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1.2 State of the Art 
State of the art is defined as the latest achievements in a field, here specifically the field of SAR. It is 

the definition of the highest level of achievements of general development in the field of equipment, 

technology or scientific development. The State of the art level refers to the most modern approaches, 

ideas and methodologies in the field of science, technology and informatics.  

The SnR project aspires to build a State of the art framework that will integrate:  

1. Advanced sensors, systems and procedures to obtain high level awareness capabilities; 

2. Secured data collection and information flow between the different authorities and agencies 

which are involved in the crisis/abnormal events management; 

3. Fusion of data from different sources and creation of a Common Situational Picture for 

supporting decisions of emergency and crisis management; 

4. A multitier architecture of information processing, the result of which will be accessible in an 

easy way to be understood by all the actors involved. 

 

1.3 Going beyond state-of-the-art 
The crisis management business process involves multi-layered interaction between many actors, each 

having distinctive responsibilities and all operating within challenging circumstances and time frames. 

One consequence is that those exercising judgment and making decisions in this complex environment 

require a resilient agile framework that meet their multiple needs at many different emergency events. 

These events are sometimes not fully understood and predictable and can be changed from hours to 

years. 

Because First responders act to save human lives from natural disasters or accidents, it is of great 

importance to define the characteristics and measurement of the variables of the environment, where 

the victims are found. These measurements are made with specialised sensors that will define the 

intervention methods and the subsequent decontamination of the protection equipment. 

Information technology has transformed the way information is acquired and utilised, potentially adding 

tremendous value in the support of critical decision making. The current state of the art in information 

acquisition is provided to assess the ability of current building information modelling, devices, and 

people to support critical decision making in emergency events and to identify opportunities for 

advancement. This status is provided in terms of their application to essential functions, performance 

in basic metrics, and functionality in areas known to be important for true utility. These considerations 

will reflect the ability of current information acquisition technology to support current decision-making 

with regard to rescuing victims and, ultimately, for current and emerging technology to be widely 

adopted. 

It must describe the newest technological achievement in a given field like SAR technology. Something 

that is state-of-the-art is modern and new.  
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Figure 2-1 Methodology Outline 

 

2.2 Scoping 
Scoping is an important step of the methodological approach in order to set up the relevant context 

and obtain common understanding of the related activities from all T1.1 participating partners. Part of 

the scoping is to also establish and clarify the interrelations among Tasks that are running concurrently 

and which may provide relevant input to T1.1. The Description of Action (DoA) and the Grant 

Agreement (GA) were the two reference documents used for ensuring that scoping remains within the 

agreed contractual framework. Scoping activities were mainly based in three (3) expert group online 

meetings with the participation of T1.1 partners that contributed to the following refinements: 
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g. Participants will individually rank their top ideas. 

This process has the advantage to encourage participation, spontaneity and idea generation from all 

participants, even from those that are less vocal by limiting conflict and ensuring equal participation. 

However, although it certainly assists in forming a common vision through the voting process, it is not 

guaranteed that the process will necessarily converge. In case this happens, it will nevertheless allow 

for the possibility to provide the leading opinions while also indicating the major objections/doubts by 

respective stakeholders.   

The resulting common vision with relevant recommendations will be documented and summarised in 

D1.5. 








































































































































































































































































