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Foreword

This E-book provides an overview of our DAAD-finan-
ced LEARNIIN] project in 2019-2020 that dealt with the
“re-definition of learning spaces as a key factor of 21st
century education”. In the first year, we intensively wor-
ked together in the cities of Heidelberg, Florence and
Guimaraes, we being the three participating universities,
along with professors and students and guest speakers,
involved in the project. In the second year, we worked on
the LEARNIIN] manifesto, we compiled this publication
and we also worked on common projects and research
applications.

At SRH University in Heidelberg, we have been conduc-
ting research in the field of learning spaces for some
years now. We are doing so for mainly two reasons:
first, studying and teaching have significantly chan-
ged over the last few years, and second, the implica-
tions of those changes need to be integrated into the
conceptions of spaces in which learning takes place.
Another important objective of this project is to build
up networks and academic alliances within Europe; this
is more relevant than ever. Therefore, the subtitle is: “A
European approach” and we wholeheartedly support this.

As is known, the challenges that our world is facing can
usually only be targeted with a holistic approach and only
with a grounding in scientific facts and human sincerity.
Be it climate change, digitalization or the COVID-19 pan-
demic,ourstudentsneedtolearnhowtoworkinanalways
changing environment, in interdisciplinary teams as well
asininternational contexts, to address these challenges.

At the same time, learning spaces and educational en-
vironments have to transform and adapt to this new
educational curriculum with innovative approaches. Af-
ter two years of an ongoing exchange of ideas, we belie-
ve that LEARNJIN] is a rather small but good step in that
direction. We would like to thank all participants and
colleagues who have made this project possible and ex-
citing. This gratitude extends especially to the students
who trusted us on this journey and made us proud with
their performance during the symposium and labs | and
Il. The new Erasmus partnerships that have been built
up and an ongoing and collaborative PhD programme
are proof of the rewarding work that took place in unfor-
gettable encounters in Heidelberg, Florence, Guimaraes,
and now and then via Skype.

This dialogue helped us to reflect on our issues and ex-
plore new possibilities, while the change of perspecti-
ve through interdisciplinarity and international contexts
gave us the feedback we need to grow and improve our
research and educational strategies.

We would also like to express our sincere thanks to our
university and to the Heidelberger Hochschulverlag.

We are looking forward to continuing our research in our
upcoming project “LEARNI[IN] II: Digital Learning Spaces”.

Heidelberg, December 2020
Marc Kirschbaum & Belen Zevallos
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LEARNI[IN] Lab |

The LEARNIIN] Lab | took place from September 10-12,
2019 in Florence. In accordance with the intent of the
lab, most of the activities organized by the Department
of Architecture (DiDA) of the University of Florence were
developed outside the lecture rooms, including some vi-
sits to the main monuments of the city.

The three-day lab consisted of three workshops (one per
day) at some of the most important sites of the city of
Florence, followed by general briefings held in the rooms
of the School of Architecture. This inverted method re-
flects a design approach which considers the city as an
open book to be read, understood, and used as a tool for
developing architectural and urban projects.

Students and professors first met in one of the most
famous places in the world, the Uffizi courtyard, facing
the Arno river. Here the first workshop, “Learning outs-
ide the classroom”, was held. Armed with sketchbooks
and pencils, students discovered travel as one of the
fundamental experiences for learning the architect’s
profession.

During the live drawing session, we asked students to
fix their thoughts on a couple of A4 sheets: plans, faca-
des, and cross-sections, developed through orthogonal
projections, were used to consider further issues about
the fabrica. Through this exercise, students were able
to study the compositional and constructive complexity
of the site and to encounter a real Architecture of the
City, according to Aldo Rossi's concept of significance
(Rossi 1966). Vasari's corridor is an important instance
of urban reform, a still relevant lesson. It crosses the
river, links two parts of the city, and includes pre-existing

and new forms into a system. After the workshop, we
met “All together now” around a table in the classroom,
reporting what we understood of the Uffizi architecture
and comparing the drawings, each one presented by its
author.

The work was completed by the “As-it-once-was lec-
ture”, a traditional academic lesson about Vasari's
design. Thanks to old black/white pictures, the Uffizi
project could be explained as a large-scale urban rede-
velopment in the heart of the antique city, actually an
extension of the medieval Palazzo Vecchio, but two cen-
turies later. Giorgio Vasari built a sensitive focal pointin
the relationship of Florence with its river, a large struc-
ture on a landscape scale. On the ground floor, the use
of the loggia’s barrel vault, supported by a continuous
fagade on one side and a pillar-column sequence on the
other, creates a span, conceived as a submultiple of the
measurement system, able to include and to re-interpret
the pre-existing buildings, even the Loggia dei Lanzi.

Architectural composition concerns how to arrange,
control, and predict relations, how to establish hier-
archies, how to distribute weights, how to discipline
masses: in summary, how to make choices. Through
the exercise, we could identify some of these choices:
the rule and the exception in the Doric order's measu-
res (vertically eight diameters rather than the canonical
seven); the verticality of the single architectural element
interrupted by the strong horizontal sign of the cornice;
the false windows of the loggia that give body to space
with a scattered light; the constructional coherence with
Leon Battista Alberti's theory. The old questions were
investigated by Vasari in light of the new problems.
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First meeting point, students and professors at first work-
shop “Learning outside the classroom”, Uffizi courtyard,
Florence.
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Students sketching during the first workshop “Learning
outside the classroom”.




View from the west-side gallery of the Uffizi courtyard.




Students sketching during the first workshop “Learning
outside the classroom”.
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Together we tried to understand why cognition and recogniti-
on are inextricably linked for an architect, in the same way as
the best writers are also passionate readers.







Sketches of the students drawn during the first workshop
“Learning outside the classroom”.







“As-it-once lecture” input session and presentation of the
sketches.







Discussion of first findings based on the sketches.







The workday ended with an “Apero session” in a café near
the school, drinking good red wine and drawing from memory
what we remembered of the Uffizi's experience.
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Quotes

1. Quote on page 15 from St. Augustin in:

WADE, J. (1825). Select proverbs of all nations illustrated
with notes and comments, to which is added, a summary of
ancient pastimes, holidays and customs. With an analysis of
the wisdom of the ancients, and of the fathers of the church,
the whole arranged on a new plan. New York, P. Covert.
pp.216.

2. Quote on page 53 from Nietzsche in:

Nietzsche, F. W., & Polt, R. F. H. (1997): Twilight of the idols,
or, How to philosophize with the hammer. Indianapolis, Ind:
Hackett Pub.p.10

3. Quote on page 101 from Bartalini, in:

Bartalini, Vladimir (2018): Criptopaisagens. Velar pelo que
ndo se vé e mal se escuta, in Pedro Fidalgo (coord.), A
Paisagem como Problema: Conhecer para Proteger, Gerir e
Ordenar,, Vol. 5 (Lisboa: Instituto de Histéria Contemporanea
da Faculdade de Ciéncias Sociais e Humanas da Universida-
de Nova de Lisboa), pp. 398-410.
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If not otherwise stated, the images used in the
document are property of the LEARN][IN] Team.

Pages 14-17, 52-55, 100-103
Aereals of Heidelberg, Florence and Guimaraes.
©Google Maps.

Pages 18-21
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©SRH University Heidelberg.

Pages 56-59
Photos of the Department of Architecture (DIDA),
University of Florence, ©Didacommunicationlab.

Pages 104-107
Photos of the School of Architecture EAUM,
University of Minho, ©EAUM.

Page 137
©Jane Jacobs 1968.
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The challenges that our world is facing can usually only be
targeted with a holistic approach and only with a grounding
in scientific facts and human sincerity. Be it climate change,
digitalization or the COVID-19 pandemic, our students need
to learn how to work in an always changing environment, in
interdisciplinary teams as well as in international contexts, to
address these challenges. At the same time, learning spaces
and educational environments have to transform and adapt to
this new educational curriculum with innovative approaches.

After two years of an ongoing exchange of ideas, we believe that
LEARNIIN] is a rather small but good step in that direction. This
E-book provides an overview of our DAAD-financed LEARNIIN]
project in 2019-2020 that dealt with the “re-definition of learning
spaces as a key factor of 21st century education.”

LEARN(IN] is a DAAD-financed project within the research pro-
gramme “Hochschuldialog mit Siideuropa” (Higher Education
Dialogue with Southern Europe). The project “LEARNIIN]” is
conducted by SRH University Heidelberg/Germany, Universita
degli studi Firenze/Italy and Universidade do Minho/Portugal.
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