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Settenove is an Italian, independent, gender-rights oriented publishing house, aiming to prevent gender violence and 
discrimination through various linguistic registers: fiction and nonfiction, children's books, young adult novels, essays, manuals and 
guides for teachers, educators and educational communities. 

Settenove children's books and novels do not necessarily talk about gender or relationships between women and men, but try to 
apply a wider «gender perspective» to all plots, paying attention to gender prejudices and social differences (age, ethnicity, class, 
religion, sexual orientation…) in a intersectional perspective, to attitudes and behaviors of characters, to gender sensitive language 
and diversity-inclusive illustrations, in order to support (and suggest) the development of an open mindset in young readers. 

The publishing house was born in 2013 and, overall, it has published around sixty books. Its most recent collection is entitled 
“Storie nella storia” (Stories in History). 

“Storie nella storia” is a children's books collection created by Settenove together with "Società Italiana delle Storiche" (Italian 
Female Historians Society) dealing with women's and gender History. 

Unfortunately, gender studies still holds a minor position in curricula, textbooks, teacher training and refresher courses. On the 
one hand, this collection provides children and adolescents with studies, contents and recent research on gender history issues, 
which rarely appear in school textbooks. On the other hand, it offers supplementary worksheets and in-depth information boxes to 
primary and secondary school teachers, eager to enrich their teaching. 

The collection consists of six volumes that follow the chronological order proposed by «Indicazioni Nazionali» and other ensuing 
books concerned with themes that stretch across multiple epochs. 

The first books are Preistoria. Altri sguardi nuovi racconti and Le civiltà dei fiumi. Altri sguardi nuovi racconti. The release of the 
next book about Greco-Roman antiquity is scheduled for June 2021. 

Teaching women's history by recounting the past of women as a universal issue, as a group involved in human evolution and not 
as an isolated topic, gives the opportunity to develop new contents and, at the same time, raise awareness about new topics, 
challenge traditional reference points and use new methodologies. 

The presentation will focus first on Settenove publishing experience and then on the narrative, methodological, linguistic and 
content choices of the collection «Storie nella storia», in order to tell a new inclusive history and make women's studies a tool to 
foster in young students a conscious involvement in citizenship.  

 

526   Stereotypes In Textbooks, Again. A Study On Primary School Textbooks After The Polite 

Agreement 

Scierri, Irene Dora Maria (Università degli Studi di Firenze, Italia) · Corsini, Cristiano (Università degli Studi di Roma Tre, Italia) 
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This study aims to investigate the ways males and females are represented in primary school textbooks after the Polite, the 
publishing self-regulation agreement with the aim of introducing an equal representation of males and females in school books. Two 
groups of textbooks are analysed, published, respectively, in 2008-10 and 2014, for a total of 1084 texts (Corsini & Scierri, 2016;  
Scierri, 2017). For this purpose, the quantitative text analysis grid developed by Irene Biemmi (2010) was used and a comparison with 
the results of her previous study was made. 

In order to analyse gender representations in textbook stories, two aspects were considered: the space dedicated to the two 
genders as protagonists and the way they are represented. 

First of all, it emerged that the space assigned to the two genders as protagonists of the stories is unequal: for every 10 female 
protagonists, there are 15 male protagonists in the 2008-10 editions and 19 in the 2014 editions. 

Secondly, the way in which genders are presented to readers presents several disparities. The following are the main stereotypes 
found: adventure is reserved for the male gender;  men move mainly in open spaces, women remain confined in closed spaces;  in 
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the past, women almost do not exist;  similarly, they do not exist in the informative texts concerning important characters of the past 
or present. 

Another important finding from the analysis concerns the way the world of work is represented. In the representation of the 
professional roles of adults, there is, in fact, a strong dissymmetry between the two genders: the male gender is recognised as having 
a professional identity to a significantly greater extent than the female gender;  moreover, even when this identity is recognised for 
women, they can recognise themselves within a restricted typology of roles compared to men, in which the most stereotypical jobs 
attributed to women continue to prevail: first and foremost, the primary school teacher. Conversely, women are recognised as having 
a parental identity to a greater extent than men: the latter are primarily professionals, while women are primarily mothers. 

In the final analysis, comparing these data with the results collected at the beginning of 2000 by Irene Biemmi, no changes 
emerge. In conclusion, no distinction was found between publishers who have joined the Polite agreement and those who have not. 
We can assume that although several publishing houses adhered to the Polite self-regulatory code at the time, this was not followed 
by a conscious intervention in textbooks to ensure a fair and stereotype-free representation of the two genders. 
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…I would like to emphasise the great social value of school textbooks (Sergio Mattarella, on the 150th anniversary of the Italian 
Publishers Association – AIE) 

Increasing gender-based violence and gender gap issues can be addressed only through a deep cultural change.  
Schools are one of the main agents of change, a place where girls and boys build their own identity while coming into contact 

with values from outside their families.  
It is therefore natural to expect an increasing and systematic attention on the role of school textbooks as agents for the 

transmission of values. Stereotypes and prejudices are constantly present when talking about gender differences.  
Twenty years after POLITE was released, Educational Commission Publishers are convinced that it is necessary to act at the 

cultural root of this problem. This can be done by raising attention and awareness among those in charge of developing books, such 
as authors and all the professionals who are responsible for their editing and development, both inside and outside Publishing houses. 

Educational Commission Publishers are pleased to report on initiatives being undertaken by AIE to overcome gender stereotypes 
in educational publishing.  

 

405   “Obiettivo Parità!” (Gender Equality Goal): The Role Played By Publishers In The Development Of 

A Gender Equality Culture 


