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Neglected habitats in central Apennines 

 
Simona Casavecchia1, Giampiero Ciaschetti2, Daniela Gigante3, Daniele Viciani4 
1Department of Agriculture, Food and Environmental science, Polytechnic University of Marche; 2Majella National 

Park; 3Department of Agriculture, Food and Environmental science, University of Perugia; 4Department of Biology, 

University of Florence 

 
Several national and European sets of rules, above all the 92/43/EEC "Habitats" Directive, protect natural 

and semi-natural habitats of conservation interest. Many of these habitats are well represented in the Italian 

peninsula and particularly in the Apennines, as shown in the Natura 2000 Data Forms and, last in a 

chronological sense, in the 4th Monitoring Report. Nevertheless, several natural and semi-natural Apennine 

vegetation types are not considered in any of these lists of concern, even if they play an important role in 

representing remarkable sections of biodiversity. Many of these plant communities contain, or are even 

dominated by, rare and/or steno-endemic plant species, or represent important elements of the landscape.  

A first list of these neglected habitats was produced in addition to the Italian interpretation manual of the 

92/43 Habitats Directive and sent to the Italian Environment Ministry to propose their insertion in the list of 

habitats of European interest. This list is here updated with reference to the central Italian peninsula, with 

particular attention to the Apennines. For each of the proposed plant communities, a technical form that has 

the same layout as the European and Italian interpretation manuals is presented.  
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