Holocene as Anthropocene 

In their Perspective “Defining the epoch we live in” (3 April, p. 38), W. F. Ruddiman et al. write that in spite of its popularity, the Anthropocene still lacks an official onset. They propose that the term anthropocene be used informally (without the initial capital), which would avoid the constraints of a formal designation. We disagree.

The human footprint on the planet is so distinctive and lasting that the Age of Man must be officially recognized in the geologic time scale. We support considering the Anthropocene and the Holocene as a single geologic time span. This solution has already been proposed (1) but was inexplicably ignored. Combining the two epochs would provide the Anthropocene with a climatic justification (2). It was the end of the last glacial period that allowed the increase of the human population and its role as geologic force, and anthropic impacts on the planet took place during most of the Holocene. Moreover, the latest studies are placing the appearance of domesticated plants and animals—which can plausibly be considered the onset of the Anthropocene (3)—increasingly earlier in time, closer and closer to the 11.7 ky B.P. Pleistocene–Holocene boundary (4). 
Even if the impact of humans was not immediately major and uniform across the planet, what are a few thousand years of discrepancy between the end of the last glacial period and the dawn of the Anthropocene in comparison to the entire geological scale? Most transitions between the formally defined epochs would be much longer than the Holocene. Anthropocene seems a more reasonable name than Holocene for this combined time span, whose most characteristic trait is the human pressure on the planet. Holocene could possibly be the first stage of the Anthropocene, the one characterized by a soft and spotty human impact on Earth.
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