Architecture and Urban Phenomenology - Adj. Professor at DICEM e Na-
ture-City LAB, Universita degli Studi della Basilicata, Italy

Lorenzo Bagnoli, PhD, Architecture, President at .UV.A.S., Italy

Nadia Bertolino, PhD, M.Sc., Senior Lecturer, Architecture and Community Empowerment,
Northumbria University, UK

Nicola Vazzoler, PhD, Urban Studies, RomaTre University

Paola Ardizzola, Associate Professor, German University in Cairo, Egypt

Paola Rizzi, Professor of Urban Design and Planning, Diver s City, DADU, University of Sassari
Sara Basso, Assistant Professor of Urban Studies, University of Triest, Italy

Sara Caramaschi, PhD, Urban Studies, Post-Doc Researcher, GSSI, LAquila, Italy

Silvia Covarino, Associate Professor, PhD Architecture and Urban Design Program, Faculty of
Engineering and Material Science, German University in Cairo, Egypt



A BOOK OF
ARCHITECTURE, ART,
PHILOSOPHY AND
URBAN STUDIES
TO NOURISH THE
URBAN BODY



URBAN CORPORIS X - UNEXPECTED

Table of Contents

8 INCIPIT

LIVING UNEXPECTEDLY

11 Caged Spaces of Interiority
Less Space and Cabanon
Nicole Cappellari, Silvia Maciel Sdvio Chatagnier

24 Neurotic House: elastic spaces of the Pandemic
Rachel Hurst

36 Kitchen Table Mapping
Rennie Tang
43 Nesting in Pandemic Times
Unexpected Memorie sand Lost Desires
Alessandra Castellani
54 Stenachoro [tight-space=distress]
Social and physical boundaries in the pandemic era
Anthi Kosma, Federica Martella

68 About homes, About journeys
Federico Taverna, Siebrent Willems

74 Inhabiting the frontier
Representing space
Andrea Donelli

86 The Unexpected Life of Balconies
Kirsty Volz
Jenny Chu-Tzu Peng
97 Unpredicted, Productive
About Transformations and Polyvalence of Private Spaces
Amal Al Balushi, Gustavo de Siqueira, Marianne Sigl, Rafael Barcellos Santos
109  Nest to Next

Long-term Containment and Its Impact on Residential Spaces
Pashmeena Vikramjit Ghom, Abraham George



MISSING INTERACTIONS

135

145

154

167

181

191

196

204

213

224

235

246

It is not a matter of sexual orientation
Cohabitation in a time of emergency
Caterina Anastasia

(Architectural) Adaptation to the Unexpected
Giulia Setti

New Urban Choreographies

Cohabiting public space in the time of a pandemic
Cecilia De Marinis, Dorotea Ottaviani

Elevations

49 Days of Looking onto Nature
Korner Andreas

Unexpected made natural
Turning the project into a tactical tool
Carlo Deregibus

Communications and global peripherals

Claudio Zanirato

Adapting to crises: windows of opportunity and paths of transforma-
tion for cities in Covid-19 times

Daniele Cannatella

Desert City - Shelter City

Possible scenarios in the unidentified space of cities suspended by
unexpected events

Andrea Califano, Mickeal Milocco Borlini

Hanging spaces

A dialogue between domestic and urban space

Elena Scattolini, Kevin Santus, Stefano Sartorio, Arianna Luisa Nicoletta Scaioli

Emerging socio-economic inequities during the Covid-19 pandemic
The landscapes of the Parisian suburbs

Varvara Toura

Unexpected Juxtapositions

Hong Kong's Informal Urban Ecologies
Adrian Yat Wai Lo

TEMPORALITY and TENACITY

Potency of the Indian Panorama
Priya Sasidharan



DIFFERENT SOCIALITY

258  The social Act

Stefano Murello

267  Quarantine Symptomatology: is a naked running body a heterotopy?
Elisa Mozzelin

276  Virus, Man and Architecture
Thomas Pepino

285  Digital and quarantine
Giuseppe Gallo

292  Un-covid Urban Corporis
Piera Merli, Alessandra Brosio

297  Healthy housing and regeneration
Covid-19 and post-pandemic
Mohamed Edeisy

309 Fallen dogmas Vs solid eventualities
From architecture to sets and vice-versa
Stefanos Antoniadis

315  New Faith in Fakes
Out-takes from a false scenography
Marcus Moore, Malcolm Doidge

326  Leterno trionfo / The eternal triumph
Designing an art installation
Diego Zangirolami

336  Aday at the airport
Eleonora Alviti

344  The home graduands
Educational equity under confinements
Animesh Dev

359  Responsive living or a stark reality

Duality of a pandemic
Shrabana Das






01. Living on the periphey of time. Claudio Zanirato, Novoli District (Florence), 2019, property of the author.



191 | C. ZANIRATO

Communications and global peripherals

Claudio Zanirato Architect, Department of Architecture, University of Florence

Keywords: City, Transformations, Suburbs, Communications, Atopy,

Abstract

The current pandemic situation has led many to the widespread condition of the peripheries and also to
the marginalization and lack of communication that distinguishes them, exasperated by new technologies.
All this in the era already characterized by the progressive loss of definition of things, by perceptual con-
tamination, by mechanical concreteness replaced by electronic intangibility and, finally, now also by social
distancing. And “the inability to access telematic space is the condition for the establishment of
new forms of marginalization, of a periphery that is no longer located along the urban limits
but is located everywhere” (Virilio, 1988, p. 19).

The acceleration caused by the telematic-tertiary revolution already underway, promoting home telework-
ing and decentralization, at the same time leads to indiscriminate consumption of the territory and a grow-
ing impulse to the “urban hermitage”. Electronic technology is altering the concept of limit and now no one
can consider themselves isolated from a physical obstacle or from too long distances of time, thanks to the
interface of monitors and networks.

In this perspective, the symbolic order of the city is embodied by the neo-Enlightenment model of the wired
city, a reflection of the apparently hierarchical world of information technology, represented as a network
that reaches everyone, in the form of collective intelligence, where the prevailing bargaining chips it is
knowledge.

The meeting, the living, are not the very essence of the city, but the exclusive human accessibility to things,
people, information, to which the form of transport / communication available is at the service. The latter
tend to progressively free people from the need to concentrate in limited spaces, thus favoring the “physical
distancing” and the affirmation of the peripheries.
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Communicating versus meeting

Urban areas are increasingly inhabited by people who tend to dialogue with the outside world,
even remote, rather than with neighboring citizens, producing widespread segregation. This is
a form of home atopy, where the neighbor is discredited to the advantage of the distant, which
leads to a crisis in the neighborhood, replaced by a presence-absence.

With the establishment of a virtual culture, our reference context tends to be time, the way to
transmit and disseminate information, rather than the place where we live. In practice, “the
depth of time supplants the ancient depth of field of topology” (Virilio, 1988, p. 31).

Thus it happens that the traditional networks of physical communication, inherent in the
existence of centers of radiation of political and cultural power, of clots of economic and
social relations (essentially points capable of establishing hierarchies of relational values,
capable of conditioning the location choices based on the spatial and temporal distances of
connection), immaterial networks have overlapped, with virtual paths and fictitious nodes,
and some cities are already beginning to lose power, because they are cut off from these new
logical dispositions. The progressive space-time condensation, induced by the latest commu-
nication systems, increasingly in real time, cancels the distances of the past and with this the
weight of many cities.

The communication systems are aimed at expanding space and contracting time, tending to
zero out space as a function of (real) time. Global communication, allowed by pervasive telem-
atics, inevitably leads to the loss of reference to the places and forms of architecture that distin-
guish them, since the physical place becomes independent of the possibility of communicating,
which instead originated cities (Indovina, 2017).

Since transmission supplants the population of space, inertia tends to replace the old seden-
tary lifestyle, the persistence of urban sites, in citizens for whom the freedom to come and go
is replaced by the home reception of everything. The contemporary city thus tends to simply
reduce itself to an information and communication system, ceasing to be a place of protection,
becoming a communication, dislocation and transmission apparatus. The freedom conquered
by the constraints of distance makes the model centered on material translations useless, un-
dermined by a universe of information.

The city in which we find ourselves suddenly is no longer crossed by its citizens, but enters
their homes directly through the media, which provide a virtual knowledge of it: it is the city
that invades the home while it invades the territory, it is the city seen as a place of representa-
tion of itself. With the use of instant means of communication and drones, “arrival supplants
departure, everything arrives without having to leave” (Virilio, 1988, p. 12) and therefore no longer the
traditional spatial oppositions between citizens and non-citizens. It is the city that invades the
home with new technologies, while the city as an exterior is running out, as a public space of life
and urban activities are relocating according to invisible rules (Pisano, 2018).

What the city gave exclusively as a potential for meeting, social exchange, learning and com-
parison, the “square” in short, today is surrogately given by an antenna, a telephone terminal.
The physical contiguity of city settlements, the “massive proximity of the history of the population
of space and the occupation of territories” (Virilio, 1988, p. 59) is today in open conflict with the new
telecommunications properties and is seriously risking to succumb.

In practice, “the (bad) futurism of speed, of travel, of mass-in-motion, gives way to the” contemplation
“of a space where expansion and contraction coincide, where the maximum temporal expansion can be
made to coincide with the complete immobility” (Cacciari, 1986, p. 15) (fig. 01).
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An enzymatic action

The methods activated to deal with the latest epidemic have accentuated the concept of settle-
ment / housing isotropy, demonstrating all the potential of this model already in place, contrib-
uting to its implicit strengthening as an unexpected enzyme.

Ultimately, the territorial settlement relationship and the known habitual urban values, the
methods of transporting things and people according to individual and collective needs, the
value assigned to space and with this the dynamics that govern cities, are radically changing, it
is increasingly useful to imagine new transformative scenarios to be proposed and controlled
as they become, especially for existing and historicized cities, which are more difficult to adapt.
The consolidation of transport and communication systems increasingly over the air and less
overland, in fact, allow us to glimpse a revision (a desirable liberation) of the use of soils, to-
gether with a spatial rarefaction of the settlement compactness, as we have seen, not more in
need of centralization. Therefore, networked or dedicated interconnections and ‘on demand’
public and private transport modes tend to prevail over local interdependencies, as traditional
founding factors for urban development, no longer as communities with a limited territorial
base (Benevolo, 2011).

Transmission / expedition supplants the populating of space, with a new sedentary lifestyle
that limits direct physical relationships, especially of people, but increases in an inversely pro-
portional way that of things and goods (Oberti, Préteceille, 2017). Basically, the type of vehicles
that move around the city and the reasons for these movements are changing, and not the num-
ber of flows themselves: fewer people but more goods, fewer direct contacts and more remote
communications.

The freedom acquired by the constraints of distance makes the model centered on material
translations (based on urbanism) useless, undermined by an increasingly widespread universe
of information and accessibility (Indovina, 2017). There is less and less need to ‘g0’ to the city,
since more and more often it is the city itself that ‘reaches’ anyone and everywhere, thus cance-
ling the concept of suburbs because it has conquered the center, first with the shopping centers
and then with the internet.

The unpredictable successes of individual mobility, instant telecommunication systems, tele-
working, the decrease in production and the internationalization of distribution, have there-
fore favored the dissolution of the strategic role of cities, traditionally formed on the concepts
of accessibility, proximity and variety of goods and services concentrated therein.

Conclusions

Instant and global forms of communication, drastically reducing the friction of distance, also
attenuate the principle of centrality on which the urban order is mainly based (Benevolo, 2011).
It follows that the means of communication that we are employing even forcibly manage, rath-
er than transporting their users, to out-of-phase them with their immediate environment.

We have discovered in these months of forced confinement that much of the frenetic move-
ment, which has suffocated the cities and extended territories in recent times, is perhaps su-
perfluous, not entirely necessary and it can be done in large part at least, that the technologies
we already they can help us live better, if they are oriented to assist us closely. Therefore, a hy-
pothesis of a more “static” and egalitarian city is emerging, where people will move less and
goods and things will have to find their own alternative ways to reach us.

Much of the man-made scenario, for more than a century, has been aimed at making people
move faster and faster, above all independently, with roads, parking lots, service stations dis-
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02. Mahler4 Complex. Claudio Zanirato, Zuidas District (Amsterdam), 2006, Property of the Author.



195 | C. ZANIRATO

tributed in a capillary manner and large land consumption: now, this model of development
will have to be re-oriented to serve people who have discovered that they can move much less
and in other ways. The city can be reborn by reversing the suffocation factor and the frenzy of
the recent era, gaining spaces already present but used for other reasons, for the new modes
of exchange and corridors dedicated to new intelligent vehicles. The movement in the city, in
practice, will necessarily have to be less than people and more than things, and this will lead to
greater uniformity of citizenship with a widespread “peripheralization” (fig. 02).
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